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A Story With a
Blessing

By PHOEBE GRAY
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BYNOPSIS,
o

Whils trundling the clean washing up
Clipper Hill Mary Alice Brown is sel ur-
on by some mischlevous boys, who aplll
the washing into the d'rt. Hhe s rescusd
und taken to ber home in Calvert street
by Fruncis Willstt, a Calahad knlght
af..- is punished by her drupken father for
returning without the wash money, Mary
Allve wanders away from home. takes a
trolley ride Into the country and mpends
the night at the farmhouse of Bam Thom
ma, In the morning she mests little Char-
lls Thomas, a rrlf{n fe, Sam takes Mary
Alice home and s that he and Mra
Brown are ol acqualntances Bam takes
tigr and Mary Alles to hils home for &
visit while Lem Brown, the drunken fa-
ther, In serving a workhouss senience
Charlle s made & Gulahad knight. Fran-
cle vieits the farm

Do you know the walue of
hardship In the formagion of
character? Falth counts for so
much In the performance of duty.
A senslble man can do pretty
nearly aa much as he thinks he
can—that's faith In  himeeif.
Mary Alice devolopa a faith In
God, and she thinks that God
will give her the power to do
her work, no matter how big It
la.

CHAPTER IV—Continued,

Francls Willett came out again, this
time by himsalf. He arrived quite
early In the morning and announced
bis intention of staying nll day. The
chanffeur set down a great basket of
frull by the side door before backing
his ear to the road.

The children pamsed most of the
forenoon o the orchard, talking of
thia and that, viewing the Increasingly
succesuaful efforts of little Dick Brown
to walk, discussing the honers and du-
ties of g Galahind Knlght. Francls
showed his companlons some marvel-
ous feats of strength and agility, using
a tree lmb for & trapexe, After din-
per, when Charlle took his nap, Mary
Allee and Francls wandered away
from the house, along the old mill road
leading to the pond. Here stood an
anclent, long-ldle gristmill. The log
dam and the old mill seemed to sleep
placidly nmong the elders,

“This is awfully pretty, don't yon
think so?* nsked Mary Allce, as they
stood at the end of the dam.

“You bet It's pretty, Say, let's fiab
for shiners. Got n pln?

The boy produced a plece of string,
«cut & alim pola from & clump of yellow
birches, caught & tiny grasshopper, and
became at ooce a sportsman. The
shiners were curfous, but elusive,

“Look out, Franels, you'll fall in'"
called Mary Allce; for her companion
was creeping out along the dam.

“This Isn't dangerons. Come on.
I'll let you fish. The shiners are big-
ger out here—graclous, Mary Allce,
here's & tremendoun blg—something. 1
bet it's a trout. Come on out.”

But Mary Allce was timid. She
stood on the bank and watched Fran-
cla Interestedly. What a nice boy, she
thought. He could 46 "most anything:
be wasa't afrald. The old rotting
plaoks along the top of the dam might
crumble under foot and send bim luto
the pond, but be went boldly on. The
water in the flume was about ten feet

F‘::anﬂs reached the flume, whose
‘boxlike aides stood three or four feet
higher than the dam. The boy drew

{sald Martha, producing the articles.

| yet? Well, you just watch"

Mary Allce's heart gave a Jump, She
sereamed, bul that did no good, There
wils nobody to bear ber. 8he could vot
frun and bring help before Francls
1m\\:lkl drown, And she did not dare
to go out on the treacheroos old dam
Cne foollsh word kept running through
her bead: “Gravity, gravity, gravity.”

Suddenly Mitle Charlle Thomas' love-
ly oval face and big brave eyes floated
Iute Mary Alice’'s mind. “Anybody
that does the things God does can Hix
up a little palr of logs—"
| Mary Allce atepped out on the shaky
I planking and begun the passage of the
{dam. If she could get over to the
| lume, she could save the boy strug-
| gling In the water, Anybody who could
| do the things that God did could help
| her to avold the boles and weaker
ploces; she thrilled with that Ides and |
win no longer afrald. I

Franels' fuhing pole had fallen upon
the daw, alongside the Aume box.
Mary Allce plcked It up; then she
looked down Into the fume, where It
wis so dark that ber eyea, adjusted to
the strong sunlight, at first refussd te
serve her. Dut abe heard a cough and
a splash,

“Here [ am, Francls,"” she called.
She thrust the butt end of the Ashing |
pole down into the gloom, through
which now ahe dimly discerned ul
white face. |

Francls wos a weak swimmer. His |

fered no sustalulng bold.

