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By NEALE PATRICK

Armory Would Boost Basketball Here

Putting a few sports notes after another:

The proposed National Guard Armory for Kings
Mountain can be put to many uses, one which concerns
this corner being the availability for indoor sports and rec-
reation . . . Kings Mountain sorely needs an indpor gym or
Armory to provide our youth a winter time athletic pro
gram to match the spring, summer and autumn activities.

We have well-organized Little League baseball and
midget football for the outdoor seasons ... But nary a
place for recreation basketball leagues . . , Kings Moun
tain now claims one gym, at Central High, and four teams
(varsity and junior varsity, boys and girls) fall over each
other trying to practice or play.

An Armory here could answer the crying need for an
indoor space for additional basketball, and other gymnas-
ium sports.

The Western Caroiina League looks hopefully toward

its second season of operation in this neighborhood, and|.

can look proudly back at the fact that the Class D circuit
produced two pitchers with the best records in minor lea-
gue baseball last summer. g

Danny Hayling of Hickory was the biggest winner in
the minors, with 22 victories, one of only a half-dozen
chunkers with 20 or more wins . . . Lefty Bill Bethea o1
Lexington posted the lowest earned-run average in the
minors, allowing only 1.35 earned runs per nine inning
game . . . Hayling and Bethea were both 29-year old vet-
erans making sparkling showings in the infant league.

Incidentally, George Wilson had Hayling lined-up for

his Shelby Colonels, but turned him loose; hoping to sign

Tom Wright as his other vet . . . Then Wright decided a-
gainst playing again . . . And George reminded his buddy
of the decision at the Burmil fete in Gastonia recently . ..
Turning to Tom, George said, “There's the guy who could
have helped us finish in the first division. I let a 20-game
winner go to sign him, and then he didn’t play.

WNCHSAA Termed As Model League

The meeting of the policy committee of st_lper:inten
dents, including B. N. Barnes of Kings Mountain, in Ra
leigh last week, indicated that the men who administer the
school program are thinking in positive terms about ath
letics, instead of in a negative tone which some misinform-
ed persons believe, g

The superintendents stated that the athletic program
in high schools should be “encouraged” . .. That certain-
ly does not bear out the belief that the school heads are
seeking to tone-down athleties.

Out of the long meeting regarding school athletics
came a “pat on the back” for the WNCHSAA, of which
Barnes is the president . . . A state education official made
the remark in the session that the WNCHSAA, of which
the Southwest Conference and Kings Mountain are mem-
bers, is used as a model for athletic leagues throughout the
state. ;

Duke appears to be luring some of the top athletics in
the Southwest Conferenci. . . Jerry Francis of Chase High
has signed for a football cholarship at Duke, and Ronnie
.Hovis of Cherryville reportedly is headed for the Durham
school, if he doesn’t accept one of the expected big offers
to enter pro baseball.

Strictly opinion here, that the nicknames for the girls
teams in the Southwest Conference are stretching the En-
lish language . . . We, of course, have derived ‘“Mountain-
ettes” from ‘“Mountaineers” for the distaff side of Kings
Mountain sports . . . And other clubs are known as the
“Hilltopperettes, Tornadorettes, Wolverettes, etc. . . But
the strangest one has been dubbed on the Cherryville girls
basketball team, the “Lady Ironmen.”

Did Commish's Ruling Solve Problem?

“The basketball games themselves ran a poor second to
the related incidents connected with the sport during the
vocal sessions between press and coaches at the North-
South cage double-header at Charlotte last week-end . . .
Much of the discussion centered around ACC Commission-
er Jim Weaver's early-week edict suspending the trio of
players, Art Heyman of Duke, Larry Brown and Danny
Walsh of Carolina. '

From here, it doesn’t seem that the Commissioner has
solved any problems relating to trying to put a stop to the
extra-curricula activities which are marring more and
more of the games in the ACC . . . It seems that Weaver
has merely made scape-goats out of three players brand-
ing them as athletic criminals, while the real culprits, the
fans and students who poured onto the court, go scot-free
. . . Of course, Weaver has no jurisdiction over those per-
sons who joined the riot, even if they could be singled out
. .. But Weaver has, or should have, the authority to de-
mand that the schools take steps to stop similar acts in the
future, such as hitting the schools’ pocketbooks hard.

