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Pat’s
Peckings |

By NEALE PATRICK

Who's Fa?ori’re In Junior Race?

jon junior baseball arrived on the sports scene a-
gainlﬁagi;' wéek, with slightly-less fanfare than often has
been the case with the summer kid diamond program.

e season, in fact, slipped upon us and the teams
headg into the Area Four race without anyone having a
concrete idea about the season’s favorite . . . If you re-
member your past junior basecball seasons, you recall that
some team always was touted as “loaded” in the pre-sea-
son pickings . . . Usually you could put the finger on a Gas-
- tonia or a Shelby club as the potential power, and in re-
cent seasons the Linc-Cherries rated highly on the stren-
gth of such pitchers as Tony Cloninger and Ronnie Hovis,

The Area favorite as the teams took their first swings
this week, however, hasn’t shown itself . . . The ,folks who
usually claim to know about such things haven’t put one
of the clubs out on the odds-on favorite’s limb.,

Closest thing to one of the clubs admitting strength
came from PopgSimmons of Shelby recently, and that
might be a tip-off because, as you know, the veteran men-
tor usually lets his kids take care of their winning on the
field . . . But in recent gab session with some fellgw coach-
es, Pop let it out that, “we are going all the way” . . . Per-
haps, Pop was kidding, but you never know . . . For one
thing, Shelby figures to have the depth of pitching that it
takes for survival in junior baseball . . . Charles Noggle,
Ed Kouri, Harry Mauney and Hugh Hardin provide mound

strength,

The overall play in the Area, and throughout junior
baseball, for that matter, should be improved this sea-
son, as result of the new rule which has given sev_eral
players on almost every team an extra year of eligibility .
. . Youths 18 years of age and high school graduates can
play this summer which should mean a faster brand of

Legion Baseball.

Kings Mountain, for instance, received a big boost
from the new rule which permits all boys born January 1,
1943 and thereafter to play this summer . .. Some nine
players on the current squad gained the extra year of eli-
gibility, including six holdovers from last summer. . . Boys
given the added year of eligibility include Ronnie
Pearson, Bud Sanders, Tommy Barrett, Punch Parker and
Randall Haynes, all members of last year’s team, along
with Ken Cash, a newcomer.

One Weekend Game On KM Home Card

Local Legion officials aren't particularly pleasgd_wzth
the first round Area schedule as drawn by commissioner
John Yandle but they plan to make the best of the half-
dozen games here,

The slate shows that Kings Mountain \_vill lsvlay five of
its first-round games in the first thred playing dates of }he
week (Monday-Tuesday-or-Wednesddy), and o one'on
the last two weekend dates . . . The¢ break-down by days
shows one game on Monday, two each on Tugsday and
Wednesday, and one on Saturday, with none on Friday.

Dating the season in junior baseball, the Area Four
race continues throvgh June 28, and the Area playoffs
must be completed before the opening of the state semi-
finals (between Area champions) on July 19 ... The state

McCarter Victim
Of Six Errors
In 1-3 Defeat

Ernest McCarter’s mound luck
follows the same pattern it set
last summer . . ., bad.

The Kings Mountain juniors
right-handed hurler fiom York
ran into the same brand of luck
which plagued hitn most of last
year., He hurled a six-hitter at
Charlotte 262 team at Highland
Park in Charlotte, but was the
viatim of a half-dozen errors and
lost, 7-3.

Five of the runs were unearned
as the defense fell completely a-
part in the seventh inning when
three errors premitted four !
earned runs to score: That wild
frame proved ito be the margin

club,

McCarter's mound performan-
ce identically matched that by
Kenny Willson ggainst Mt. Holly
the night before . . . each allow-
ing six hits, each walking two
and fanning ten. But where fthe
fielding was sharp against the
Hollies, it sagged against Char-
lotite

frames, and he was aided by one
double play, ironically, just the
inning before the same infield
blew up with ithree myiscues .
For the second straight night,
Lawrence Bolin was one of the
KM team's leading hitters, with
a double and wsingle, and this
time he shared the bat heroics
with Robert Munday.

The stocky young product from
Qlover rapped a pair of singles,
one of the knocks driving home
two runs, and Munday scored the
other run afiter some daring base
running.