“Grab that” called Mary
Francis grasped the fsbing rod.
you won't drown."

He clung to the fishing pole,
Ing only lls head above water.
the water sustaloed most
welght.

“I could hold you MHke this a long
time,” sald Mary Alice; “but who's
goln® to pull you out? Besldes, you'll
be froze.”

Francis' teeth were chattering al-
ready.

“If I could get hold of your hand, 1
might pull myself up the alde” he
sald.

Mary Allce leaned far over and ex-
tended her right band toward the bey,
aliding It along the pole. Francis drew
himself out of water and reached up
until e caught her hapnd. The strain
of his welght Increasad greatly as he
lost the Ift of the water,

“Can you stand It?" he asked.

“Come on,” sald the lttle girl, al-
though the edge of the flume wus al-
ready cutting cruelly, and her arm felt
aa It it wonld pull out. *Come on"
8he gritted ber teeth. Anybody who
could do the things God dia could help
a little girl keep her friend from
drowning. “Come on, get your—get
your other—other hand up—there—"

Francta bad now hold of both her
arma, nnd the fishing pole had dropped
Into the water. 1t was that or nothing.
As the boy polled Mmuelf up, Mary
Allee managed to selze hls cost. His
fept kicked and allpped upon the
smooth flume sldes; thers wan no toe
hold, no sufflelent crack or protruding
nall—yes, a bolt with & oot on It
eanght the sole of Franels' shoe, This
was about a foot under water. The
boy put forth aill his strength and
pulled himself up untll he could get a
hand on the top edge of the Aume wall.
Mary Allce wan sure her a¥ms would
part company with her shoulderss Now,
relleved of that strain, ahe took n new
grip on his wet coat and tugged
sturdlly as he drew himself up uotll he
eould book his elbows over the edge.
Then he threw & leg across the top
plank, and she knew sbe had saved
him.
® Next morning, instead of Dbelng
moved out Into the orchard, Charlle
nalked that his chalr be placed beside
Mary . Alice’'s bed: for the Ittle girl
was brulsed and lame, and Martha lo-
slsted that & day in bed would do her
good. Mrs. Brown took Dicky out to
see the “moolles.”

“I wisb'd I could think of mome-
thin' to do to amuse you, Mary Allce"
sald Charllee “I ean't read good
cooogh. 1 koow! I'll deaw you some
pltchers, Mummee!”

Yen, deari”

“Can T have a pencll and paper? 1
want to amuse Mary Allce."”

“I guesn you'll amuse hier, all right”

Allee.
“Now

keep-
Thus

of his

“He draws just the culest things, Mary
Allee, Haven't you seen him do It

Charlle fell to work, bis paper rest-
ing on the back of an old geography.
“There,” be sald, “that’s a cow."
“Oh," snld the Invalld; “that's pretty
good. Le's see you make a house,
with & man and & dog goin' Into it
with three strokes of your peneil.”
“Golly,” sald Charile, “tbat's an old

| looks Hke a dog

lila mose. He scrottised the face om
the plilow,

“Tum o one side” he sald. *
bave to make ‘em all profiles. Gopod
nesa, Mary Allce, your nose 18 awful
wiralght, and just & little curve makes
your lpa. Now,
You're o turrible pretty giel, T guess,
I never noticed It 't I came to draw
’nu.t.

Mary Allce took the sketch,

“Do | look Wke that? Really? Ohb,
It's lovely. Oh, Charlle, how'd you
ever learn 1t? A MHttle boy like you!™

“T don't know, [ Just try It some-
timen, when I foel Mke It. “Most al
ways I moke "em look awful--vothin’
like tha folks at all. Then once fo n

| while 1.get one that looks Hke this, I'm

practicing quite a good denl; but a
cow's horms ls awfal bard to get put
on to hils bead whers they belong, aod
when 1 try to make a kitly, it alwayn
I'm glad you think
thls ane of you ls nlew, and you can
keep It to show how you looked when
you were a Hitle glrl. Here's me."

He produced a hildeous carleature
of himself, with prodiglons ringlets
great staring eyes, and a wide mouth
like a Jock-olanutern

“The hows says It looks exactly the
way I do,” he snld. “Look &t the curls

clothes and heavy shoes hampered him. | :.
The slippery sides of the fume box of- | N

“There,” He Bald, "That's a Cow."

T's take yours and mine and have "em
framed together.”