Coach Frank McGuire of UNC was still seething over the
commissioner’s lengthy report of the Carolina-Duke fight,
a report which the red-haired Irishman said: “Almost lea-
ves the impression that the game was played at Chapel
Hill, instead of Durham.” . . . McGuire also was unhappy
that other officials at Carolina refused to speak up in de-
fense of the Tar Heels and the school during the squabble
. . . He said: “Took what the Duke Athletic Director did. He
called a press conference and related the Duke side of the

-story. Did anyone at Carolina do or say anything, before I

SUURR RTINS

One of the questions most often heard in discussions
about the edict suspending the players was: How can
Duke's Heyman be half-guilty and half-innocent? . . . The
Duke sophomore star was permitted to play non-Confer-
ence games and can play in the tournament . . . But has
been ineligible for league games . . . Is the Blue Devil scor-
ing jet guilty or innocent? . .. You can't tell by the deci-
sion.

with a 296 set.

Barbara itopped her club with
a pair of 108 lines and a 299 ser-
ies.

END OF LINE — The string is running out on
the Mountaineer basketball season, the final
two games of the regular season coming up at
Lincolnton Friday night and the finale against
Belmont here mext Tuesday evening. But the
trio of young Mountaineers above can look

all ticketed for
campaigns.

ahead to another year or two of cage action.
Sammy Houston, left, is a junior, and Charles
Goodson, center, and Wally Harris are sophs,

plenty of cage action in future

The first quarters were the
ruination of Kings Mountail
basketball teams against Shelby
here Friday night. ;
Both local clubs were victim.
of hot-handed first period shoot-
ing by the visiting neighbors
and the deficits accumulated in
the opening stanzas proved to be
just about the difference in the
pair of lesses.

Shelby's igirls streaked out to
a 2:2-10 lead in the first quarter

First Quarter Deficits Wreck
Mountaineers Teams Vs. Shelby

GIRLS
Kings Mountain (64)
Forwards FG FT TP
Gladden 12 4 28
Weir 12 8 32
Lewis . 1 0 2
M. Plonk 0 0 0
Roberts 1 0.2
TOTALS 26

Plonk, Hendricks.

Wiright, Wallace.
Score by quanters:

Jayvees Lose
Pair To Lincs

Kings Mountain Jayvee cagers
lost a pair of close ones to Lin-

there last Thursday nighit.

The local girls lost by a 41-36
count and ithe KM boys dropped
a one-point decision, 38-37.

A 30-point spree led the Lin
colntton, while Peggy Plonk scor

led 18 to pace the Little Moun

igirlu;ﬁtes who trailed at halftime
The Little Mountaineers led
16-14 at halfitime, and still held
a two-point edge (28-26) at the
end of three quarters. But they
losit the lead in the last stanza
when leading scorer Butch Harry
fouled out of the game.

was (the top scorer in the game
with 17 points.

Mountain (36) Lincointon (43
F—Mauney . Bisk
F—Farr 8 Hubbard 5
C—Plonk 18 Smith &

:m“n ﬂmmm‘
Burton Hil
Inger

colnton junior wvarsity outfits;

Kings Mt. 10 18 13 23—64
Shelby 22 18 17 21-78
BOYS
Kings Mountain (45)
Player FG FT P 'rp!
Champion 2 45 2 3I
Parker 4 10-13 3" 18|
Adams 2 00 4 4
Clontz 4 00 0 8!
Robbs 3 00 2 6
Houston 000 1 0
Ross 0 1-1 0 1
TOTALS 15 15-19 12 45
Shelby (58)

Player FG FT PF TP
Shull 5 2.4 3 12|
Kouri 3 45 3710
Kennedy 7 000 3 14
S at 4 4.4 0 12
Noggle 4 23 1 10
White 0 00 0 O
Wilson 0O 00 1 O
Gardner 0 00 0 0O
Rabb 0 00 0 O
Hoyle 0.00 0 0
Stanley 0 00 0 0
Green 0 00 0 0[
TOTALS 23 12-16 12 58

Score by quarters:
Kings Min. 10 10 4 21—45
Shelby 21 17 4 1658

12 64! added 20.
Guards — Yates, Lennon, .|

Shelby (78)