Bolin and Munday obtained
the hits as Kings Mountain pick-
ed up its first two tallies in ' the
sixth, to trim the Charlotte lead
to 3-2. Bolin was wiped out on a
fielder's «choice following his
blow, but Ron Pearson and Pun-
¢h Parker who walked came a-
round to score-on Munday’'s sing-
le to left. =
Munday started a mild KM ral-
ly in the mninth, walking and
stealing both second and third,
scoring on pinch hitter Barry
Gibson's sacrifice fly. L
[But all that came too little too

late for Kings Mountain.
Charlotte 11i two in the
fourth on a, i'single by Byron

Slaughter antl Al|{Barnett’s long
triple, the latter coming home
on MeCarter's wild pitch. Those
were the lone earned runs for the
Charlotte nine.

A tihtird-out dropped ball in
right field by Richard Little ad-
mitted another Charlotte run in

finals must begin by July 28 and the state champion

crowned by August 10 . . . The Ole North State winner a-|
gain will play in the new-style six-team regionals to be|

held at Sumter, with other state champs from South Car-
olina, Georgia, Virginia, Florida and Alabama.

The six-team regionals and the eventual eight-team
national finals (thus eliminating the sectional tourna-
ments) were the brain-children of Lou Brissie, but he stay-
ed around only one year of the new plan, designed to trim

the fifth, and three infield er-
rors went along with a single
and a walk to hand the hiost club
four unearned tallies in the sev-
enth. Bud Sanders committed
two of the bobbles, Bolin the
other.

Punch Parker pulled the field-
ing play of the game for Kings
Mountain, a throw from center-
field to mab a runmer at the

travel and expenses,

Brissie recived the heave-ho from National Legion of-|

ficials in March with the hint that junior baseball may be,
in for a “de-emphasis’” on the national scale . . . It seems
that Brissie put in his time strictly with junior baseball,
and the powers-that-be felt that the national commission-
er should devote some of his time to other Legion duties,
for budgetary reasons.

Former KM Coaches Head Other Clubs

A pair of former Kings Mountain coaches are heading
the Legion programs for a couple of neighbors this sum-|
mer . . . Ex-Mountaineer coach Jack Sink, now of Myers
Park High in Charlotte, is tutoring Post 262 club in the
Queen City for the third straight year ... Buddy Lewis,|
mentor of the KM juniors one summer, is the new athletic
officer and heads the board of coaches for Gaston Post 23.

Gastonia's Chicago-Cub style board of coaches is
something new in the legion ranks, and Lewis admits the

innovation came-about for financial reasons, with the
mentors serving gratis,

While the Legion junior and high schoo! baseball pro-
grams are closely inter-meshed with the use of the same

players, elc., it's interesting to note that Jack Sink is one
of only two coaches of the 14 teams in Area Four who al-
so tutors the high school baseball team in the same town .
. . 'The other is Wally Carpenter at Rutherfordton . .. The
other coaches are “imports” from county schools, such es
"Bill Powell here and Pop Simmons at Shelby, a mentor
from a rival community such as Gaither Cline of Gastonia
High and the Belmont juniors, or coaches unaffiliated with
ithe schools.

"This week’s issue of The Sporting News inecludes the
first of four special editions for the season on Legion base-
ball and one of the items of interest is the fact that the
“junior” tag has been dropped by the American Legion in
referring to the baseball program . . . Henceforth, the pro-
gram will be known as “American Legion Baseball.” . , .
That's all well and good, but after some 35 years of “jun-
jor baseball”, it will be hard for the fans and followers to
make the change.

