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By Alan Hodge

(Editor's Note: Today we be-
gin a series of articles that look
at concerns for the Year 2000.
Anyone with suggestions for
future articles may call the
Herald at 739-7496.)

While banking institutions
are working hard to minimize
any problems from the Year
2000, there are many things that
customers can do to protect
their funds.First Carolina
Federal Savings Bank manager
Kathy Butler in Kings Mountain
passed on the following tips.
Keep good records of all your

banking transactions, especially
for the last six months of 1999
and until you get several bank
statements in 2000. Records
should include documentation
of deposits, investments, ATM
withdrawals and loan pay-
ments. Bank statements and
transaction receipts also are
among the documents you
should be saving.
Another good idea is to check

your transaction receipts
against your periodic state-
ments. In there's a discrepancy,
contact your bank immediately.
Make sure that your deposit

. accounts are within the federal
insurance limits. If you want
more information about FDIC
deposit insurance coverage, talk
to an FDIC specialist at your
bank.
Read and learn all you can

about the Year 2000 situation
and what banking institutions
are doing to protect customers.
Pay special attention to mail-
ings from your bank. These of-
ten have useful tips . If you
have questions or concerns,
speak with an employee of your
bank who is knowledgeable
aboutthe institution's Y2K pro-
gram.
Consider asking your lender

for a printed history of your
mortgage, car loan or other
debts, including how much of
each payment has gone for in-
terest and principal.
Check your credit report peri-

odically. An error in your credit
report could result in a higher
interest rate for a loan, or a re-

jection for a loan or job. Get a
copy of your report early in
1999 and if you spot a problem,
get it corrected promptly. Then,
in 2000, get another copy and
check it again. To request a copy
of your credit report, call any of
the nation's three major credit
bureaus; Equifax at 800-685-
1111, Experian at 800-682-7654,
and Trans Union at 800-888-

'4213. Under the Fair Credit
Reporting Act, there are limits
as to how much you can be
charged for a report- $8 as of
late 1998.

If you do banking by home
computer, contact the computer
manufacturer or software ven-
dorto find outif your systems
are Y2K ready. Some companies
have Web sites with this infor-
mation. Also, keep a back-up of
your accountrecords and trans-

actions. :

Beware of scamsthat try to

cash in on Year 2000 fears. If
someonetries to sell you some-
thing that's "guaranteed"to fix
or prevent Y2K "bugs" be care-
ful. If you have questions or
concerns, check with a rep-
utable source such as the manu-
facturer of a product in ques-
tion to see if any problem exists
at all. Do this research before
you pay anyone anything con-
nected with Y2K situations.
Following these guidelines

and combining them with a
good dose of common sense
will go a long wayto ensure
that your New Year 2000 will be

* ‘a happy one.

  

Racquetball,
tennis courts,

seating section
all in plans

Is a new recreational complex
at the high school in Kings
Mountain'sfuture?

Cleveland County Health
Director Denese Stallings, a
Kings Mountain resident, hopes

Thursday, January 21, 1999

so and she will present a pro-
posal to Kings Mountain City
Council Tuesday night that will
look at how such a facility can
be funded.

Stallings will present a pro-
posed drawing and plans for
filing for a grant application
with thestate to help fund the
project.

Stallings is asking the city
and Kings Mountain District
Schools to back the project and
collaborate on its completion.

City Council meets at 7:30
p-m. in Council Chambers. The

ERTRIE

Health Director to prop.
public is invited.

Kings Mountain City
Manager Jimmy Maney said the
plan envisions a multi-level,
multi-purpose racquet ball cen-
ter which would serve asa fa-
cility for tennis, racquetball
and shuffleboard with seating
around the six tennis courts and
lights. Maney said the public
would be able to use one of the
sets of the courts and all the
others when they were not in
use by studentsfor practice and
games. Walkways would sur-
round the facilities and a multi-

  
f

purpose recreation room would
also include kitchen facilities.
Maney said the new facility

would replace the old tennis
courtsat the high school.
Maney said that some private

funds may haveto beraised to
pay forthe facility and depend-
ing on whether the grant is ap-
proved. :

“This can be a very exciting
project for the whole communi-
ty,” said Mrs. Stallings.

Also on the agenda is a pre-
sentation by Aging Director
Monty Thornburg. Recently the
advisory board of the Kings

 

By Alan Hodge

Music and dance ofthe 1950s
cameto life Friday nightat the
Kings Mountain Senior Center
when nearly 100 people gath-
ered at the railway depotfor an
evening of 50s tunes, refresh-
ments, camaraderie, and danc-
ing to the soundsofthe
"Ordinaries" combo.

Couples and singles contin-
ued to pour into the Senior
Center as the "Ordinaries" be-
ganthefirst of many songs that
had everyone up and dancing.

"They love to dance," band
member and drummer Darrell
Bumgardner said of the senior
citizens."They'll dance to any-
thing that has a beat.”

