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The old Southern depot ain't what
she used to be...
Once the depot used to be a busy

spot with local firms shipping their
products all over the country and
receiving raw materials and other
inventory to keep the business going.
And people used to ride the train.

They bought their tickets at the
station agent's window, then retired
to the waiting rooms to lounge on
long wooden benches until the train
arrived.
Then for awhile the depot stood

empty. No one was shipping or
receiving or buying tickets to ride
the train.
Over the years winos found the

Old Southern RR Depot

Activity Hub In Making
abandoned baggage area perfect to
get in out of the weather and nip
from the bottles in brown paper

But all of that has changed now.
The depot will once again become

a lively spot with kitchen facilities
and meeting rooms and a lounge
area with a huge brick and stone
fireplace.
The program was created by the

city using Community Development
block grant funds. An eight-foot
high fence now surrounds the depot
property on three sides. The interior
is being renovated for community
use. On the outside a platform is
being erected to help restore the

depot back to its original state.
Some of the rooms inside will be
used for arts and crafts workshops
and display areas and others will be
used for public service offices.
Al Moretz, city engineer-planner,

said “One man in the city, Post-
master Charles Alexander, is in-
terested in creating a scale model of
the depot and the town as it was in
the early days and putting the model
on display in the depot.

‘“The idea we've been following is
to maintain the look of the depot
throughout,” Moretz said. ‘‘The
building, we've found, is very sturdy
and weather-tight, so we plan to
leave the interior ceiling as it is. In

the former baggage area the lounge
area around the stone fireplace will
be sunken with walks running above
from the elevated floor to the kit-
chen area.’
Another idea is to have open air

farmer's markets adjacent to the
depot where local and area farmers
may display and sell their
homegrown garden produce.
The idea of bringing in an old

railroad dining car on the spur track
and creating a restaurant has also
been discussed.
The end of the project is not too

many months away, according to
Moretz ‘‘and then people will see the
old depot ain’t what she used to be.”
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The city commission Monday
night postponed, until after a called
conference with the city's gas
consultant, action on revamping of
the natural gas rate structure.
Recessing briefly after letter was

read by City Clerk Joe H. McDaniel
! trom Engineer Wiliam D. Edwards,
the six-membs: board could not
come to a decision on the matter,
they said, without more con-
sultation. Mayor John Moss said he
would call another meeting with
Edwards prior to Jan. 1., on motion
of Comm. James Childers, seconded
by Comm. Norman King.
Under the Edwards proposal

under study by the board, February
1, 1077 gas bills to all users of gas,
excepting residential, would reflect
arate increase of 22 cents per MCF.
Southeastern Consulting Engineers

, do not recommend increase in the
* residential rates.

Edwards wrote that ‘‘the city
should immediately increase their
resale rate by at least $160,000 per
year based on the 1975-76 volume
sold.”

The city's rates, if the new
proposals are accepted, would place
its costs about 8.4 percent lower than
that of Duke Power.
Southeastern submitted the report

of its engineers at the Nov. 21
meetingof the board. The study was
submitted by Ray Cohn, a registered
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Special Meeting Planned

Gas Rate Action Delayed
engineer, who noted that the
recommendations are based on the
need for a change in the city rate
structure due to the increases in
power costs over the past year. The
proposals set the rate level as low as
possible to still be in line with Duke
Power rates, said.
On Dec, 175978 and Jan. 1, 1977 the

costs of Transco’s G-2 gas increased
to $1.007 per MCF, an increase of
16.7 cents per MCF or 17.9 percent.
Based on gas purchases for the 12
months period ending Oct. 81, 1976,
of 901,085 MCF the increase in gas

Santa Coming

To Grover VFD

Santa Claus will come to Grover
Saturday compliments of the Grover
Volunteer Fire Department.
The joily ole man from the North

Pole will set up shop at 11 a.m. in the
VFD building and take Santa
requests from young and old alike
until 5 p.m.
Auxiliary to the Fire Department

will offer variety of baked goods,
including homemade cakes, pies and
goodies for sale to the public. All
proceeds are earmarked for fire-
fighting equipment for the Fire
Department.