Back to the “favorite’s tag” for this area, one source
puts the finger on Forest City and Charlotte 9. .. Those
two may rank with the top clubs, Forest City certainly
having the pitching in the likes of Johnny Hawkins and
Jerry Steffey, and the Charlotte club has two of the better
players of the area in Gary Black and Dickie Kelly . . . But
meither appears to be the type of powerhouse which has
often opened the season as the odds-on favorite in Area

Four ... Time will tell, '

plate for the final out of the
third frame. With two away
Jack Scott doubled, and Joe Tur-
ner singled to center, but Parker
fired a strike in the air to Ron
Pearson to nip the runner by ten
feet,

Kings Mt. AB R H_1bi
Barrett, ss 5 00
Bolin, 3b R | e S
Pearson, ¢ & S ETR
Parker, of 2 %70
MeCanter, p 4 0.0 0
Munday, T Rl
Sandens, 2b b Y 5 il | BT
Leigh, 1b 3 0 0 0O
Little, rf SRR 5 Y 8 ¢ B
Young, «f r JERE | N
A-CGibson 0 0.0,
| C-Green 0O 0 o0 OI
TOTALS g1 Fg

A-Saerifice fly for Leigh in 8th.
C-Walked for Young in 9th,

Charlotte 262 AB R H rbi diamond diadem in a row.
Turner, 1f 3 2 2 1 7phe *Blue ‘Devils, a Johnny-
Slaughter, cf 4 2 1 0jome-lately club in the NCAA
Thompson, ss 2 X N6 play, whipped #fth-ranked na-
Barnett, rf 4 1 2 1ltjonally Florida State, 7-2, and
Wilkerson, p 4 0 0 0l gouthern Conference champion
Kelly, ¢ 4 0 0 O west Virginia, 7-3, for the pair
?Ihz::\’.sll)b g é g g of triumphs which send Duke to

ant, t 1 W -
St B ko ohr:.amlege orld Series in Oma
Tweed, p 0O 0 0 O ;emgerl momslt& c:l'lampioﬁ“'(in

1 ) Oklahoma te is the first

TOTALS 4 S SR AR
Kings Mt, 000 002 001_ 3 ’r'@i..;h fm the Dukes on Friday
Charlotte 000 210 40x 7 i

E __ Pearson, Leigh, Little,| , Duke is the fousth straight

Sanders 2, Bolin; DP ___ Sanders
and Leigh; LOB ___ Kings Mt. 8,
Charloite 4; 2B _ _ Scoft, Bolin;
3B __ Barnett; SB __ Munday 3,
Thompson, Slaughter, Barnett; S

. Thompson, Hant; SF __ Gib-
son; WP . McCarter; PB ___
Kelly 2, Pearson; U __. Hawkins
& Pare; T . 2:20.

Pitching IP HR Er Bb So
McCarter 8 6F 2310
Wilkerson 8% 53 36 5
Tweed % 00 0 0 O
Larry Pearson

-
Enters Air Corps

This is a reverse twist . . . the
American Legion - sponsored
Kings Mountain jumiors have
lost a payer to the armed ser-
vices,

Larry Pearson, a member of the
junior team for the past two
years, and a candidate this year,
has enlisted in the U. S Air
Corps. .

un-|.

for Coach Jack Sink’s Charlotte}

The right-hander fanned at|
least one batter in seven of the|

3/3 NCAA Dbaseball

" Juniors DiVid

LG

mu. —_ ‘This is very much Robert Munday, the dawzling running back
a season and these three players are from Clover who scored two touchdowns a-
starring for the Kings Mountain Legion jun- gainst .the Mountaineers last fall, Ernest Mc-
lors. the starting outfield, for instance; in the Carter who quarterbacked York to the state
: Monday night. And if you chan- finals in its class last fall. and Punch Parker,
gé the sport to football, the trio would cem- the 20 TD maker for the Mountaineers.
prise three-fourths of one of the finest prep (Photo by Claire Gilstad)

en

Jerry Morris has added anoth-
er honor to his growing collec-
tion.

The Bethware senior has been
named as one of the catchers on
the all-state high school baseball
team, selected by The Greensbo-
ro News, The announcement of
the mythical team was made Sun-
day by tHe paper which annual-
ly selects all-state clubs in all
prep spornts.

Morris was one of the half-
dozen all-state performers pie-
tured in the article which also
noted that the slugging southpaw
hitter was the top stickman on
the team, with a phenomenal .627
batting average on the campaign.

The allstate nomination is the
second honor in the last two
weeks for the Buccaneer and for-
mer Kings Mountain Legion ju-
nior star. He also has been se-

ball game in Greenville, S. C., on
June 16-17.

