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TODAY'S BIBLE VERSE

Comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work. II Thessalonians 2:17.

Schools In 1960

The nation is observing American Ed-
ucation Week, considering the amount
of investment the nation makes in edu-
cation, the number of people collabor-
ating to provide instruction, and the
number of youthful crania seeking to
absorb instruction, would make these
November days more worthy of com-
ment than some of the “weeks” Ameri-
cans are prone to observe,

America and Americans owe much of
their success to education, and a per-
usal of the biographies of early Ameri-
can leaders will show that education did
not come easily and was expensive to
obtain. Indeed, every school child gets
an early lesson in the studying Abraham
Lincoln did by the light of an open fire,
and that wasn't long over a century ago.

North Carolina got its big educational
push in 1900 and its educational facili-
ties and caliber of instruction have been
on the road up ever since.

As recently as in 1911, the Cleveland
County board of education issued a
proud year-end report, The value of its
rural school property had reached the
astounding figure of $29,000, including
83 schools, only one of which remained
of log construction,

Today, $29,000 might build three
rooms, if the specifications aren't too
complicated, and the bidders rather

"hungry.

Education is big business in North
Carolina today and it continues to at-
tract the considerable interest of a ma-
jority of North Carolinians.

There are good reasons: an educated
citizens is a better citizen, earning more
for himself and producing more. In a
competitive world, where the stakes,
many thinR, are freedom versus slavery,
education may mean the difference be-
tween freedom and subjugation.

The term education, as it applies in
Kings Mountain and much of North Car-
olina, means public education, and few
associated with education would argue
that the schools were better in an earl-
ier day. They weren’t.

Teachers are better trained, breadth
of curriculum is greater, and teaching
tools are more varied and in greater
supply. One reason the schools are do-
ing a better job is that today’s parents
are better-educated than they were 30
and 40 years ago.

Attention is being called to the duties
of lay citizens to the schools.

There are several. Parents of school
children should lend parental discipline
to that of the teachers. Criticism should
be constructive rather than destructive.
Citizens should not be niggardly in pro-
viding funds for needed facilities,

World Freedom

The freedom won by the struggling A-
merican colonies from Great Britain in
1781 has sparked a continuing revolu-
tion around the world which continues
to be evidenced in the emergence of new
nations.

The once-popular ‘imperialism of na-
tions, as marked by colonialism, is wan-
ing by leaps and bounds. The demise of
colonialism began after World War I,
but has‘been accelerated vastly since
the end of World War IIL.

On the whole, if the experience of the
United States is a criterion, the move-
ment is good in the long run.

But there are examples at the mo-
ment which make it appear that nation-
alism is winning in séeme areas years, if
not decades, too soon, Certainly this is
true of the strife of the Congo, and in
many other areas is to be considered.
And who would argue that Cuba’s his-
tory, since local autonomy was attained,
has been a model for self-determination
in government?

Apparently, in dealing with many of
these nations, others have a choice of
dealing with and supporting govern-
ments which major in corruption or
taking an alternate chance of dealing
with revolutionaries who seldom think
they can stop their killing, once the
coup becomes successful.

Dealing with these emerging nations
poses a major problem for the free
world in a cold war.

Two Changes Needed

It is hoped that a change or two in
voting arrangements will be made be-
fore another election, certainly before
another quadrennial election involving
the presidency.

One is local,

The law of North Carolina requires
that a person, to qualify to be a Voting
citizen, must, in addition to being 21,

literate, sane, unconvicted of a felony, '

etc., have resided in North Carolina for
one year and within the precinct for 30
days.

Certainly there were some -citizens,
continuously of the United States, who
had moved to North Carolina during
late 1959 and the forepart of 1960, who
were disfranchised on Tuesday due to
the one-year requirement in the statute.

Some (depending on the laws of the
state from which they removed) were
able to vote in that state as an absen-
tee, though, when they moved here,
they established permanent residence
in North Carolina, Others could not.

The more ardent of the let’s-get-out-
the-vote contingent might jump to the
quick conclusion that the federal Con-
gress should pass a voting law taking
care of the moving about business, and
likely the group would include some
just-as-ardent states rightists, wuntil
their second thought hit.

Such an effort would create a filibus-
ter from the South to end all filibusters.
Indeed, successful passage of a federal
voting law of this type might include all
that the states rights Congressmen have
been fighting for years.

