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but attitudes which we may ex
press in very delinite ways. The
late President, John F. Kennedy
had this to say on Thanksgiving:
“Today we give our thanks, most
of all, for the ideals of honor
and faith we inherit from our
forefathers  for the decency of
purpose, steacdfastness of resolve
and stien 2th of will, for the coum
age and humility, which they
possessed and  which we  must
seck every day  to emulate. As
we express  our  gratitude, we
must never forget that the high
oSt appreciation s not  to ulter
words but to live by them.”
Remember the poem that goes

like this:

“I love vou mother; said Lirtle
Nell

I love you more than tongue can
tell

Then she fretted and pouted the
whole long day,

Till her mother was glad when
she ran to play

I love you mother said little
John;
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you™ on the fourth Thursday in
November if we are to forget a
bout him the remainder of the
vear? Are we ever truly praving
prayers of Thanksgiving unless
we are willing o let God use us

(to help answer those prayers by

translating them into blessings
and Thanksgiving for others?

I. THANKSGIVING THROUGH !
PRAYER. Note the words O |
give thanks, call upon his name.”
We are challenged to pray and
this is one way of saying, “Thank
 You.” But our prayer and our
‘Thanksgiving need to be intelli
| gent. God is not a signed blank
check or a mail order catalog, to
he used regardless of our mo-
tives, Thanksziving based on the
attitude that God has been good
to me may be shallow and not
wort “\ of God.

We are to thank God  fer the |
thorns as well as for the flowers; |
for defeats as well as  victories
“In everything give thanks.”

11.

THANKSGIVING THROUGIH! |
DEEDS. “Make known his deeds

among the people” Thanksgiving

is positive. In the accounts of tie
first American Thanksgiving, the |
Pilgrims didn’t fret because they
had lost half of their number
Their Thanksgiving was straicht |
forward and spontaneous. True
Thanksgiving is translated into
Thanks-living. It is not enoug for
{a lad 10 merely say, “Thank |
You” in words only, for his edu
cation and opportunities. The
real-thank-vou-comes when  he
|develops into the right Kind of
man. We say, “Thank You” to
God with [ruits, with the right |
kind of lives. We read of some |
carly Christians, “They first
gave themselves unto God.” Par
ents can best say, “thank you”
by tryving to rear fine families
and sinners can do the same by
repentance and right living
Margaret Applegarth, in her
hook, “Men As Trees Walking,”
ells of a Chinese legend of a
rich merchant who was saved
from drowning by a poor rice
| farmer. Every vear the rich mer-
chant would return to the poor
farmer’s home to express his
thanks and to burn incense unto
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