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WOOD
From Page 1-A

quarter of the year after City
Council instituted a spending
freeze after Mr. Wood resigned
March 23.
"If Mr. Wood's budget had been
on target the underspending figures
would be much higher," she said.

"We actually had no money to
transfer into the general fund from
other accounts and we got further
and furtherin the hole."

: Balance sheets in the city fi-
nance department show that at June
30, 1995 the city had $1.5 million
in the bank and the budget pre-
pared by Parsons was underspent

| by $1.7 million.
But Wood says that if the city"

had not raised property taxes and
water and sewer rates that the bud-
get would still be underspent by
$1.5 million.

The general fund won't have an
eight percent fund balance as the *
«tate has mandated this year but the
Powell Bill is continuing to grow *
and was underspent in the budget
by a quarter of a million dollars.
Wood maintains that salaries of :

street maintenance crews can be
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Deihl, William. "Show of Evil"
(Random House Audio Books, 1995).

Vail has become Chicago's chief
prosecutor, the man with the power to
tear down enemies in high places. But
he must also confront his worst legal
nightmare - one that he, himself,
helped create.

Garner, James. "Once Upon a More
Enlightened Time" (Simon & Schuster
Audio, 1995).

Garner tackles many demeaning,
culturally biased viewpoints through
his retelling of well known tales.

Groom, Winston. "Forrest Gump"
(Simon & Schuster Audio, 1994).
When the University of Alabama's

football team drafts Forrest and makes
him a star, that's only the beginning.

McNaught, Judith. "Until You" (Simon

& Schuster, 1994).

This is a sweeping adventure from
the wilds of America to the elegant
ballrooms of 19th century London.

Pope John Paul II. "Crossing the
Threshold of Hope" (Random House
Audio). !

John Paul II brings to an accessible
level the great theological concerns of
our lives. He goes to the heart of his

personal beliefs and speaks with ‘pas-
sion about the existence of God, about
the dignity of man, about pain, suffer-
ing and evil, about eternal life and the
meaning of salvation, about hope and
Christianity.

Price, Reynolds. "The Promise of Rest"
(Simon & Schuster, 1995).
A powerful exploration of such

timeless matters as love, family, loyal-
ty, and suffering, race, freedom, and
deity, this concludes Price's epic
Mayfield family trilogy with a passion-
ate embrace of life in a world that
promises to outlast us all.

Redfield, James. "The Celestine
Prophecy" (Time Warner Audio Books,

1994).
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HALLOWEEN |
COSTUME
PARTY|   

   October 28

7:30 pm - Until ?
Tickets $15.00 or $30.00

; with House Bar

Entertainment by

CUT GLASS

eHot Mexican Dip
*Barbecue Meatballs

sBuffalo Wings
*Veggie Basket

«Stuffed Jalapenos

with Ranch Dressing

Dreadfully Daring Decorations |
"Great Prizes for Great Disquises” @

© Call 865-9373
_ for $5.00 off Tickets

| purchased in advance §
Must be 21 years or older.
All major credit cards accepted. 

THE STERLING CLUB
Dixie Villge Shopping Center
2335 West Franklin Blvd. » Gastonia, NC 28052

(704) 865-9373
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: paid from the Powell bill instead of
the general fund and the general
fund would not be anemic.

"With $1.5 million in the bank at
least $350,000 could be transferred

to the general fund," he maintains.

But both Auditor Darrell Keller
and Parsons disagree, saying that at
least a half milion dollars is re-
stricted money, $400,000 plus to be
spent on the Powell bill and
$90,000 in cemetery funds for cap-
ital outlay and unavailable for nor-
mal operations ofthe city.
Wood said the city can transfer

legally from the three utility funds
to the general fund with a budget
amendment which the Council has
not elected to do. The Local
Government Commission has
rapped the city several times for
transferring from one fund to the
other and last year the city's bond
rating dropped.

Parsons says the funds have to
have the cash available to transfer
from one to the other. Last year she
said transfers could not be made
for lack of cash in three utility
funds. She said both the gas and
electric funds had to borrow a total
of $500,000 from the water/sewer
fund and that the city had not met
the state's criteria for switching

This work has come to light at a
time when the world deeply needs to
hear its words. It tells a gripping story

.- of adventure and discovery, butit is al-
80 a guidebook that has the power to

- crystallize your perceptions of who
you are and where you are in life and
to direct your steps with a new energy
“and optimism as you head into tomor-

J TOW.

