
By MIKE SANDERS
Crime Prevention

Officer

Vandalism — What Is It?
It is deliberately and

pointlessly damaging
property. It has been re-
ferred to as ‘‘ripping off’,
“yard farming’’ and many
other ‘off the wall’

Whatever you refer to
vandalism as — it’s not a
harmless prank. It is very

much a crime.
It causes suffering and

even death( Vandalism is a
waste of both time and
money. Whenever vanda-
lism occurs, you pay in two
ways.

(1) In the direct way, it
hits your very own money
pocket when you are the
victim.

(2) In an indirect way,
higher taxes are created to
repair or replace public
property that a vandal

damaged or destroyed.
Then there is the higher in-
surance costs, anu it's all
because of scmeone
wanting to get a ‘‘kick’’ out
of being destructive.
Vandalisms are on the

rise. Millions of incidents
are reported yearly, how-
ever, for the one reported

there are two that go
unreported. When you are
hit or you see a vandal
attacking public property,
report it. If these vandals

see that they cannot get by

with their pranks, then
maybe some of this will
cease.
Who Vandalizes?
Most of the time young-

sters are your vandals.
Youngsters from all walks
of life — girls and boys, the
rich and poor, good stu-
dents and bad students as
well as the dropouts and all
races not just the whites
and not just the blacks, but
everyone.

The young child (ages 6
or 7) may be destructive at
school and in parks. Chil-
dren this young are often
being deliberately destruc-
tive and are at a more
difficult age to decide how
to handle the problem.
Teenagers often have

problems with growing up
and take their ‘‘pains’’ out
on vehicles or spray
painting walls, etc. of
public places with ob-
scene words.

Older youth are usually
the ones responsible for the
more serious accounts.
They tend to damage
vehicles or machinery.
They may also be involved
in such crimes as theft,
arson and burglary.

Usually when the
‘“‘gang’” is out together
action happens. Many
times destruction is done
on a dare or as a part of
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initiation into the groups. A
group or ‘‘gang’’ often

feels ‘‘safer’’ or ‘‘braver’
if all together. Much of the
time, if it were only one
person, vandalism would
not occur as frequently.

In the next article, we
will deal with the question
“Why do people van-
dalize?"’

Please remember — If
you plan to be away from

your home for a period of
24 hours or more, please
contact the Kings Moun-
tain Police Department
Crime Prevention Office at
739-3636 or 739-7444 fora

Home Security Check.

For more information on
Crime Prevention, contact
the Kings Mountain Police
Department Crime
Prevention Office at the
above numbers.
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® PICNIC TABLE
27" WIDE X 29” HIGH
2-BENCHES

TGaY

FAMILY NAPKINS

 

PAPER
NAPKINS
160 Ct. White

LIMIT 6
TANK TOPS
Large selection of styles and colors.
Nylon knits. Sizes Sei

REGULARLY
2.88 EACH

MEN'S SOLID COLOR
TANK TOPS

65% Polyester and 35% Cotton blend knit.
Assone solid colors with contrasting trim.
izes S-M-L-XL.

1.88.
 

RED CLAY
POT & SAUCER

4" Pot or Saucer

6" Pot

6" Saucer

 

FAMILY

TATAMIS
Straw insole, velvet
thong upper.
Assorted colors
and sizes for the
family.

PADDED COLLAR
BASKETBALL

SHOES
White upper, navy blue upper. 3 side stripes, arch
support, rubber sole. Boys’ sizes 2v2-6. Men's sizes
72 . i

REGULARLY3 ‘YE
4.99 PAIR ® PAIR

CANNED
HAM

Danish Ham
chopped, cooked,
by Dak® foods

1.27
LIMIT 2

® re] PR.

Plastic

FLATWAREFOAM
CUPS

8.1 OZ. 51 CT.
LIMIT 8

10x17" One
plece cast iron.
Grill height ad-
justable. mn

RIBBED VINYL
GARDEN HOSE
%"x50" - Non-reinforced

1.99
8 Each knife, fork & spoon
to bag. Dinnersize.

77% Golden “T"

CHARCOAL
BRIQUETS

Faster starting
and even burning
for the best in
charcoal flavor!

T.G.8Y.® 20 1b. Bag.

BABY ALUMINUM
OIL

CHAIR
Vinyl webbing, 23" x 32", multi
color,

9.47 4.47

ALUMINUM

CHAISE
Vinyl webbing, 2 x 15 web
count, metal arms, multi color.

COLEMAN®

FUEL
1 GAL. SIZE

1.77
Limit 2

TG&Y.'s
LOW
PRICE!

1.99
16 OZ. SIZE

87

HH 02 (PY)

Limit 2 