But the North Carolina General As-
sembly could handle the matter come
February. :

Since the “local” part of the law re-
fers only to the precinet, it would seem
that North Carolina could change its
voting requirements to United States
residence of a year, retaining the 30-day
within precinct requirement, or, at least,
reduce state-required residence to 90
days.

Another change a majority of citizens
would like to see is a change in the e-
lectoral college arrangment whereby,
theoretically, either of the presidential
tickets, by a 50-vote margin, could have
swept all of the 50 states on Tuesday,
and, whereby in actuality, every voter
for the loser on Tuesday lost his vote.

The electoral college arrangement is
a throwback to olden days when there
were more parties with more strength
and at a time when a good portion of
the thinking of political leaders was
that the average citizen was just that
and not to be completely entrusted with
all the final decisions. A sample of this
is the fact that it hasn’t been too many
years that North Carolina citizens have
been choosing their Senators directly.

Unanimity on this proposal should not
be expected. First, each set of party
leaders would do some careful analyzing
to see how they might be effected next
time around the voting horn. The Re-
pubhcans_. by registrations the minority
party, might see this change as too big
a boost to the enemy. Too, the GOP
might not look forward with enjoyment
to the heavy Democratic margins of the
once-solid South being’ added to the na-
tional totals, and the Democrats might
take a similar view regarding some of
the mid-Western states.

Sure to be opposed would be those
still dreaming of deadlocks within the
electoral college, bulwarked by third
party efforts, independent electors and
otherwise, with a chance of throwing
the choice into the laps of members of
the House of Representatives.

But all these complaints would be
lodged by system-figurers for victory.

The average voter is now sane enough
and literate enough to cast his own vote
and to have it counted. -

It's not too late to make a donation
to Kings Mountain United Fund.
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glad to see the short-of-sleep

nights and long hardworking

days past. ) \ .
m-m

One miark of the 1960 cam-
paign is that it will go down
likely, as one of the more hu-
miorless in history.

The party presidential stand-
ard-bearers were of the serious
brand, and their sometime ef-
forts at lamipooning and levity
were half-hearted and out-of-
character. Perhaps this was a
seasoned plan. With both can-
didates mere juveniles, as po-
litical ages go, it is likely they
both guarded themselves a-
gainst joking as too youthful..

m-m

Even the off«color jokes in
the un-printable category didn’t
get the boisterous laughter of
others in previous campaigns.

The printable ones were worse.

Sample: Had you heard that

the Vatican is to be moved to

Texas? Answer: The Pope

wants to roam on the range.
m-m

Oddball situations did devel-
ope, and many of them occurr-
ed in family splits. It wasn't
unusual to find wife and hus-
band parting in twain during
the campaign, where children
were involved, there were many
more splits, x

{As usual, the forthright young-
sters could and did report some
split situations that father and
mother, would have preferred
not to advertise,

One lad was asked his presi-
dential preference. He replied,
“Kennedy.” [The questioner
suggested fthat his father must
have instructed him. “Oh, no,”
the lad responded, “he claims
to be an Independent, but the
aint nothing but a Republican.”

m-m

Another parent had a son
who was active as a Teen-Age
Democrat. It was the night of
the Shelby rally, and the son,
who'd been working with
friends on placards and banners
for the evening show excitedly
reported to his father, “We're
going to a rally.”

m-m

Father replied, ‘I don't know -

why you say ‘we.’ You've got a
part on a program at the cHur-
ch tonight.” The lad thought a
minute, then brightened, *“I
believe T just forgot that.”

This didn’t suit the father,
who reminded his son that when
he accepted a responsibility he
must discharge it, which was a
worthy lesson indeed. [It was
later, during supper, that the
boy suddenly addressed his fa-
ther with a serious question,
“Dad, are you a Republican?”

His father laughed, “No, I'm
a Democrat, and I take it you
are, too. Why?"

m-m
The boy had two reasons he

considered excellent. His school |

A

friends were Democrats and,
ter all, Nixon was going
make 'em go to school
round! :

g

Some folk didn't let
bother 'am at all. A football
coach, 4
was asked whether he
a Friday night debate would
Ppare attendance at his football
game. He is quoted as asking,
“What te?” The questioner

E

contin “Between the candi-
dates.” The coach again, “What

oy
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Viewpoints of

Other Editors

WHAT PRICE ‘PRESTIGE'?

American “prestige” — which
suggests an international popu*
larity contest — may not be the

Pravda also seized upon Stev-
enson’s statement at Duke Uni-
versity that the Communist world
“looks more dynamic and we look
static.!l i

We do not think the facts a-
bout our international relations
should be denied the American
people, but there should be every
effort to give them a true

cal reasons, *

[The facts have been stretched
by both presidential candidates—
one on the pessimistic side and
the other on the optimiistic side.