= Sheehy,
“(Random House Audio Books).

Gail. "New Passages"

People are taking longer to grow up
and much longer to die, thereby shift-
ing all the stages of adulthood up by up

to 10 years. Sheehy traces radical
changes for the generations now in the
Tryout Twenties and Turbulent Thirties
and finds baby boomers in the
Flourishing Forties rejecting the whole
notion of middle age.
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from one fund to the other in four

years.
"He's talking paper entries," she

said.
"Underspending the budget isn't

money in the bank."
Wood says he agrees with the

International City/County
Management Association that
when city managersleave a city for
other employment that they should
refrain from interfering and he has
never before lodged complaints or

questions after he left a city.
"I would not have become in-

volved with Kings Mountain had
not I felt the public was misled and
the audit proves me right." :

Last year audit revenues exceed-

ed expenditures of $1.7 million, he
said.
"Maxine filed the complaint

against me because I exposed the
facts," said Wood.

Parsons said that she filed the
complaint because she felt it im-
proper for her former employer to
go over her head to ask for finan-
cial information from other em-
ployees and from the mayor and

some members of Council.
"George left the city March 23,

1994 and then immediately starting
faxing the city clerk and others for
financial information," she satd.

"I was in charge and he should
have talked to me and he did not.,"

The. line items at June 30, 1995
include general fund, cash line

item, negative $896,430.76; N. C.

Cash Management trust account,
plus $993,341.78; Powell Bill,
$429,289.04; water and sewer

fund, $988,341.78; electricity,

$17,690.99; gas fund, $23,505.39;

 

sanitation fund, $16,969.86; ceme-

tery fund, $97,910.92; for a total at

June 30, 1995 of $1.7.
The 1994-95 budget prepared by

Parsons was accepted by the Local

Government Commission which
sent representatives to Kings
Mountain twice last year for a bud-
‘get workshop and a budget hear-
ing. A second budget proposed by
Mayor Scott Neisler was turned
down by the LGC which instructed
Council to "stay on course" and
shoot for an 8 percent fund bal-
ance.

 

 

 

 

At WatsonInsurance,
our coverage is
hands on.
That's because to adequately insure your

business we have to understand your day-

to- day operations.

Whetherit's circuit boards or food

services, textiles or personnel, our agents

go the extra mile to understand your

insurance needs.

Call today and put the Watson

team to work for you.

Gastonia

Belmont - Cherryville

Mount Holly - Lake Wylie

704-865-8584 Insurance  
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2000
Great

Selection!

Huge
Discounts!
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Factory Air

*PowerSteering
“eDual Airbags 
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1995 F150

AM/FM Stereo w/Cassette

5 At This Price

*5.0 V8 Automatic *Factory Air ePower Windows & Locks

1995 ESCORT LX...
Wade Ford Discount

Ford College Grad Rebate...........

   

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

XLT #5-LT-129
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*Speed & Tilt AM/FM Stereo w/Cassette sTachometer sSuper

Engine Cooling «Chrome Rear Bumper «Chrame Wheels *Dual

 

  
1995 PROBE GL :s-.-

*Rear Spoiler *Factory Air Dual Airbags

 

 
*Spider Aluminum Wheels *Rear Window Defroster

*Factory Air "AM/FM Stereo w/Cassette ¢Dual Airbags

 

    
: y *Plus Much More!

Fuel Tanks *Airbag Anti-Lock Brakes *AM/FM Stereo w/Cassette MBRPee ¢

aANRR$20,613 ¢h Fopu esdies
Ford Discount..................... ord Rebate:.................

Ford College Grad Rebate. th Ford College Grad Rebate...

ade Ford DISCOUNt ...vvervrenrerenens 3,036 i Wade FOIA DISCOUNt c.vvevvvversiorens 1,608 +] Wi Ford Discount ......c.c.ececceins 1,918 4 
 

1995 FORD F150...
*Automatic Factory Air
*Argent Rear Bumper

*AM/FM Stereo
*Argent Style Wheels
*Airbag

*Power Steering
*Power Anti-Lock Brakes

Ford Discount.....

Ford College Grad Rebate
Wade Ford Discount.on.cio02.110

$16,293
reear

 

WADE FOR
Highway 74 Business * Kings Mountain

1739-4743 
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