Forwards FG FT TP
Craver 7 6 20|
Singleton 19 4 42
Roberts 6 2 14
Waldrop 1 0 2
Cline 0 0 0

TOTALS 320212 T8

Guards — Woods, Putnam,

i bid to overtake the big Shelby

{four games of the North-South

and the final margin was 14
points (78-63) as the local lass
ies played ithe visitors on virtual-
ly even terms ithe rest of the way

The Mountaineers also fell far
behind in the first eight minutes,
trailing, 21-10, at the break, and
finally losing by a 13-point
spread, 58-45,

Both Kings Mountain clubs
outscored itheir rivals in the final
quarter and the Mountaineers
outscored the Lions in the entire
second half.

The "Mountainetties displayed
their best one-two scoring punch
of the year, as Marlene Weir
hooped 32 points and Pat Glad-
den 28. But they fell slightly
short of Shelby's pair of scoring
stars, Jump-shooting Diane Sin
gleton scored 42 and Sis Craver

Marlene equally divided her
32 points with 16 each half,
while Pat hit the nets for 18 of
her markers in the final half.
Shelby’s ace, Diane, scored 25 in
the first half to help her club as-
sume the lead which proved the

margin of victory.
The Mountaineers made their

lead which stood at 38-20 at half-
time and outscored the Lions af-
er intermission.

The rivals scored only two
field goals and four points each
in a slow third period, then the
Mountaineers broke loose for 21
markers in the founth stanza,
compared to 16 for the SWC lead-
ers,

Punch Parker contributed a big
18 points to the Mountaineer
couse and was high scorer in the
game, He connected on four field
goals and sank ten of 13 at-
tempts from ithe foul line.

The 18 points represent the top
figure posted by Parker this sea-
son, and matches the most points
scored in a single game by a
Mountaineer. Arthur Allen also
scored 18 in one of the early sea-|
son games against Grover.

All five Shelby starters hit in
the double-digits and also scor-
ed all of the Lions' 58 points.
Steve Kennedy's 14 markers led
the winners, scoring all his
points on seven field goals.

The Mountaineers showed a
marked improvement in foul
shooting in 'the game, hitting 15

out of 19 from the line.

George Wd;on
Named Manager
At Statesville

Kings Mountain's George Wil-
son will make a return engage
ment as a manager in the Wes
tern Carolina League this sum
mer,

The veteran outfielder was na-
med this week as the manager
of the Staltesville entry in the

Class D circuit. The announce-
ment was made by Owl club

cwner, Fleete McCurdy, of Kings
Mountain.

MeCurdy said that Wilson was
hired as manager for the States-
ville team by the new Los Ange-
les Angels of the expanded A-
merican League, Statesville has
obtained a working. agreemen
with the California team, and
Wilson also will serve as a scout,
in addition to his managerial
duties, for the LA club.

Wilson managed the Shelby
team in the Western Carolina
League’s initial season.

He has been working in Shel-
by during the off-season, and for
the past few weeks has been in
contact with the Los Angeles
team regarding a baseball post.
Only a week ago, Wilson still
was considering an offer to join
the club in spring training, seek-
ing an outfield berth, He had
talked with Manager Bill Rig-
ney regarding such a position on
the new American League club.

The 1961 season will mark the
second straight campaign that
Kings Mountain residents head
the Statesville team. MeCurdy is
the club president and owner for
the second straight year, and
Jake Early opened last season at
the helm of the Owls,

One of the top sluggers in the
minor leagues, Wilson plans to
play in the outfield, in addition
to his managerial chores. Wil-
son's batting average of .382 was
tops in the WCL last year, al-
though he did not make enough
plate appearances to be crowned
the official bat champ.

Bethware claimed two teams
in the semi-finals as the. Tri-|
County ftournament moved along|
toward crowning champions ml
the boys and girls divisions. |

The Bucaneer teams were the
first clubs to gain the semi-finals|
round, both posting victories last|
Friday night, the second evening
of the event for the ten schools
in the three county circuit. Both
Bethware teams, however, faced
the dubious possibility of play-
ing the undefeated and top-seed-
ed clubs in the semis.