The thing we fear is that some
of the Soviet Union's propaganda
is beginning to take effect on po-
litical leaders in America. - We
can understand poorly informed
people overseas falling for the
Communisits’ supremacy line,
but not our own citizens,

All of us must remember that
our information efforts overseas
are restricted to truth. The Com-
munists can exaggerate and dis-
tort to suit their devious purpo-
Ses.

There is a very real question,
too, as to what constitutes “pres-
tige,” or whether it is the most
important thing in the morld
struggle. Adherence to principle,
and strength coupled with con-
cern for freedom and peace —
these are the lasting things.

|As a world leader, we may go
through periods of unpopularity
when we have to make tough de-
cisions. Elected officials, .school
teachers and business executives
have all experienced this tempo-
rary rejection.

In the final analysis, however,
the test of those decisions lies in
whether the decider is following
a course that he believes to be
right and just. |

We must remember, too, that
all crucial foreign policy decisions
in recent years have been made
with the knowledge that our ene-
mies possess nuclear weapons.

This has ruled out hasty and
precipitous action in many world
crises, but it has also taken us to
the brink of conflict wihen we've
had to take a firm stand, We
may have lost “prestige” on both
counts, but we have kept ithe
peace and largely contained the

enemy.

Mhe conducting of foreign rela-
tions in a day when both sides in
the Cold War are armed to the
teeth with nuclear bombs is a

plcture
and not one distorted for poiiti-

failures on the part of employ-
ers. : |

All these moves have in them
an element of adjustmient to me-
chanical progress, automation or
obsolescence — of working out
fairness to human beings in the
face of longer train runs, heavi-
er loading winches or ithe casual-
ties of fashion. | |

The costly steel strike of 1959
showed that work rules are not
easily revised at the bargaining
itable — hence a continuing study
in that industry. The collapse of
the recent General Electric strike
showed a worker willingness to
accept an initially generous of-
fer, especially in the presence of
a potential buyers’ strike. The
example of the wid bene-
fits of the United Mine Workers’
welfare fund, paid for by a roy-
alty on coal tonnage however
mined, provides labor a strong
impetus to make peace with pro-
gress. — The Christian Science
Monitor.

ups. !
They defy philosophy.
But the miajor irritant on our

cruises into the left-turn lane of
a narrowing street and then dri-
ves straight ahead, defying the
rush of straight-ahead traffic. Or
the guy who chooses the straight-
l?t:aﬂ lane and blithely turns
' |

It takes, we've always been led

to believe, all kinds. - That even

10

THE TRIP DOWNTOWN
GETS TEDIOUS

It has been our observation,
more and more pronounced as
the years continue and traffic in-
creases, there’s nothing like the
drive to work to spoil a morning

It's not just the number of

cars in the 8:30 lanes, though the
It isn’t

Mountain area people

events taken from the 1950

Phone 118|
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Kings Mountain, N. C.
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SOMETHING NEW! @
Yes there is something new in
town! W K M T has a new sc-
hedule of programs and br-
and new : programming too.
All day, every day Jonas Brid-
ges, Don Curtis, Ray Eddy, Ed
Whitehead and Grady
Queen, the W K M T music-
makers, bring you a balance
of music, news, time, temper-
ature, sports, weather, and
shopping information — qll
especially keyed to this area.
Why don't you tune WKM T

everyday and see how you
like the new programming.

1220 ON THE RADIO

KINGS MOUNTAIN, N. C.

motoring list is the fellow who |.

Items of mews about Kinga||
- and

files of the Kings Mountois
Herald.

Telephogg
Talk’'

YOU'LL FIND NEW
FUN in telephoning when .
you use the little and
lovely Princess phone.
This royal addition to our
telephone family is per-
fect for any room in your
home. Keep it in mind

for that extra-special Christmas gift, too, So pretty, so

- N
B ] )

practical . . . it lights up when you lift the receiver. Let
this light-hearted gift add an extra warm glow on any
gift occasion.

HERE'S A HANDY TIP—
Don’t leave your calls hang-
ing in mid-air. If you have a
- wall phone, you need not let
the receiver dangle by the
cord while you leave the
phone for a moment during
a conversation, There’s a
notch on top for “parking”
the receiver. Take a look at
the illustration and you'll sce
just how it’s donme.
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