Writing for the Daily News,
sports scribe Tom Northington
quoted Bethware Coach Bill Po-
well on Morris:

“He”s just the boy a coach
wants behind the plate all the
time. A tremendous play, no
question about it. Seven players
tried to steal on him and all sev-
en were thrown out.”

Morris has been the regular
catcher and top hitter for Beth-
ware High for four seasons and
he also was the catcher and the

Kings Mountain juniors. He was
the runner-up in the batting race
the other season.

lected as a member of the wes-
‘tern '% to play in the
annual J\g‘e\s‘t all-mrm'

leading hitter two years for the, ,nq Wingate.

His long-range bat bashings

this year included five doubles,

Jerry Morris Selected As Catcher
On All-State High School Team

! all-state \g part-
ner on the Daily News team is
Dave Morgan ' from Greensboro
Senior High. :
ence pitching aces, Ronnie Ho-
vis of Cherryville and Johnny
Hawkins of Forest City were
picked on the 16-member team,
Hovis as a pitcher and Hawkins
as a utility outfielder.

Other players from this area
named to the mythical club are
Gary Black of Charlotte Garin-
ger and Gene Isenhour of Hick-
ory, both outfielders.

The all-state honor isn't new
to Morris, who also was selected
on the Greensboro paper's state-
wide mythical American Legion
junior bascball club last summer.

Biddix Posted
. Mound Mark :

R ;

by Biddix won m?? If of
the games the Wake' ~
freshman baseball team copped
this spring.

The right-hander firom Beth-
ware and former Kings Moun-
tain Legion junior posted a sea-
son”s mark of four wins and
two losses in ithe Baby Deacon’s
seven-seven year.

Biddix hurled a win over each
of the Dacs’ Big Four opponents,
Duke, Carolina, and State, and
won his other game from ‘Presby-
terian Junior College, His pair of
mound losses were to Carolina

The slender right-hander also
put on weight during his fresh-
man season, now ftips the scales
at 180. :

BY NEALE PATRICK ./

The Atlantic Coast Conf s
proud of its heritage in football
iand basketball, #s methodically
acquiring the rating as the king
of college baseball in Dixie.

Duke’s Blue Devils had it re-
latively easy in Gastonia last
weekend to captre the district
tournament
{ with two straight victories, thus
giving the ACC its fourth district

ACC team to win the district event
at Gastonia, tthe third in a row
to capture ithe title without the
loss of a game. Carolina last
yvear and Clemson in 1959 also
won’the crown without a loss in
the double-elimination tourna-
ment. Clemson also copped in
‘58 but lost a game.
Coach Ace Parker was beaming
broadly after the Saturday niglu'
final victory over West Virginia.
“l can't wunderstand what
some people are saying about
this Duke club, that we backed-
into the distriat tournament just
because Carolina lost two games
to Virginia,” observed the Blue
Devil mentor, “We won our way
into the tournrament, winning
seven of the last eight games of
the season, and the only loss
was a non-conference game with
Navy. '

Pitching Depth And Late-Season
i Improvement Carzy Duke To Finals

rida State to open the year and
dropped five of our first six ga-
mes"”, Parker pointed out. “The
boys began playing good base-
ball after that and the turning
point of the season was our
game at Chapel Hill a few weeks
ago . . . we went over there and
started hitting the ball hard,
winning 10-4, and the boys have
been hitting hard ever since.”

Parker looks with confidence
on the college World Series,
thanks to the best-balanced pit-
ching staff he has ever coached.

“I have three pitchers: I would-
n't be afraid to start in any
game,” he says of Don Altman,
Butch Williams and Ronnie Ka-
lish, “And I have three good re-
liefers, too.”
quite a change firom
Duke’s other trip ito the college
world series, in 1953.

“l had only two pitchers I
could count on then, Joe Lewis
and George Craver, and Craver
blistered his finger in the second

game and was of no more use,|

and Lewis had to pitch in every
game,” recalled Parker.

Duke staged late rallies to
wrap-up both wins at Gastonia.

After seeing an early 2-0 lead
deadlocked, the Blue Devils pu-
shed over five runs in a wild
eighth inning against Florida
State. A three-base throwing er-
ror on Kalish's sacrifice bunt,
followed by five walks, four for-
cing home runs broke the game
open.