“Ion't, Charile” protested Mary
Allce; “1 think you're horrid. Tou can
make a lovely picture of yourself, I be-
Heve. Do I, will youT

“No," sald the little boy, “I'd mather
do somethin' Interestin’, llke » duck or
n—a—Dboy fallln® In the mill pond. See,
Mary Allce, thls 1s water, splasbin’,
And this {s a figh."

CHAPTER V.
The Return of Lem,

M. Brown and the chilldren went
back to ShefMeold on Sunday so that
Monday moming work conld begin
parly. 8he went out to work three
days & week and on the other three did
washings at bome. It wan the end of
summer and school would soon beging
for another week or two Mary Allce
could stay at bome while her mother
went out. After that a declslon must
be made. Shonld Mary Allce forego
further schooling for economic reasons
and elther stay at home to enable M,
Brown to work out, or get a joli her-
welf so that her mother could remn'n nt
home, dolng such work as she cau'd at
her own tubs? The rent must be
paid, Dicky must have milk. Mra,
Rrown almoat regretted the two weoks
of idleness; she would have to work
twice as hard to pay for them.

One night Francls Willett met Mary
Alice on Clipper Hill. As usual he
took the wagon tongue from her hand
and started to draw the load up the
long slope,

“I'm not comin’ here any more,” snid
Mary Allee.

"“Why not?

“And I've got a job; I'm goin' to
work at Stacey's.”

*“0Oo, gee! You're goln' to work for
Toots Btacey's dad? That's swell, I'd
lixe to work in & store. How's Sir
Charlle Thomaa?"

“] don't know. We came home the
week after yon boys were thern."

“Two weeks ago that wos, Father's
seen him aince then."

“Your father has?"

“Sure. He drove out agnin to ree
Sam Thomas. He says he's goin' to
have Uncle Billy Jackson look at
Charlle’s legs, He fsn't really my
Unecle Billy—he was father's college
roowm-mate, aud now be's a great doe-
tor. My dad says Uncle Billy knows
more about feet and legs and spines
“than anybody In the world—be's & spe-
clalizer.”

Mary Allece
very incoherent.

anawered something
Budden tears blurred
before her eyes. Buppose this great
doctor should help Charlle? All the
way up the<hill she walked o sllence
by Francis Willett's side.

“For goodness' sake, Mary Alice”
the boy buarst ont. “why don't you
talk? I pever saw such a pérson as
yon."

“Francls, would you do me a favor—
n renl big favor?

“Bat 1 would. Didn't you save my
Hfe?

remember your chlld-

you
love affaire? The girie or

lan't that precty? |
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| LESSON FOR MAY 28

| THEGOUNCIL AT JERUSALEM,

LESBON TEXT-Acts 16:1-%
OOLDEN TEXT-For [fresdom
Christ set pa [ree —Gul &1

did

The eventa of this lesson are out-
standing in Christian history. Paul's
appeal to the Gentlles and the large

number of them who aceepled the Gos- |

pel made most scute the question,
“Must Gentile bellevera become Jew-
Ish proselytes upon accepting the
Christian falth and be governed by
Jowiah law and customa?™ It would
be exceadingly Interesting to divide

a clags and lot them debato thia con- |

troversy stated as follows: “Hesolved,
That the Mosalc law should not have
been Imposed uvpon Oentile Chris-
tians.” ‘The date of this councll was
A. D. 60 or 61, and the sceno is laid
firot In Antloch of Syria and then in
Jarusalem.

I. A Division of Qpinion (vv. 16).
Luke does not name thoss who agl
tated and precipitated this contro-
veray, but clearly Indicates how the
Holy Spirit dealt with the wsituation.
“Is » man justified by fath, or by the
works of the law?" is & similar ques-
tion with modorn application. The
Holy Spirit, to avold s rupture in the
yet weak church, directs that Paul,
Barnabas, TiHus (Gal. 2:1) and “er-
taln othera"
should enrry the question to the apos-
| tles and eldors In Jerusalem. Those
to whom they went were “of repois-
tion" (Gal, 2:2), the “pillara” OGak
2:9) and they recelved the delegation
| from Antloch In publle (16:4), also
heard Paul in private (Gal. 2:2).