Bethware’s girls, fourth place
finishers in the regular season,
scored a 44-35 win over North
Brook to gain the semi-finals
brackett against top-seeded
Burns of Polkville team, The
semi-finals game is scheduled
for Thursday night at 7:15 in the
Shelby Community .Center.

Linda Herndon scored 22
points and Pat Bolin 20 to lead
the Lady Buccaneers, the pair,
scoring all but two of the team’s:
points.

Coach Bill Powell's Bucarlleer
boys sta a great domeback to
dega]t fgﬁi‘thwanked Union, 48.
46. Bethware, fifth in the regu-
lar campaign, trailed by as much
as 13 poinits in the first half and
was down by 29-23 margin at in-
termission.

But led by Jerry Morris’ 17 and
John Cashion’s 15 the Bfics me-
thodically ftrimmed the deficit
and took the lead ait 44-43 with
three minutes to go. Bethware
held on after ithat to score the
impressive comeback victory.

The win advanced the Bues in-
to the semis against either top
seeded Nerth Brook or No. Three
at 8:15 Saturday might,

The Grover buys who tied No.

Bethware Clubs Play Top-Seeded
Teams In Tournament Semi-Finals

KM Area Te_a;ns |
Finish High
In Tri-County

Basktball teams from two of
the county schools due to con-
solidate with Kings Mountain
High next year finished among
le top four in the girls division
race in the Tri-Counity Conferen-
ce

lountaineer Teams Lose
ose Games At RS Central |

Close wasn’'t enough for the
Mountaineer basketball teams
who lost a pair at R. S. Central
on Tuesday night.

Coach Bill Bates’ * Mountain-
ettes came back from a 13-point
halftime deficit to trim the final
margin to one point, losing a 44.
43 heartbreaker.

The Mountaineers of Coach
Don Parker also made a late ral-
ly which closed the gap to one
point with two and a half min-
utes to play, then fell vietim to a
sevies of intercepted passes and
lost, 41-35.

Outcome of the pair of games
all but clinched the final finish-
es in the Southwest Conference
for the pair of Kings Mountain
clubs,

The Grover lassies, coached by
Principal James Seruggs, finish.
ed second with a 15-3 mark, be-
hind leader Burns of Fallston
with 18 straight triumphs. |

Bethware's girls, coached by
Blaine Froneberger, finished in
fourth position with a 11-7 mark.

As result both teams received
seeded positions in the Tri-Coun-
ty tournament at Shelby.

The high finishes this year
continue the impressive records
by the two wschools in  recent
seasons. The Bethware girls won
the Cleveland County regular-
season and tournament titles
two years ago, and the Grover
girls were runners-up in
county event last winiter.

Nonth Brook of Lincoln County
copped the boys title in the Tri-
County loop with Bethware fin-
ishing in a tie for fifth and Gro-
ver in a tie for eighth.

FINAL STANDINGS

the 1

The Tocal girls have about
wrapped-up sixth place in the
league, with a current record of
three wins and nine losses. The
Mountainettes do not have a
chance of overtaking the fifth
place club, and Belmont and
Cherryville, with only one win
each, have little chance of over-
taking the local lassies,

A sixth place team, the Moun-
tainettes will meet the third
place SWC finisher in the Con-
ference tournament, and the pre-
sent third-place club is Shelby.

The KM boys have a 2-10 rec-
ord, and can not climb higher
than the present seventh place
clot, and eighth-place Forest
City is winless in 12 games and
has little chance of tying the
Mountaineers for seventh.

The seventh-place team in the
boys division will meet the sec-
ond-place club in the tourna-
ment, a spot now held by Chase,

GIRLS
Teams W L Pct
Burns of Polkville 18 0 1.000
Grover 15 3 833
Crest 14 4 .778
Bethware 11 7 611
North Brook 10 8 .556

Three for eighth-ninth in
Conference lost to No. Three, 40-
36, on the opening night of the
tournament last Thursday.

Jack Mullinax hooped 19
points and Butch Moss added 12,
while Toby Thrift tallied 25 for
No. Three.