In the finals Saturday, Duke
trailed 1-0 until the sixth when
they tallied three, added another
cn ithe tournament’s lone homer
by Rex MaKinley and three more
in the ninth to oust West Vir-
ginia.

Parker's three pitching aces
shared the responsibilities, Wil-
liams and Kalish coming to Alt-

Eight teams are ready to go in
the Kings Mountain Little Lea-
gue baseball program for the 19-
61 season.

The eight-team league, an in-
crease of two clubs over last
year, is scheduled to open Mon-
day night, June 19th. Double-
headers will be played four
nights a week, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday and
the schedule will - continue
through the first week in August
and will be followed by a single-
climination tournament.

Each team will play the other
seven members of the league two
games each.

All games will be played at
the ey’ e League field at)
:he Deal Recreation Cen-
er.

Little League Commissioner
Bob Maner is drafting the sche-
dule for the season and it will
be announced next week.

_The Optimist Club and the Po-
lice Club are additions to the lo-
cal Little League program this
year.

The Kings Mountain Little
League is not affiliated with the
state and national program this
season and the local teams will
continue to play on a local basis
throughout the summer,~instead
of disbanding in late June to se-
lect an all-starteam to praetici-
pate in the district tournaments.

“ommissioner Maner listed the
eight team enfiries and coaches
for the Kings Mountain League
as follows:

Burmil __. Freelon Ramsey.

Raiders __. Elmer Ross.

Nonth __. Pete Cash and Bob
Hope.

Kiwanis ___ Bob Southwell and
Paul Hendricks.

Jaycees . Joe Cornwell..

Optimists —_ Jim Guyton and
Bill Parsley.

Police Club ___ Ellis King, E-
nos Freeman and Jack Barreit.

Par] —— Ray Mullinax
and Bill Sellers. :

Babe Ruth Loop
Opens June 20

The Kings moumin Babe Ruth
baseball league will toss out the
firgt pitch on the season on June

The league is for local youths
13-to-15 years of age and is the
circuit bridging
between Little League and Le-
junior baseball. The league
plays a local schedule and is not
affiliated with the state or na-
tional program, although it does
follow itheir rules regarding ages.

Early said he will draw the

g

“This Duke club is the district| man’s resuce in the first Willie Grice for Moose, Will
three champion because it has nndMit;nm ndin dﬂhwﬂ-rh .Vau_mstn=
improved throughout the season|liams in the - and Styers
\after we lost four straight to Flo-Itle. . |, , | l‘lx' O

ithe baseball gap/|]

Over Mt. Holly In

Impressive was the word for it
as the Kings Mountain on
Jjuniors opened itheir season with
a victory here Monday night.

The 3-0 triumph over Mt. Holly
Pawcreek gave the local lads an
early jump in Area Four action
and also was ithe first
game

Kenny Wilson.
Right-hander Wilson went the

plagued by
of the nine firames, but the twin-
killings helped him out of a pair
of possible jams, including a
game-ending double-play.

He fanned at least one batter
in all except two innings, iron-
ically, fthe pair of frames in
which the infield backed him up
witth twin-kills. :

Third-sacker Lawrence Bolin
and second baseman Randall
Haynes teamed-up for the double
play in the second inning, the
play ending the frame in which
Mit. Holly landed the first two

Then in the ninth, Tommy
Barrett started 'the ftwin killing
from shortstop, with Haynes the
middle man for the relay to first
to end the game. i

Kings Mountain bunched five

of its seven hits for ithe game in
the first thiree frames for the
three tallies.
.~ Ernest McCamber, mplaying in
right field, stanted both scoring
frames. He singlled to open ithe
second, advanced when Robert
Munday reached first after the
cattcher dropped his third strike.
Haynes senit McCarter home with
an infield single and Munday
scored as Wilson gained life on
an emror.

A pair of opposite field extra
base blows accounted for the
third run in the third.

With two away, right-handed
hititing MecCanter bashed a
down the right field foul line
and he scored when the left-
handed swinging Munday pow-
dered a double on the lefit field
bank. Unaware of the groynd
rule, Munday legged his hit in-
to a triple, but was sent back to
second.