I, The Argument. (vv. G18), It

will not do to be harsh in condemn- |
Phariscoa |

ing Paul's accusers, The
felt deeply thelr position. As God's
choson peoplo they were marked by
elroume~ision. Josus, the promived Mes-
slah, »as a Jow. Soclal, religious,
and racial differences are hard to rec-
| oncllo in one church today. But Uttle
was asked of ths Oontiles In contrast
with all they recelved. Entrance to
church memborship would not be too
| eany If circumcision wera | d e
| n toat of thelr sincority. Poter brought
| forward the plea before the ecouncll
|
|
1

that God had given the Holy Spirit to
the uncireumeized Christians, "and put
no diferonce belween us and them,
| purifylng thelr hearts by falth" (vv.
{8, 9). God lLrars the sams witness
today to thoss who refuse to be bound
by Mosale traditions as regards the
seventh day and other such detalls.
Paul's argument waa that CGod had
wrought algns and wonders among

upon his preaching of saivation as
apart from legalistic works (v. 12),
Resad In this connection Gal, 2:16, Ti
tus 3:30, §:3, 10:4, and Phil 319,
The apostlo James presented the third

diet he pronounced.
s acoording to Old Testament Scrip-

his name from among the unclreum-
pized Gentiles na well as from among
the law-keeping Jewa (va. 13-17).
With Paul this was & vital question,

ings as ho puts forth a life-and-death
struggle for the truth. As Peter re-
mindaed the peopls of the ocoasion
when “the Holy Spirit camo upon Cor-
nellus and his household” he caused
them to keep sllence.

111, A Wise Declaion (vv. 1928), It
was James the Just, brother of our
Lord, the writer of the oplstle and
the bishop overseer of the church at
Jerusalem, who renderad the decision.
In his argument (ve, 13-18) he saw
In these Gentile convarts reported by
Barnabas and Saul & fulfiliment of
the prophecy of Amos, and to use the
language of todsy he “made & mo-
tion," wix, that these Gentiles be not
disturbed except In such matters as
would tend to more’ fully separmte
them from the heathen Idolairy they
had just left, (a) *Pollution of {dols,”
L. o, fleah offersd In tho sacrifices (b)
"from fornleation,” the |mmorality
connected with the pagan worship of
Aphrodite and Cybels which sotually
consecrated vice, and (o) “from things
strangled,” for the heathen dld not,

och. This consisted of a spirit-led

choles of mossengers and in &

statoment of their declalon (v, 23, 23).
IV, The Result In Antioch (¥, 80-36),

Ormperance
oles @

the Nattonal Woman's
]

AN

oW
(Conducted by
Christian Teny

who are not uamed, |

the Gentlles and thus set his seal |

argument fn eonnection with the ver- |
It was that it |

ture that God will take & people for

and we can at lenst imagine his feol- |

RIMARKABLE CHANGE.

In & statistical survey of the first six
months of prohibition in Arizona, Jan-
uary 1 to July 1, 1915 Thomas K. Mar |

| shall shows the marked Improvoments

In all phases of state life, Crime, In
counties where saloons existed during
1914, fell off 37.8 por cent when the
saloons were closed. This Insured a sav-
ing to taxpayers of $60,773.58 In de
creased oost of srrests and prosecy-
tions, Even more striking are the fig
| ares for the cities and towns. With &
total decreass of 2403, or 60.1 per cant,
In the number of arrests for the fAret
slx months of 1016 as compared with
the same months of 1914, the saving
amounts to $85,170.14. This almost off.
Bels the entire amount of Hguor Heense
rovenus, §100,998, which was surren-
dered by the cities of the atate.

Tha record of the city of Phoenix ia
perhapa the most remarkable of any.
Over §6,000,000 Increase i(n taxable
wealth, decrease in tax rate aod about
$20,600 less In cont of city government
for plx montha, I8 credited to the capl-
tal elty of Arlzona for the first half
of 1914, The decrease In arrests for
drunkenness for (he first six months
| of 1816 perhaps surpasses that of any

city of its size In the United States.
The number of arrests for 1914 was
1,210 and for 1916 wus 85, The per
capita cont of arrosts for 1914 was
$6.53. With 1,125 fewer arrasts for
the six months of 1916 for this cause
| theare was a decrcased cont of §7.346.296
to the city

Increased nearly $400,000 the first aix
months, and the depoaits of all banks
increassd nearly $3,000,000 up to Bep- |
tember, 1615,

The ¢hildren of the state are fueling
the benofit of prohibition. Thers were
for the first slx months of 1915 2,000 |
mors children in achool than for the
same period of 1914. The registration |
st the state university also shows an
Inereass of 68 per cent over the regis-
tration for 1814.

