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HEAD BUTT AT THIRD BASE - Kings Mountain's Robbie Ruff,
left, slides head first into third base while East Gaston's third base-
man Alan Bolin tries to dive back to third to apply the tag in first
round game in Gaston Neighbors Baseball Tournament Monday at

Gaston Neighbors Tournament
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Hunter Huss High School. The Mountaineers scored .four runs in
the bottom of the seventh to win 8-7. KM was slated to play South
Point Wednesday and will play again Friday at either 5 p.m. or 7:30.

Melton's double gives KM 8-7 win

Pinch-hitter Brad Melton drilled
a two-run double to deep center-
field with two outs in the bottom of
the seventh inning to give Kings
Mountain's Mountaineers an 8-7
victory over East Gaston in the
opening round of the Gaston
Neighbors Baseball Tournament
Monday afternoon at Hunter Huss
High in Gastonia.

The Mountaineers were to battle
South Point, a first round winner
over Cherryville, in the second
round Wednesday at 5 p.m. The
tournament continues through
Friday night.

Kings Mountain rallied for four
runs in the bottom of the seventh to
score their first win over East
Gaston this year. The Warriors had
beaten the Mountaineers in two
earlier non-conference contests.

Tommy Payne, the third of three
KM hurlers, got the win and also
started the winning rally with a
leadoff home run over the left field
fence. It was the first home of the
year for the Mountaineers, who
had clubbed 90 home runs over the
past two seasons.

After Payne's blast, which cut
the East Gaston lead to 7-5, the
Mountaineers got back into the
game on East Gaston errors. After
Donald Bell fanned for.the first
out, Mike Smith drew a base on
balls. He tried to steal second and
was'a dead out but the East Gaston
second baseman dropped the throw
from the catcher.

Rick Marr and Stephen Fisher
reached on errors to load the bases.
Robbie Ruff's grounder to short
forced Fisher at second but scored
Smith from third and then Melton,
pinch-hitting for T.G. Goforth,
slammed the first pitch to him deep
over the centerfielder's head and
off the 360-foot sign in dead cen-
terfield to drive home Marr and
Ruff with the winning tallies.

Ironically, it was Kings
Mountain's errors that allowed East
Gaston to get back into the game in
the top of the sixth. The Warriors,
trailing 4-3, struck for four runs to
take the 7-4 lead into the seventh.
Two errors to lead off the inning, a
walk and another error got the
Warrior rally going off KM south-
paw Donald Bell and Coach Bruce
Clark of the Mounties called on
Payne for relief. David Forrester
and Michael Mahadeo followed
with consecutive singles which
produced the runs.

The game see-sawed back and
forth from the beginning. KM
grabbed a 1-0 lead in the bottom of
the first on singles by Ruff and
Damon Putnam but Eat Gaston tied
it off KM starter David Jenkins in
the second on an error and singles
by Jerry Brooks and David Hall.

KM was back in business in the
bottom of the inning, taking a 2-1
lead on Rick Marr's double and
Ruff's RBI single to left.

The Warriors moved ahead 3-2
in the third, scoring twice on a
ficlder's choice and Allen Bolin's
long home run over the left-center-
field fence, his sixth of the ycar
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HOME RUN TROT - Kings Mountain coach Bruce Clark congratulates Tommy Payne as he rounds
third and heads for home after slamming a solo home run which ignited a four-run seventh inning rally
which gave the Mountaineers an 8-7 victory over East Gaston in the Gaston Neighbors Tournament
Monday-afternoon at Hunter Huss. The tournament continues through Friday.

and fourth in the last two ball-
games.

Kings Mountain tied it at 3-all in
the fourth as Bell singled, stole
second and scored on a single to
center by Fisher.

The Mountaineers scored again
in the fifth to take a 4-3 lead and
set the stage for the two big rallies
in the final two innings. Payne
walked with one away, moved to
third on Bell's double to left and
scored on Mike Smith's slicing sin-
gle down the rightfield line.

Ruff finished with 3-for-4 to
lead the KM attack. Bell had two
hits and Melton, Putnam, Payne,
Smith, Marr and Fisher added one
apiece.