That fact was obvious, for no
sooner had the "Ordinaries"

 

Senior Citizens

played their first notes than the
Senior Center floor looked like
a re-run of the Lawrence Welk
Show. Several of the dancers
even sported 50s period clothes
like poodle skirts and saddle
oxfords.
"We come to the dances to

have fun and see ourfriends,"
said Oree Beatty. "Of course
there's the dancing too. My fa-

~ vorite dance is the twist."

Beatty didn't have to wait
long for a partner. Notthirty
secondsinto the first set, she
and a handsome gentleman:
were cutting the rug to tunes
like "Young Love" and "Under
the Boardwalk."
Going back about ten years,

the 50s dances at the Kings
Mountain Senior Center are a
favorite.

See Dance, 3A

Dancing the night away
When bandstrikes up,
seniors get on their feet

TWIST AND SHOUT- Oree Beatty gets ready
to dance at the Kings Mountain Senior
Center's 1950s party Friday night. The "twist"
is her favorite dance.

 
CUTTING THE RUG- Everyone was up and dancing at the Kings Mountain Senior Center Friday night. The oc-

casion was a 1950s party that saw nearly 100 folks in attendance.
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City Manager Jimmy
Maney was honored as
City Managerofthe Year;
Kings Mountain Police
Department administra-
tive secretary was hon-
ored as Secretary of the
Year; and Sgt. Lisa
Capps Proctor was hon-
ored as Drug Agent of

The three honorees
were presented engraved

BLANTON

“rec complex
Mountain Senior Center passed
a resolution asking the city to
back its efforts to build a new
senior citizen complex to serve
a growing numberof senior res-
idents. Senior Advisory Board
Chairman Jim Belt said the
funds could be raised with pub-
lic support. Thornburg estimat-
ed thatthe facility could cost
between $800,000 and $1 mil-
lion depending if the land is do-
nated.

Thornburg will ask City
Council to proceed with plans
to build a new senior center.

City manager,
police officers
win awards
Three City of Kings Mountain employees were

honored by Region C Law Enforcementat a re-
 

      
MANEY

“We are very proud
that Kings Mountain Police Department brought
home three top awards in the Region,” said Chief

ofPolice Richard Reynolds. | : a
Reynolds said that Maney, a veteran employee

and department head who became city manager
in 1996, had been very supportive of the Police
Department and under his direction a long-time
goal was realized with the current building of the
$1 million law enforcement center. “Due to Mr.
Maney’s determination this project did not fall by
the wayside,” said the Chief. New computer sys-
tems have already been placed in some of the de-
partments in the city and other departments will
be getting the new updated system in 1999. This
system will enable each department to enter in-
formation throughout the different departments
into one system for all personnel and payroll in-
formation, vehicle maintenance, purchasing in-

formation enabling a better record keeping sys-
tem and thus cutting down on unnecessary
paperwork, increasing job performance, said
Reynolds. The police department will also update
its software program for the records information.

See Awards, 3A
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KM teen dies ofcomplications from wreck
A Kings Mountain teenager's

clothes were packed this week
for an anticipated trip to her
aunt’s home in Philadelphia,
Pa. But a call to loved ones at 3
a.m. Saturday canceled those
Tuesday plans. Sharon Ann
Lewis, 17, died in Carolinas
Medical Center.
“We didn’t get to say good-

bye,” said her mother, Christine
Sanders.
Sharon was hospitalized

November 6, 1998 after a grind-
ing automobile crash left her
critically injured with head
trauma. Although she could not
speak or walk, she had shown

some improvement in recent
weeks and was to be discharged
Tuesday morning from the
Rehabilitation Unit at Carolinas
Medical Center.
An ambulance wasto take

her to the home of Frances
Lewis in PhiladelphiaPa. where
she wasto recuperate in the
care of her doting aunt and her
relatives.

“That just wasn’t to be,” said
her mother.
“My husband Billy and our

younger daughter, Danielle
Nicole, had packed all Sharon’s
favorite things. We just could
not give her the kind ofcare she

needed here,” she said. The
Sanderslive in a mobile home
on Bethlehem Road which is
not wheelchair accessible.
Nurses told Mrs. Sanders that

Sharon wassitting in her
wheelchair watching television
when she died apparently of a
seizure.
“We rushed to the hospital

and Sharon had the most peace-
ful expression on herface as if
she was smiling,” said Mrs.
Sanders.

Doctors gave the family hope
in recent weeks that Sharon
could improve but that rehabili-
tation could take years.

“Sharon liked to run with her
friends and had left that
evening to go out to eat with a
friend. The friend was driving a
small car and he lost control of
the vehicle in a curve in Shelby,
the car flipped over twice and
Sharon was thrown from the
vehicle with the car resting on
top of her neck and head. The
driver was treated at the hospi-
tal and released the same day.
Sharon dropped outof school

in the 10th grade but prior to
the accident had talked about
returning to Kings Mountain

See Sharon, 3A
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