The loss eliminated Grovel
from the single-élimination e
vent. :

Grover's girls, second-place
finishers and second seeded in
the tournament, with a 15-3 rec-
ord on the season, made their
first appearance in the tourna-
ment Wednesday night, meeting
the No. Three girls. The No.
Three lassies won their opener
last week, defeating Sunshine,
46-32,

The Grover girls won four ga-
mes from No. Three during the
regular season, only two, how-
ever, counting in the Conference
standings.

Semi-finals games in the tour-
namenit are carded for Thursday
and Saturday nights, with a boys
and girls game each evening.

The championship clashes in
both divisions are scheduled for
next Monday night, Feb. 27,

Card Tutors Prep
Golfers For Free

Percy Card will give free in
struotion fto the Kings Mountain
High School golf team this
spring. :

The announcement here las
week that the Kings Mountai
Country Club golf pro had beer
1employed for the task was incor
rect., Card will ftutor the high
school linksmen without charge
to either the school or the Wo
men's Golf Association of the
KMCC which asked Card to un
dertake the task.

Tar Heels Clinch Title - Share,
State Gets Revenge In Coliseum

BY NEALE PATRICK
The North rose, again, slap-
ping down the South, suh, in all

basketball double-headers at
Charlotte Coliseum last week-
end.

In contrast to last year when
the Pallmetto teams whipped the
Ole North State rivals three out
of four in startling surprises, the
North teams, that's Carolina and
Sate, ftook all four this time.

For the Tar Heels, the pair of
wins were just two more steps in
the NCAA and self-imposed shor-
tened campaign and assured U-
NC of a share at least in the one
remaining consolation of a crazy,
mixed-up season.

Carolina romped on South Car-
olina, 92-68, and came from be-
hind at halftime to nip a stead-
g‘_v improving QOlemson club, 61-

The viatories assured the Tar

all three means everything to us.
“There are three champion-
ships for an AOC team. We have
won ‘the first, the Dixie Classic,
and now we can win the regular
season crown fin the conference
if we beat Duke. That will give
us two out of three for the year,
and the only two  available to
us.

You can be sure that we will
give it all we have o whip Duke

That rubber game of the year
with Duke is set Saturday after-
noon, the TV game of the week.

McGuire also took note of the
fadt that in this “home league”
Duke's three Conference losses
have been suffered on the road—
at State, Wake Forest and Mary-
land. And Saturday'’s game is
carded for Chapel Hill

The gold dust twins, York La-

| Coach Evereft Case felt hi

State lads had gained some mea
sure of revenge with its pair o
wins, 63-52 over Clemson and 97
84 over South Carolina. That was
balm for the pair of lickings ir
the twin bill at Charlotte
year.

“We have tmouble getting ‘up’
for these Souh Carolina teams al-
though ithey did beat us here
last year,” observed the veteran
Wolfpack mentor, “We don't
have the natural rivalry with
them, and let me tell you some
thing else. Those South Carolina
teams are improving. Clemson
plays good defense ana that
Gamecock club, boy, they come|
at you fast. You have to be ready
to stop their quick attack.”

The Wolfpack cracked the
North-South twin bill team scor-
ing figure with the 97 points a-
gainst fthe Birds, in a game
which supplied the unusual dis-
tinotion of the all five starters on

las

the, gilenboro

711 .389
No. Three 6 12 .333
Burns of Fallston 513 278
{ Union 414 222
| Sunshine 018 .000

BOYS

Teams W L Pect
North Brook 18 0 1.000
Burns of Fallston 15 3 .833
Ellenboro 14 4 .T78
Union 10 8 .556
Bethware 9 9 .500
Burns of Polkville 9 9 .500
Crest 711 389
Grover 4 14 222
No. Three 4 14 222
Sunshine 018 .000

Shelby, Lincs
'Nearing Titles

Shelby’s boys and the Lincoin-

repeat title performances in the
Southwest Conference.

The Lions defeated their clos
est rival, Chase 46-44, Tuesday
night to assure Shelby of no less
than a tie for ithe crown. Shelby
has lost one game and Chase
three, with two games to play.
Charlie Noggle and Ed Kouri
with 14 each led Shelby.