Be A Star this Prom
Register to win at Chadwick's
Grand Prize
Nike Air Jordan Shoes
1st Prize-Dinner for 2 Trade St.
Eatery
2nd Prize-Jordan Life Size Cutout
3rd Prize-Jordan Poster
Register before April 12, 1991
for drawing.
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Chadwick's

Bridal & Formal
806 W. Warren Street, Shelby

487-0471

Coach Clark praised the
Mountaineers for their character
and never-say-die brand of base-
ball.

"We dug ourselves a big hole but
we kept coming back,"” he said.
"When you don't quit good things
like this happen."

KEN BAITY
KMHS
ALL-TIME  /
LEADING P
RUSHER
1955-58

Score by innings: R-H-E
EG 0120040 7-11-4
KM 1101104  8-11-4

Presley, Forrester (7), Brown
(7) and Davis; Jenkins, Bell (3),
Payne (6) and Marr. WP - Payne
(3-2). LP - Brown.

Kings Mountain's Mountaincers
rcgained a share of the
Southwestern 3-A Conference lead
Saturday afternoon with a 5-3 vic-
tory over previously unbeaten
South Point in Belmont.

The Mountaineers, South Point
and East Rutherford now share the
lcague lead with 3-1 records. The
Mountaineers, who are competing
in the Gaston Neighbors
Tournament this week at Hunter
Huss High in Gastonia, will re-
sume SWC play April 9 at 4:30 at
Burns.

Kings Mountain grabbed a 2-0
lead in the first inning off Tim
Brown of the Raiders. KM never
trailed but had to hold off the
Raiders, who scored twice to cut
into a 5-1 KM lead, in the bottom
of the sixth.

Stephen Fisher started for Bruce
Clark's lads and got the win. David
Jenkins came on in the sixth inning
and earned a save.

Damon Putnam and T.G.
Goforth got two hits each to lead
an eight-hit KM attack. Robbie
Ruff, Donald Bell, Jenkins and
Mike Smith added one hit apiece.

Putnam singled home Caja
Ormond, who had walked, and
Jenkins doubled home Putnam to
give the Mountaineers a 2-0 lead in
the top of the first.

Fisher hit South Point's designat-
ed hitter Mickey Sanford to open
the fourth, and Sanford later scored
on a single by Brent Jones to cut
the KM margin to 2-1.

The Mountaineers struck for
three in the top of the sixth to put

the win on ice. Putnam led off with

- a single, moved to second on an cr-

ror, stole third and scored when
Smith reached on an error. Smith

See Mounties, 7-A

* SPECIAL OFFER ¢ SPECIAL OFFER ® SPECIAL

CARRIBEAN
CRUISE
TROPICAL
ISLAND

Now only $1 1 9 per person
5 Days & 4 Nights

Based on double occup. Additional
charge for taxes

1-800-733-6513
Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5 pm
Less than 50 packages available!
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* SPECIAL OFFER ® SPECIAL OFFER *
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Guess Who's Forty?

We Love You!
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Hours: 10 m -8 pm

LAY-A-WAY

GET READY FOR

Dixie Village Shopping Center
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NOW

VACATION!

Dress Shop

Gastonia, NC
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6

867-7016

SPORTS
HALL OF
FAME

Monday, April 22, 7 PM
Kings Mountain Community Center

INDUCTEES: Ken Baity, Jim Kimmell, Toby
Williams, KMHS Coach John Gamble
TICKETS: $10 each

(includes mean and induction ceremony)

SPEAKER: Terry Holland, Davidson Athletic

Director

JIM KIMMELL
KMHS
3- SPORTS STAR
1949-53
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Name

TICKET ORDER BLANK

Address

# Tickets
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Enclose check or money order and mail to: KINGS MOUNTAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

219 North Battleground P.O. Box 794 Kings Mountain, North Carolina 28086, ATTN. LUCILLE WILLIAMS

| want to sit at Ken Baity's Table
John Gamble's Table
Toby Williams' Table
Jim Kimmell's Table
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Tickets also on sale at the Kings Mountain Herald, McGinnis Department Store, and from members of the Hall of Fame Committee
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