CAMEL IN ILLINOIS.

A wot and dry map of Ilinols is &
revealing sort of document, says the
Chicago Journal. It shows that the
sale of lguor is forbldden In more than
80 per cont of the geographical area
of the state. As Indicating "how great
has been the retreat of John Barley-
corn,” continues the Journal, “you can

| atart st the Wisconaln boundary and
drive In an absolutely straight line to
the Ohlo river without once entering
wet territory. You can start from
balf a dozen different towashipd on
the Indiana horder and drive straight
to the Misalsslppl river on dry terr-
tory, and only at two places In cross-
ing the stata from eist to west do you
need to make more than m small de-
tour to avold wetness.

With tha prohibition state of lowa
on one gide and dried-up Nlinols towns
sud counties on the other, the Missis-
§opt flows for hundreda of miles be-
tween banks of solld drought; for only
at six polnts north of the Bast Bt
Louls oasis can the thirsty voyager
, Bot anything to drink but water. As
nearly sy the Journal ean tell, the
camel s marching forward all over
the state.”

—
PROHIBITION PROHIBITS,

You eannot convines the manage
ment of the Polk Hospital for Inebri-
| ates at Knoxville, Ia., that prohibition
| does not prohibit. They have the best

posaible proof that it does. According

to the report of tho county auditor
| since January 1 the number of pa
tlents sent to the hospltal bas been
dwindling untll at present thers are
| Just half as many patients as there
im & year ago. Hven the
| state prohibitory law went into effeat,
the fact that Des Molnes was without
saloons tended Lo cut down the alco-
holle patients.

There were 28 patients during the
last quarter of 1916 as compared with
63 in the same period of 1914, and
sinco the first of this year the number
has decreased still more.

ECONOMIC EFFECT.
On top of the great moral results wo

not show an locrease of business in
January greater than ever

any month before in all
the city, except In hol
all the large grocery
oreass was lmmense,
goods stors, excapt
bave no figures from,
incroase in | 4nesa.
And oition
renta. I know of
store that has had

MEN AND

st =mitable
She praises it highly as she bas besm
rellaved of all these pains by its ose.
All mothers should know of this
and all young who suffer
it."'~Mrs. MATILDA KUnRTZWEG, 620
High St., Buffalo, N, Y,
Young women who are with
ul or Irregular periods,
e, dragging-down .
fainting spells or indiges!
take yd.ler. P‘ln.khln’:l?m
Compound. Thousands have been re-

stored to health by this root and herh
remedy

mantrho s ick and needs

L [:%.1

Lydis W
yun, Mass, women

recelvo her letter, and It will be

held In strictest confidence.

If you know of an WO
toto

WOMEN

Bavings banks accounts in the state ] 4

[, and entloss ten centa

N
tng wmention this paper.

Thorough Understanding and Com-
plete Sympathy Ars Nocossary-—
Sentiment Never Lasting.

Some acqualntances will never ripan
into true frindship because the comi-
mon bond of unfon, the thorough um-
derstanding and the complete wym-

pathy are lacking.

An soquaintane: begun (o childhood _'

will ripen Into fricndahip if the chilk-
dren dovelop mutual interest in & com-
mon cause of study or pleasure,
dinsimilar tastes and unlike Impulses
develop the children will grow spart,
sinee each of us tends toward cértaln
centers of amsociation.

Monoey cannot buy us friends, It
often purchases apparent friendahip,
but when the wealth goes that which
posed an friendship vanishes also.

Friendship must he distingwished 4
from that sentimental fesling which
s po common among young, girls, This
ridiculous fascination, which expreases

~ oy

k|

|BONDS OF TRUE FRIENDSHIP |

SRl £l §5

)

3
el

k'
9
iy

be

Itself In extravagant terms of endear 3

ment, I very fickle.

An soon as It inds faults In
it transfers its affection to
Youth has yet to learn that pérfection
in human nature does oot exist ‘r.-
sensible man or woman does mot i
up an |deal of felendship so high 1
it must be shatterad. W

The Precocity of Willle,
“Mamma and | saw soms of
nicest chicken dressing today,” sald®
Willle, nge ten and wise beyomd hig
yoArs, 413 o
“Where d'ja soe 1t asked the fond
“In a dry goods store window," was

we bright reply as Willle “dug™ for
the outdoors.—Indianapolty Newa,

The European war has. madh &
great demand for khakl

A bachelor of arts is wedded to his
e ——————




