In World War i

Lt. Whitener Served
His Country Well

It was early during the

dark days of World War Il

when Basil Whitener left his bride of only a few weeks,
his thriving law practice and the opportunity to hold office
for a second term as a Representative in the State Legisla-
ture to take his place alongside his fellow Americans

in battle.
Whitener chose to serve

in the way he felt was the

most important. Not the safest or most comfortable way,
nor even the way more beneficial to his future as a civilian
public servant, but right in the middle of the enemy in-
fested waters of the North Atlantic, the Caribbean and the
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hear from his family and fr

As an Ensign, Basil White-
ner was assigned to the Arm-
ed Guard Service of the
Navy. On his tours of duty
in the North African and
Italian war centers, he ob-
served the peoples abroad
and wrote letters home that
were full of his deep sym-
pathy for the sufferings and
privations being borne by
those who lived in the war
torn areas.

Whitener made it a point
not to lose contact with the
folks from home who were
crossing the same path. Al-
though he sometimes didn’t

iends, who had remained in

Gaston County for months, he wrote regularly. Like all of
our courageous young men, Whitener longed for the day
he could come home, and gave himself wholeheartedly to
his duty in order to bring that day to pass.

As a Lt (jg) acting as Navy Gunnery Officer of the SS
Louisa M. Alcott, Whitener received a Commendation
from the Secretary of the Navy, which reads as follows:

convoy.

“Constantly alert to the enemy’s strategy of coordinat-
ed attack by high-level bombers attempting to draw your

fire torpedo planes came in

from the low lying sun to

strike at close range, your crew forced the hostile planes

to change course and veer away while the guns of the

Louisa M. Alcott scored numerous direct hits in a concert-
ed barrage which downed several enemy planes.

“For your courageous initiative under fire, and the ex-
cellent combat discipline of the Armed Guard throughout
this action you are hereby commended.”

Another job well done, Lieutenant Basil L. Whitener | most

returned home and has since continued to be a fighter, in
like manner, for all that he believes is right.

He has continued his interest through the years in mili-
tary affairs, and now holds the rank of Major in the Air

Force Reserve.
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The People

method of thanking you personal-

office staff for the courtesies

ly for your efforts and attention.” |shown to us on our recent visit

—JDM.
. @& »

“On behalf of all my family, 1
would like to thank you and your

to Washington. With such a busy
schedule, we appreciate your tak-
ing time to show us around."—
CM.

Whitener Served His Fellowman

(Continued from Page 1)

sion Act of 1962 were under de-
bate).
* @ =

“l want to join my distinguished

colleague
making today and commend him

Whitener Record

(Coutinued frem Page 1)
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in the remarks he is|.

of Congressman
-| C. Bonner (D-NC) in the

as |1 have done so often for his
continuing fight in behalf of the
textile workers of this Nation. I
think all of us who have served
wth him here can testify to the
fact that he has been unrelent-

“Mr. Speaker, 1 want to pay
the gentleman from North Caro-
lina the highest tribute I know'
for delivering here this morni

this tercentenary event.”
Herbert
Housei

Whitener Sought

“Basil Whitener's first spech
to a jury at the courthouse this
week sounded more like a vet-
eran’s smooth plea than
ginner's attempt.’

his daily column “Through ihe
Keyhole’ 'in the Gastomia Ga-

interest in judicial reform legis-
Ition, court procedure improve.
ment and statutory revision,

Membership in the American
Association, the Judicial

2

groms.

He has served on several state
wide committees of the North
Carolina Bar Association. His les-
low attorneys in Gaston County
selected mim as pres:dent ol then
county association in 1950. They

May 14th, 1954, Charlotte News
as follows:

i . and we urge his appoin-
ment as one fully capable of rep-
resent.ng the State of North Car-
olira and all its people,

OUTSTANDING

“He is an out+anding Demo
crat, possesror of keen intellect
industrious, a gentleman of
sterling chtracter, capable, con-
versant wity natwonal and inter-
national aff urs, anda ne has over-
whelming =upport from all ove:
Western North Carolina and 1s

known thioughout the state as a

All As Solicitor

unquestioned character, and a
loyal Democrat.”

From 1946 until 1956, Whitener
served as Solicitor of the popu-
ous 14th District composed of
Mecklenburg and Gaston Coun-
ties. He brought dignity to the
office which he held and earned

Some of the laudatory com:
ments of presiding judges of the
Supenior Court of North Carolina
have been recorded in the news-

big and little, rich and the

young mun of learming, ability, cute to the limit cases of minorhigh and low.”




