(By Mts.’F. R. Summers) |
The bullding of the Bouthern Rail-
way (rom Charlotte to  Atlanta in
1870-1872, passing toarough thiz par-
ticular locality, was the impetus for

the founding ot the town of Kings
Mountatn,

Furmers who had been living
this section of Cleveland County,
prior to thés time, had not vision ot !

seeing thely lamd.turned Into town
lots or ndustrial sites, but men from
other pirts of this county  and of
North Cavolina saw the possibilities
: for developinent and came with thefr
families to found:a town and estab-
lish a permanent home,

Children in the community created
the necessity for a school and so a-

bout 1874 the first attempt to pro-
vide this necessity was made.
Two families secuied a tutor for

their children and kindly permitted
some nelghbor children to ®hare the
instructioh in their homea and
probably, about the same time, a
tworoom bullding on the corner of
Pledmont Avenue and King street
was flited up for a  community

school. Mr. Alex Aderhold: was the!

first teacher.
Two yoars later, Capt. W. T.
Bell selected Kings Mountsif” as the
location of his nflitary and High
pride and boast till 1886 Cupt. Bell!
was a nitive of Virginia — a  hand-
scme. mam with a very winning per-
. monality. His echool attracied
young men from this section of Nor-
th and South Carolina, and who In
later years became prime movers in
their respective flelds of endeavor—
and also affored splendld etucational :
adwantages for the local youth
both girls and boys.
" ‘The citizens of the littls town e-
vécted for him on this site, ‘a two-

el e .'*.. - : .'
lountain Schools

*

Mmmar‘ S e
~ ]dents of the Kings Mountein Grad
School were able to make good amns

In 1910, the first brick bu
vas erected on this site. It contained
IZ clars  rooms, several smaller
locms and an audtorium which was
‘ater turned into 4 additional clase
rooms, o 8
e royed by fire in 1932, it gave
‘place to the presant threesiory bulld
jing completed in 1943. The auditori-
{vin end primary school were built in
1524 28 an annext to the former
fbrick building. ‘The other units  of ||
Lenr city schotl syvstem (kast and
Bell -8¢hool |\ 51) are famillar to all.
until 1910, | - 1y these later years, with  the
Lasuveesstabf yanrog  systems  of  mntenanca,
sucleed In gingy Mountain can truthtully and
: ' dlv clalin & school system,’coms
Uutil 1905 the Kings Mountaln | paruble to any In fhe state and - su-
#cheol was financed  on the tuiticn | e1'or -0 wany in wwns. of egual
basis — since that year it has been size. ; -
a. graded school supported by public| . ~«s a papil. & tedcher gnd a parent,
funds. 3 t hae heeh my sprivilege to grow up
R } ‘ : {with ‘mir Kings Mountain school sys-
A long list of ‘men "and \xomen,”w <'n-e it became a public graded

huve labored faivhfully at the he;ull

; x =el 2 al. Remembering so  distinetly
1 our educational s 1t | !
ul our educational system to bring it || privotions of the early  days,

% the
where it s today. Conditions were ! -
sometimes very unfavorable for mak | " ¥°» e tae more deeply appreci

a success. The insufliclency of funds| /'~ ©f the splendd faciiities - and
WaE umahy « handicapp w7 i’ -the advanitages Vsffered to the <hildren

/ ; , un-
talliug to ‘provide cquipment, teach- :\.I;o ‘at;:nﬂ school in .Kings Mou
ers sid many other neceseities ana|'®'™ toUay.

sory frame bulldng wbich was en-
laTged by the addition of wings on
elvacr slde. Perhaps yome ul* yYou re.
tuember the old building — In the
jform of a ¢ress with a h.gh tower 4.
[ frent ~— peinted white and vimir::
in brown. This building served as the
wown school after the
cwas  discontinued ang
|\.\\i;:: after . roepeated
ilempts, ft finally did
Yiining “to the ground.

|straight chaivs.
Lo janitor, so pupils and teachers swept

many |

requdrements for a good scheol.

It was the ‘usual’ situation to be
without chalk and erasers; to be
rhort on desks, with pupils sitting in |
Rarely, was there a

Overhead Cost ICom.rared
With Other ladusivial -
Sections .

$1.24 Or $1.83, '#Which?
(341 he cosats. They represent
equal amount o slie .
iLrger cost $1.85 is a composite

the floors, dusted and washed win-
dows after school.  If  there were
s ook a colleetion te pay for them ’ ar
O very cold days, scheol was  dis

miseed. because the furnace wm'lld 1 large group of faciories In a part
not work or the fire hadn't been: 2 the ccuntry that  has a long un-
gtarted. early enough to warm the! sroken industrinl development. The

bullding. swer cost $1.24 represents identical

crecitable records in colicze, v

T -

In the very early days . of the grad
td school the pupils were graduated
from the Tth and Rth gradés — but
as the town and school grew, the 9th

- somr” ontput more readily. And why

mality produced in North Carolina.

‘Which  would your rather pay?
Which would enfable you to eell

this difference? ;
It is not so difficult tn answer
these questions. Costs are lower in

10th and finally the 11th grades were
added. In spite of all its hardships,
and short comings many of the stu-

North Carolina not only because pre-
duction' is high but because the sec-
tion s not congested Industrially,

Cotton
Kings Mountain,

COMPLIMENTS

J. E. HERNDON

Jousing costs pre less, lands cost
less, building material cost less, comn-
bincd with fair taxes, gocd corpora-
tion laws, better health for employ-
es that make for higher degree of
production by @& class of workmen
that are 99 percent native, no city-
bred unrest element, no large labor
turnover and maney ,minor [factors.
1l sifien together make . for lower
cost. If you are a thinking manufac-
‘urer and inveetor :you ' know  thatl
wimy of the minor—as well as ma-

LY
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Successful PiongefS'
The Kings MOunt’ain_ Herald

And

- 30th ‘And"-S'lst Anniversary

1. Belk opened the doors of the MONROE
] ereafter, prother, Dr. BelK  DECAmT T A
sociate. From that historic day until this very day, fifty years hence, it
has been the policy -of this institution to follow the principals of the
“DO UNTO OTHERS as you would have them do unto

Golden Rule,
yow.”

BUY AND SELL QUALITY MERCHANDISE

at

FAIR PRICES

You will find this to be the practice in our Stores.

We invite Industry T'o Our Com:hunity

jor thinza ia really what makea the
business steady, reliable all of which
enters Intd> low wcost.

‘Many plants that hitve come to
thie section have learned these facts
und they are evidence within them-
selves.. .

Call on or write- J. K. Herndon,
Mayor of Kings Mountain, who will
give you more full anid domplete in-
formation. 5 :

Waste
North Carolina

Greetings On
" Your Go!den

.
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GEORGE H. EMERY
Certified Public Accountant
Fodural and State Tax Service

This
frtveppry

The Gasette will not filcker or lang:
8 based upon something

chinery.
* {The Gazette and The Alma Bnter-
prise and thoussnds of little Ameri-
-can meyspapers . in  little country
tcgyms of from thousand to fifty
: make fhelr living only: fn||

by p g the news ¢
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Phone 780
Statesville, N. C.
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