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July Fourth

Wednesday, the nation celebrated
the 197th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence by a
group of rather young men represent-
ing British colonists literally fed up
with a variety of impositions by the dis-
tant mother government.

They were brash indeed.

Great Britain was the world power,
challenged only by France, her across-
the-channel neighbor. The colonists had
little, both in numbers of men and
guantity material. Indeed, spirit was the
major asset.

Nor were the colonies united, for
there were many colonists who did not
wish to cut the ties with Great Britain
and many of these were to don the red
andwhite uniform of the British and
fight against their brother.

It amazed the world when the Brit-
ish surrendered at Yorktown in 1781.

The list of complaints against the
Crown as written in the Declaration of
Independence is long.

But most important and worth re-
reading frequently is the brief statement
of principle.

“We hold these truths to be self-
evident that all men are created equai;
that they are endowed by their creator
with certain inalienable rights—that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

Almost all, at one time or another,
decline to believe that all men are cre-
ated equal and endowed by the creator
with certain inalienable rights.

Almost all tend to forget that all
men are entitled to the pursuit of hap-
piness—not necessarily happiness itself.

Hats 'Off

George W. Mauney, the veteran
chairman of the board of directors of
Kings Mountain Hospital, Inc., has been
a dedicated and effective chairman and
his re-election as president was a wise
decision by his fellow board members.

Congratulations, too, to the other
officers, all re-elected, and to the new-
est member of the board, Fain Ham-
bright, of Grover.

New Bloodmobile Year

Just beginning is another Red Cross
bloodmobile year, with Kings Mountain
reported slightly behind on its 1972-73
bloodmobile “account.”

Over the years, Kings Mountain has
done a good job on filling its share of
the area blood bank.

All are called on to do mere.

Uses for the whole blood, blood
plasma and other blood derivatives in
treating illnesses, grows and the popu-
lation is growing.

The result is continuing presurre
and need for even more blood donations.

Hearty congratulations to the
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 155
which led other units in the state in re-
ceiving top awards at the recent state
convention in Charlotte. The 111 mem-
bers and officers are to be commended.

Refreshing

Here is an unusual occurrence in
the world of politics.

In Pueblo, Colo.,, Mrs. Rene Egan,
candidate for state senator, withdrew
from the race.

She issued this statement: “With-
drawing certainly is not an easy deci-
sion. One does not run for the sake of
running, but for the betterment of a
community. In my judgment, Senate
Distriet 25 couldn’t be represented bet-
ter than it is by incumbent Sen. Vincent
Massari,”

Not only unusual, but refreshing.

Congratulations are in order to Mrs.
Betty Neisler Timberlake, winner of the
Emily Smith Medallion from Mary Bald-
win Col}ege and to Bill Patterson, first
place winner among law students in N.
C. National Bank's will and drafting
contest, :

Understanding

Dr. John Wood Robinson, who con-
tributes a religious column, “Beginning
the Day” in the Spartanburg, S. C. Her-
ald, wrote recently:

“There is a rule in a private school
in England that if two boys are caught
fighting each other, they are tied to-
gether for a day. They must eat, walk,
work, with each other in the closest
possible way. This method usually cures
them of fighting, as it leads to a better
understanding of each other.

“Often we forget that we may be
just as peculiar to others as they are
to us. Just a little understanding some-
times makes such a difference.

“I read a little illustration of real
understanding in the Reader's Digest
sometime ago. A man had just put up
a sign, “Puppies for sale,” and had step-
ped back to inspect the litter.

Suddenly, he heard a little boy's
voice say, “Mister, I'd like to buy a pup-
py if they don’t cost too much.”

“Well sen, they are ten dollars,” the
man answered.

The child's face fell. “I only got a
dollar and sixty-three cents. But could
I see them anyway?”

As the littld balls of fur came roll-
ing out the boy said anxiously, “I heard
there was one with a bad leg.”

“Yes,” replied the man, “I'm afraid
that she is hopelessly crippled. So you
wouldn't want her. She will never be
able to walk very well.”

Hiking up one trouser leg, the little
boy showed a brace. “I don't walk so
good either, and I reckon she’ll need
some understanding till she gets used
to it. T did.”

Needless to say, the little boy got
his dog, and money was not mentioned.

Nothing is more greatly needed in
our world today than real understand-
ing. It could solve many of the problems
that are confronting us.

' How's That

A Wall Street Journal reporter not-
ed recently the plight of a Wichita, Kan-
sas man who argued that none of his
income was taxable because none of it
was received in gold and silver.

The metals, the man said, are the
only legal media of exchange under the
Constitution

The Tax Court retorted that the
Constitution isn't quite that restricive
and gdded that Federal Reserve notes
aten’t ‘“bogus and counterfeit” as the
man contended.

Greenwocd, S. C. Index-Journal

Out Of Past

The little red school house is a part
of American tradition, although most of
the one-teacher or two-teacher schools
that most of us remember had not been
painted at all.

Through necessity, older and bright-
er students in those schools were used
extensively in coaching smaller ones,
probably to the advantageof both.

In any case, that method is now
coming back.

President Thomas F. Jones of the
University of South Carolina reported
in a recent speech how USC is experi-
menting with new methods of teaching
and seeking - to understand how the
l(;!arning process can best be approach-
ed.

“The use of students as teachers,”
was one of the three approaches.

“This means,” Dr. Jones said, “that
we're going back to the Little Red
School House'—the best rural America.
In many, many cases students respond|
better and more openly to schoolmates
than to teachers who tend to appear as
authority figures and critics. The teach-
ers keep it in hand.”

It shows once again that there are
things we can learn from the pasfy if
only we will have inquiring minds to
seek out the best and minds open
enough to accept them.
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