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Service

Stop In
ByTOMMCINTYRE
Editor, Mirror-Herald

As of July 1, 1977 Cleveland County
funeral homes will officially be out
of the ambulance service. Notice of
this action was given to county
commissioners this week.
Kings Mountain funeral director

Ollie Harris told The Mirror-Herald
this is not an arbitrary decision on
the part of the county's funeral
homes. “We have remained in the
ambulance service business as long
as we could, but it’s time to get out.’’
Harris, a North Carolina Senator,

said originally funeral homes were
supposed to have suspended am-
bulance service on Jan. 1, 1876, but
he and other senators and
representatives pushed for a con-
tinuance until July 1, 1977.
Under a State Emergency Medical

Services board ruling as of July 1,
1977 all ambulances must be
manned by a trained Emergency
Medical Technician and a licensed
attendant. Senator Harris said the
extra time was pushed for to give
rescue squads more time to have
qualified EMT members.
“My employes (Harris Funeral

Home) have the necessary training
to man ambulances after July 1,
1977,’ Harris said, ‘‘but, continuing
the service has proven too much of a
burden on funeral homes and em-

ployes.”
Harris Funeral Home has

provided ambulance service since
opening for business 1947, and
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even though a promise was made at
the time to give continuous service,
Harris said he ard other funeral
directors would have been out of the
ambulance business years ago had it
not ‘been for the rescue squads.

“I am not criticising the rescue
squads,” Harris said. “They have
done a tremendous job. But as a
volunteer organization rescue
squads are limited in the services
they can provide. During the day a
rescue squad offers little ambulance
coverage service because the
members must maintain their jobs
and provide a living for themsleves
and their families.”
Harris said the move by funeral .

directors to cease ambulance ser-
vice might move the county com-
missioners to consider placing paid
men on the job with the rescue
squads. He said Rutherford County
hasalready done this. ToHarris, one
solution would be to have three
satellites, one in Shelby, Kings
Mountain and Upper Cleveland
County to handle ambulance calls
during the day. The rescue squads
could handle their regular night and
weekend service calls.
Operating an ambulance service

will cost the county an estimated
$200,000 to $500,000 annually, ac-
cording to comments by com-
missioners Monday.
Harris said the county's funeral

homes have saved the county tax-
payers ‘‘millions of dollars over the.
years by providing ambulance
service.”

’

 

More Flu Shot et
The Cleveland County Health

Department will again give free
Swine Flu and combination vac-
cinations at the Kings Mountain
Community Center.
Jim Hines, county health

educator, said the program is
planned for Tues., Dec. 14 from 5-8 p.
m. in the health department offices
in the community center.
‘On our first visit 46 persons from

the Kings Mountain area were
vaccinated with Swine Flu and the
Swine and A Victoria Flu com-
bination serums,” Hines said. ‘‘We
were also told that if the clinic was

| held open later in the day there
would be more local citizens who
could take advantage of the
program.”

Hines said we are in the middle of

the flu season and the longer people

delay getting their vaccinations the
largerthe risk they run of contacting

some of flu. The strains of flu
vary from season to season and
everyone is susceptible to the
disease.

Swine Flu shots are given to
anyone in good health from 18 to 50
years of age. The Swine and A

. Victoria Flu combination shots are
given to persons 60-years old and
over and to persons who have a
history of chronic illness, no matter
what the age.

Hines said that in the six weeks the
Swine Flu program has been in
affect in Cleveland County that less
than 20 percent of the citizens who
should have the shot have actually
been vaccinated. Once the vaccine is
injected it takes two to four weeks to
become effective and each day a
person delays ‘‘his chances of
catching some form of flu are
grea!

Yule Concert Tonight...
Kings Mountain School Choirs,

over 150 voices strong, will usher in
the Christmas season with a
Christmas concert, free and open to
the community, tonight in
B. N. Bames Auditorium.

The 8 p. m. program will be di-
rected by Mrs. J.N. McClure, KM
District Schools Choral D.rector.

“It will include Christmas anthems

and traditional Carols.

Featured as soloists will be Jeff
Boggan, Glenn Ellis, Debbie Schab-
buetthl, Sherry Norman, Linda
Smith, Janet Bagwell, Ramona
Burris, Kathy Roberts, Tammy
Blanton, and Rene Bradley.
Plano accompanists will be Rox-

anne Scism and Karen Lalil.
The choral program will feature

selections by the Junior Choir, Girls
Choir and Senior Choir of the Kings
Mountain school system.

Helping Hand Booths...
The Kings Mountain Ministerial

Association plans to open Helping
Hand booths in three locations

Helping Hand is a fund-raising
project sponsored by the association
to aid needy local citizens and
transients with food, clothing and

fuel.
The booths will be setup in the

Central Business District, at Winn.
Dixie in the KM Plasa Shopping
Center and at TG&Y in the West
‘Gate Shopping Plaga. Ministers and church volunteers will man the

booths from 10 a. m. until 7p. m. now
through Christmas Eve.
The association also makes a plea

to citizens to donate new or
repairable toys to the Kings Moun-
tain Fire Department Poys For Tots
program.
Donations may be delivered to the

fire department or will be picked up
by calling 789-2662. The toys are
being repaired and displayedin the
former Durham Life Insurance
offices on 8. Cherokee St.   