‘Christ Is Born’ Cantata

At First Presbyterian
“Christ Is Born,” a Christmas

Cantata by John W. Petersen and his
newest work, will be sung by the 80-
voice Choir of First Presbyterian
Church Sunday morning at the 11
o'clock worship hour.
The program is under the direc-

tion of Mrs. Darrell Austin, organist
and choir director.
The Petersen cantata includes one

portion set to a country-western
tempo and is the most modern of the

Petersen cantatas. Featured soloist
will be Kathy Rhea Bumgardner.

The community is invited to join
the Presbyterian congregation in the
special Joy Gift service which will
feature the children of the church as
they present ‘‘Mite Boxes'' of
pennies for Ministers Annuity Fund
for retired ministers.

J. Vic Smith will serve as narrator
for the service. :

Builder Asks City

To Annex Property
The city commission Monday

night advertised for public hearing
request of Bill Stinnett for an-
nexation of 10.04 acres of property in
Northwoods Subdivision.
In a related matter, the board

received Stinnett's petition for

rezoning of contiguous property
from R-20 to R-6 and referred to the
Planning and Zoning Board for
recommendation,
Mr.Stinnett wants to construct
multiple family apartments on the

fe other actions Monday, the
board:
Adopted resolution clarifying

HUD Project 0SC49, small grant

approval for recreation at Deal
Street Park. The resolution
specifies that the monies will be
used for recreation uses only.

Authorized resolution with the
City of Kings Mountainand Southern
Railway System for installation of
open fence in connection with
previously authorized beautification
work in the downtown urban
beautification program. The
beautification is in the area of the
railroad tracks, up the embankment
at overhead bridge on 74.

Executed agreement with W.K.

cost to the city would be $150,628,
said Edwards.
He pointed out that the purchase

cost of gas purchased under
Transco's G-2 rate was $0.98 per
MCF at the time the City of Kings
Mountain made their latest rate
increase (effective Mar. 1, 1976).
Since that time there havebeen five
rate increases and two rate
reductions. The city’s purchase cost
in October was $.988.

During the period from March 1,
1076 through Oct. 81, 1976, the city
purchased 508,948 MCF at a cost of
$487,485 or about $165,000 above the
projected cost at the time of the
March 1, 1978 increase became
effective.
Edwards pointed out that during

this period only 65,416 MCF or 11.0
percent was used by domestic
customersand that for the 12 months
ending Oct. 81, 1976, the domestic
customers used only 145,688 MCF or
16.16 percent of the total sales and
paid an average of $1.8885 per MCF.
The North Carolina Utilities

Commission ruling made Dec. 8,

City Crime Rate Down 61
Kings Mountain's crime rate has

dropped a phenomenal 61 percent in
the area of breaking and entering
offenses since COPE was organized
six months ago.
These statistics were revealed by

Chief of Police Earl Lloyd Friday
night at the COPE Christmas party
at the Community Center.
The Chief said that in most cases

good results were from direct efforts
by this police assistance team in the
area of Operation Identification,
involving the community in
Operation Community Crime Watch
with citizens on patrol burning up
‘theirowngas’ to obtain car license

OOPE CHRISTMAS PARTY - Volunteers i= OOPR,
Dickson and Co., Inc., engineers, for their husbands and wives, helda Christmas party Friday
water improvements on York Rd. night at Kings MountainCommunity Center. Turkey and
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1976 excluding residential customers
participating in the additional cost
of emergency gas is just a foretaste
of the nationwide policy of passing
the utility increases, he said, ‘‘on

(Please Turn To Page 2A)
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STONE-FACE FIREPLACE - Bill McMurry of Kings Mountain is
building a huge brick and stone-face fireplace in the sunken area in the
old Southern Depot. The area will be used for meetings when the city’s
renovation program is complete. Using Community Development funds,
the city is creating snother community facilities building, but main-
"taining the atmosphere of a railroad depot.