K inlzs |Mmmm mm mh-
er opportunity in the fifth when
Lawrence Bolin opened with a
single and itwo walks loaded the
sacks. Lefity Helton came along
in relief at this point to fan the
final two batters. Helton con-
tinued to give Kings Mounftain
trouble, whiffing the first two in
the sixth, and another southpaw,
Gary Lemmend fanned the side
in the eighith.

Munday, the youngster from
Clover who local football fans re-
member so-well for his halfback
performance against ithe Moun-
taineers here last fiall, and is
now on “our side”, pulled. the
fielding 'gem of the game. He
made a running, falling caitch of
Dave Lemmond's pop fly down
the lefit field line opening the
ninth. Munday snared the ball
just as he crossed the line with

-| Helton, p

the impressive six-hit pitching of | |

ing Pair Of Games

Kenny Wilson Hurls 3-0 Victory

Mt. Holly

Link, 3b

Reid, 2b

Bolick, ¢

Hough, rf

D. Lemmond, 1b*
Richards, Iif
Robinson, ss
Donaldson, cf
-Jones, p :

o=
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G. Lemmond, p

-
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Munday, 1f
Leigh, 1b
Haynes, 2b s
Wilson, p

TOTALS

Mt. Holly 000 000 000__0
Kings Mt. 021 000 00x 3

E ___ Reid, Bolick, Richards,
Barrett, Parker; DP ___ Bolin and
Barreftt; Bolick and Lemmond;
Barrett, Haynes & Leigh; LOB ___
Mt. Holly 7, Kings Mt. 9; 2B ___
Munday; 3B __ McCarnter; WP
— Jones; PB __ Bolick; U __
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Carter & Hammick; T __ 2:15.
Pitching IP HR Er Bb So
Jones 4% 6 3'3 3 4
Helton 2% 100 1 4
Lemon 1 000 0 3
Wilson 96 0.0 2 10
Juniors Play Four

Straight At Home

Kings Mountain’s juniors
will play their only weekend
home games of the first round
here on Friday and Saturday,
ithe first of four straight home
games,

The pair of games include
an Area Four, League A tus-
sle with 'the highly-touted
Charlotte Post 9-380 club on
Saturday evening, and an ex-
hibition contest with Lincoln-
ton-Cherryville’s defending a-

triple| rea champions on Friday night.

Both games are carded for
8 o'clock at City Stadium and
mark tthe only Friday and Saft-
day night contests for the lo-
cal juniors during the first
round of play in June. All oth-
er weekend games for Coach
Bill . Powell's club are on 'the
Toad. ; b

The game with the Linc-
Cherries was arranged this
week due o bath teams having
byes in the seven-team league
schedules for 'the night. Kings
Mountain plays in the South-
ern .division (League A) of A-
Chemryville plays in the north
group (League B).

Charlofite's Post 9-380 again
is led by stars Gary Black and

Dickie Kelly.

The Kings Mountain kids al-
so will be at home early next
week, playing old mivals Shel-

by and Belmiont.

Pop Simmons brings his
touted feam to town for a
Tuesday nighit 'contest, and

Belmont plays here on nexit Wed-

a great final effort.

nesday night, June 14.

Faith Clinches Tie

The Faith club has clinched at
least a iie for Ithe title in 'the
Kings Mountain Baptist R. A,
Baseball League.

Winners iof five straight games
in the junior and intermediate
circuit, Faith holds a two game
‘edge over 'the runner-up teams
as the regular-season heads into
the final two weeks of the sche-
dule,

Faith won its fifth straight in
a wild 24-23 victory over Eastside

The linescore:
045 357 0D_14-19.2
(13)51 021 1__23-17-1

ForR. A. Title

First And Oak View Also Post Wins

'R. A. Baseball

Faith
First Baptist
Macedonia
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also P, Bap. 2(13)5 000 5_ 25-11-1
Macedonia

041 000 1__6.4.7

m% Gu;mu:, T. Goforth and

nes; B. Mullinax, D. Sprouse,

Medlin, Farris and Couch, D.
prouse,

DX,