The Shelby girls virtually
handed the girls crown to Lin-
colnton, defeating Chase 64-56 as
Sis Craver tallied 32 and Diane
Singleton 28. It was the second
loss for Chase, while Lincolnton
has lost one.

feating Forest City, 34-30. The
Line boys also won, 55-32.
Cherryville girls won their

first game of the year, defeating

boys shocked Cherryville, 66-40,

to deadlock the two teams for

third place in the circuit.
SOUTHWEST STANDINGS

GIRLS
Teams W L Pct.
Lincolnton o I R by
Chase 10 2 .833
Shelby 9 3 .750|
RS Central 7 5 583
Forest City 6 6 .500
Kings Mountain 3 9 2%
Belmont 111 .083
Cherryville 111 .083
BOYS
Teams W L Pct
Shelb v 11- 1 917
Chase 9 3 .150
Belmont 8 4 .667
Cherryville 8 4 .667
Lincolnton B T 417
RS Central 5 7 417
Kings Mountain 210 .67
fmvest City 012 .000

WCL To Conduct
Baseball School

The Western Carolina League
will conduct a baseball school

| for rookies and free agents at

Statesville from March 20
through April 15.

The announcement was made
here today by League President
John Henry Moss who said that

the managers of the Class D loop

ton girls have all but clinched|

Lincolnton's girls took a step|
of their own toward the title, de-|

Belmont, 48-35, but the Belmont|

but with Belmont and Cherry-
| ville possibilities for the runner-
up post,

|

{ In Tuesday's game, the KM
| girls located the hoop for only
ione field goal in the first quar-
[ter, and saw the deficit increase
| to 27-14 at halftime.

Pat Gladden began finding the
range in the third stanza for
nine points and the Mountain-
ettes trimmed the RSC lead to
39-31 and with Marlene Weir
leading the way In the last quar-
| ter, ithey chopped the margin to
the final one point.

Pat and Marlene scored 12
points each to lead and sub Di-
ane Roberts chipped in with ten.

The Mountaineers also started
sloyely and fell behind 17-12 at
halftime and still trailed going
into the final period. Gradually
the KM lads trimmed the deficit
to one point with slightly over
two minutes to play, but the
Hilltoppers made a series of in-
terceptions under their own bas-
ket and scored nine straight
points before ithe Mountaineers
could score again.

James Robbs was the only
Mountaineer able to connect
with consistency, hitting five
field goals and leading the scor-
ing with 12 points. Chester
Clontz was the only other Moun-
taneer able to hit more than one
from the floor.

The losses were the second
| close ones of the vear for the
|Muun!;aineer teams to RSC who
| bowd in three-point defeats here.

Kings Mountaln closes its sea-
son with a jaunt to Lincolnton
|on Friday, then meet Belmont
| here next Tuesday night in the
finale.

1
|

GIRLS
Kings Mountain (43)
Farwards FG FT TV
Gladden 5 P T
Weir ! & 42
Lewis 2 1 5

| M. Plonk 2 0 4

| Roberts 3 4 10

| TOTALS 16 11 43

| Guards — Lennon, Yates, J.

| Plonk, Hendricks.
.5 R. S. .Central  (44)
Forwards FG FT T}
Waters 4 0 3
Beaver 2 0 B
Morrison 7 6 20
Sisk 3 0 6
Morrow 3 0 6
Elliott 0 0 0
TOTALS 19 6 44
Guards — Coffey, Wallace,

Cash, Devinney, Lewis, Prootor.
Score by quarters:

Kings Mtn. 3 11 17 12—43
R. S, Central 11 16 12 5—44
BOYS
Kings Mountain (35)
Player FG FT PF TP
Champion ke o 3G i
Parker 1 69 0 R
Adams 1 12 3 3
Clontz 2 00 0 4
Robbs S 250 a3
Ross o s 25 R Y T3
Houston 1 01 1 2
TOTALS 12 11-20 8 35
R. S. Central (41)

Player FG FT PF TP
Searcy 4 45 3 12
Buff 6 021 12
Calahan 4 01 5 8
Cullbreth, 2 33 0°7
Dalton, 0 00 0 0O
Geer 1 00 2 2
F. Laughter 0 0.0 1 0
L. Laughter 0 00 1 0

TOTAL 17T 711 13 41
Score by quarbers:

Kings Mtn. 8 6 9 1435

R S.Central 11 6 11 13—41

| ri s AR