For City Employes wil

A Little Extra In Envelope
All city employes were voted a

Christmas bonus Monday night and
will receive a long weekend holiday
by action of the city board of com-
missioners.
“nd, if D.C. Payseur,

suggestion is followed,
commissioners will get a
too.

Mr. Payseur made the motion
from his seat in the audience that the
commissioners be given a ‘‘bonus’’
because of ‘‘their outstanding
service this year and , besides,

Jr.'s
the city
‘“‘bonus,”’

they're city employes, too.’

His remarks came after the
commissioners had voted
unanimously to give all city em-
ployes a bonus. Those employes
with at least a year service to the
city will receive one week's pay, for
employes with less than one year
service the pay will be pro-rated.

City offices will be closed on
Friday, Dec. 24, and on Monday,
Dec. 27 for the Christmas holidays.
New Year's holiday will be observed

In Breaking And Entering Catagory

numbers of suspicious individuals
and alerting law enforcement.

“It’s obvicus from these reports
that criminals are staying out of
Kings Mountain,” sald the Chief,
who noted that every day a call
comes through the CB Bay Station at
KMPD from an alert CB’er with
COPE.

Chief Lloyd said the recovery rate
on properties stolen is only five
percent. He said that in 1976
property loss to KM citizens from
theft was a whopping $96,000.

‘“We don’t know what the real
answer is but we want to eliminate
the ‘‘loss’’ rather than concentration

 

to recover what's stolen. A victim
never really gets back everything he
has lost when you count the time in
court he must spend, etc.,” said the
Chief.

Chief Lloyd, in heaping praise on
COPE, said that Police Chiefs in
three Eastern N.C. departments
were contacting COPE officers
about how they can organize and
‘‘get people involved.”
COPE in Kings Mountain was

organized by Chief Lloyd and KMPD
in July, Currently, COPE is laun-
ching a program to speed up the
marking of properties of senior
citizens and are in process of

on Fri., Dec. 81.
Mayor John Moss agreed with Mr.

Payseur, who spoke out again at the
end of the meeting, that the
‘‘commissioners are indeed doing an
outstanding job.” He promised he
would confer with the treasurer who
draws the checks.

If the Council receives a bonus at
the city’s Christmas party this week,
it may be a first time in recent
history, but Santa Claus is around
the corner, so who knows if bonuses
will be in their Christmas stockings.

Percent
distributing 60,000 pieces of
literature on home security.
Chief Lloyd called attention to two

new programs in which COPE will
actively lead in 1077: a new
program for senior citizens, offering
identification cards to those who do
not hold a driver's license iden-
titying number and another security
measure for merchants, giving an
identification number to each
downtown merchant for a cross-
information with police and COPE
voluntaers in event of burglaries.
COPE President Boyce Tesenair

said that next month's program will
feature the showing of the CPR film,
‘Pulse of Life” and noted that one
local nurse had already volunteered
six hours duty each week to assist
with Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscitation courses to be offered
in the next few weeks.
Mayor John Moss commended the

organization of volunteer men and
women ‘‘for literally tuming the
crime program around'’ and for
their ‘‘leadership in the march to
reduce crime."
He said that a citizen lending a

hand in emergencies mean the
difference between quick ap-
prehension of a criminal and cited a
recent incident in Los Angeles,
Calif., where he was attending a
meeting, and involved citizen effort
in helping the Los Angeles PD ap-
prehend a bank robber who was
holding two women hostages on the
@nd floor of the hotel he was
staying. Because of alert volun-
teers, the hostages were soon freed
and the bank robber in custody.
And Chief Lloyd said that ‘‘We

have a model program here which
many police departments are
looking for."  