JOHN C/MBLE STA

GOINGTODISNEYWORLD — The Kingr Mountain Senior High Band
has been invited to participate at Disney World in Orlando, Fila. April 18,
1977. The band was accepted on the basis of an audition tape submitted to
Disney World Band Selection Committee. Plans are being made by
parents of band members for fund raising projects to sponsor the trip.
Donald Deal, band director, said on Thurs., Dec. 16 at 8 p. m. in Barnes

For 1977 General Assembly

Harris Predicts Long Session
The new General Assembly will be

sworn in at Raleigh on January 12,
1977 and that, according fo Sen. Olite
Harris, “will be the start of a long,
long session.”
Harris said as usual the main item

of consideration will be money. ‘I
don’t see any tax increases,” he
said, “but neither do I see the repeal
of any existingtaxes.’

HIT BY A TRAIN — This is what is left of Lloyd

Buck Early’s 1876 Monte Cario after being struck
by the lead engine of a Southern Railroad train

The senator from Kings Mountain
d he would like to see the General
sembly do something about

inheritance tax. ‘For over 40 years
the exemption has been $10,000. With
the inflated values of real property’
in this length of time, that exemption

should be raised to $30,000 or $40,000
That would certainly do something
toward helping ease the burden on

about 4:15 p. m. Monday. Early, of Kings Mountain,

Train Strikes Stalled Car

At Hawthorne St. Crossing
The city recorded the first

automobile - train accident of 1976
late Monday afternoon at the Haw-
thorne St. Crossing south of the
central business district.
A 1976 Monte Carlo, owned by

Lloyd Buck Early, 818 Fulton 8t.,
Kings Mountain, was demolished
when struck by the lead engine of a
Southern Railroad trainat 4:15 p. m.
Neither Early, nor a passenger,

Lillian Barrett Capps of Rt. 1,
Bessemer City, were in the vehicle
when it was struck by the train.
“We started across the tracks,”

Early said, ‘‘when we hit a slick spot
and the front wheels went off the

pavement and down on the tracks.
We tried to back the car off the
track, but it wouldn't move."
Early said he got out of the car and

ran about 150 yards up the track to
flag down the train, Ms. Capps got
out of the car after Early had gone.
Both of them sald they stood by
helplessly and watched the train
smash the car off the tracks.
W. R. Hall, a brakeman, said he

saw the man waving his arms and
immediately began applying the

brakes. ‘‘We were starting to slow
down when the lead engine hit the
car,’ Hall said. ‘‘There just wasn't
enough time to bring the train to a
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Auditorium the junior high eighth and ninth grade and semior high Blaser
bands will present their annual Winter Concert. Marches, overtures, pop
and traditional Christmas music will be featured. Admission is free and
the public is invited and donations for the band trip to Disney World will

be accepted.

the surviving family members.’’
Sen. Harris said, ir his opinion, a

rewrite of the state's capital punish.
ment law is the second most im-
portant item facing legislators this
session.
‘The Supreme Court struck down

our capital punishment law as being
unconstitutional,’”’ Harris said.
“Many of the legislators, myself

and a passenger, Lillian Capps of Bessemer City,
were not in the car, but trying to fiag down the train

when the accident occurred.

complete stop.”
Kings Mountain Police Ptl. Mike

Sanders, who was driving down
Grover Rd. shortly after the ac-
cident, said the Monte Carlo was
damaged about $6,000 or totaled and
P. Q. Norris, train conductor, said
he would estimate the damage to the
lead engine was $8,000 and could run

higher.
Early's car, with Ms. Capps

driving, was headed west over the
crossing from Grover Rd. The train
was headed south. The engine struck

the car at the right front fender,
knocking the vehicle clear of the
tracks.

included, urged Governor Hol-
shouser to call a special session to

changing this lei last
summer, tut that request was no.
heeded.” :

Harris said revisions on the death
penalty law should be more specific
on certain types of crimes, man-
datory on certain crimes. He said
the South Carolina, Florida and
Texas capital punishment laws are
good examples to follow, since all
three were ruled constitutional by
the Supreme Court. Harris favors
the death penalty for certain crimes.
The Equal Rights Amendment is

expected to come up again next
session. The ERA was defeated
during the last session by the Senate
and Harris said he feels the measure
will still have a better chance of
being defeated in the Senate than'in
the House again in 1077. Harris is
against ERA passage.
New laws concerning the in-

surance industry in North Carolina:
are expected to be passed during the
next session. “I think the trend is
moving toward having insurance
rates set by a commission rather
than by an insurance com-
missioner,” Harris sald.
Sen. Harris said he expects

Governor-elect Jim Hunt to in-
troduce legislation that will give the
governor veto power and the right to

succeed himself in office. “This is
alright by me,” Harris said, ‘‘but I
do feel that should this be approved
that the General Assembly should
remove other powers the governor
has now, such as appointments to'
state agencies. Perhaps the General
Assembly should have this power."

FBI Agent To

Speak Friday
Chuck Richards, FBI crime

prevention agent in North Carolina,
will be special guest speaker Friday
night at a COPE Community Crime
Watch dinner-meeting at the Kings
Mountain Community Center.
Agent Richards will speak on

crime prevention measures the
private citizen can practice at the 7
p. m. meeting.

COPE members and local law
enforcement officials are expected
to attend.

ATTENDSSEMINAR

Chief of Police Earl Lloyd
returned yesterday from the N. C.

Justice Academy where he attended
a three-day seminar for law en-
forcement officials sponsored by the
N. C. Chief of Police Association. 


