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By GARY STEWART
Editor of The Herald    

  

 

   

    

 

    

    

   

   

 

    

       

    

    

   
  
   

A Kings Mountain High
School student who wascriti-
cally injured in a one-car auto-

mobile acci-
dent
Saturday
night is out
of a coma
and making
progress to-
ward recov-
AR

 

Jessica
Detter, 16-

Jennifer Fredell cheers Kings year-old
Mountain's Mountaineers on DETTER daughterof
to a 63-7 victory over Burns Ronnie andFriday night at Burns. 1B Trudy Detter of Kings

Mountain, sustained head and
Homecoming Friday
at KM High School

Kings Mountain's
Mountaineers host R-S Centra
in their annual homecoming
football game Friday at 7:30.
Stay after the gamefor a giant
fireworks show. 1B

from Saturday until Monday.
But, according to her mother,

SCHOOLS

KM Schools seek
land for new school

The Kings Mountain School
Board sets a public hearing to
receive citizen input on possi-
ble sites for a new 5-6 school.
5A ;

KM'’s Johnny Reavis
is Lion of the Year

Johnny Reavis of Kings
Mountain has been selected as
District Lionofthe Year. 7B  
National President’s
homecoming Friday

Friday is homecoming day
for National American Legion
Auxiliary President Lib
Stewart. A gigantic celebration
is planned at Otis D. Green
Post 155. 7B
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KM native returns

for Mountaineer Days

Heath Wilson grew up in

Kings Mountain and now live:
in Asheboro. He is a member
of the band, Southbound 49,
which will perform Saturday By GARY STEWART
at Mountaineer Days. 9A Editor of The Herald

Battle Celebration The new Kings Mountain
Police Department will be un-
veiled to the public during a
special Mountaineer Days cere-
mony Saturday at 10 a.m.
Mayor Scott Neisler and oth-

er city officials will cut the rib-
bonto officially open the $1.7
million, 14,000 square feet facili-

draws huge crowd

People came from all over
the South to attend the 219th
celebration of the Battle of
Kings Mountain Thursday. 8A

Retired Lutheran minister,
Rev. Edgar Cooper, will have
the prayerof dedication.
The police department

moved into the new building in
Augustafter spending close to a
year in temporary facilities in
the Regal Graphics Building on
South Piedmont Avenue.
Ground was broken for the new
police department in late
September 1998. :

BUSINESS

Paul Brintley gives
back to community

Paul Brintley has had great
success at his Subway on York
Road, and he shares it with
several community endeavors.
8B

.
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back injuries and was in a coma

Teen in coma
she began waking up on
Monday and Tuesday morning
she sat up in the bed and
sipped four ounces of grape
juice. Tuesday night she ate

- ham,potatoes and peas.
The KMHSjunior left Tom's

Mini-Mart near Moss Lake
Saturday night traveling on
State Road 1001 toward
Reliance Electric. As her car
went around a curve near a
creek it left the road and over-
turned severaltimes, landing in
the creek.
Highway Patrol reports stat-

ed that she was driving too fast
for conditions, and because of
heavy rainsit is assumed by
family membersthat the car hy-
droplaned.
She wastaken to Carolinas

Medical Center with severe
head injuries, a punctured lung
and a small fracture in her back.

from wrec
She was ona respirator from
Saturday until Monday, but ac-
cording to her mother she
“jerked it out herself” and has
been breathing well on her own
eversince.
A bolt thatwas inserted into

her skull so her brain swelling
could be monitored has already
been taken out. Her lung was
re-inflated Monday evening
and the tube was removed
Tuesday.

“They've got to do some
more scans on her spine, and
depending on that we're not
sure if she will have to have
surgery or if she will need to
wear a back brace,” her mother
said. “Their main concern was
the head injuries. Since she is
improving so well they're going
to concentrate on that area
now.”

Mrs. Detter, who along with    
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For Chiefof Police Richard
Reynolds, who has been on the
force for over 30 years, the new
building is a dream cometrue.

“There are fond memories of
the old building, but this build-
ing is just a wonderfulfacility,”
said Reynolds. “It is state of the
art and is something that makes
us extremely proud.”
The police department was

previously housed in a building
which was constructed in 1937
and also was homefor years to
the Kings Mountain Fire
Department and City Hall.It al-
so served as Recorder’s Court
for many years.
“The old building had deteri-

orated so that sometimes we
had no air-conditioningin the
summer and no heat in the win-
ter,” Reynolds said. “The rain

See Police, 3A

Rings Mountain
300 W. Mountain St.

Kings Mountain city employees worked Friday putting the cupola on the new gazebo in
the park at the corner of West Gold Street and Railroad Avenue.

New PD to be

\
 

her husband has spent every
hourin the intensive care wait-
ing area at CMC, said Jessica is
moving all of her limbs and she
is confident she will fully recov-
er from her injuries,

“She moves her legs, moves
her arms, can raise up and lift
her head up, butsheisstill in
and out of the coma,” she said.
“But when she does cometo
she opensher eyes and looksat
us and shakes her head when
weask her questions, and she
squeezes our hand.”
Mrs. Detter said the prayers

of family and friends, and oth-
ers who have heard ofthe
tragedy, are making a difference
for Jessica.

“It’s just been wonderful,”
she said. “There are people
praying for Jessica all over
North and South Carolina.
Someonetold us this morning

k improving
that they had gotten on the
Internet and had a prayer chain
going all the way to Alabama.”
The support of studentsat

KMHS, where Jessica is very ac-
tive in a number of extra-curric-
ular activities, has alsobeen
tremendous, Mrs. Detter said.

“A lot of kidshave been call-
ing from school, and several
have been up here to the hospi-
tal,” she said. “We don’t always
know the reason why things
happen. But, you know, if this
accident can help one child, or
anyone, I feel so blessed that
God chose to use Jessica like
this.”
KMHSPrincipal Phil

Weathers said he first heard of
Jessica's wreck early Monday
morning. After checking out the
details he announced it over the
intercom, and since that time

See Detter, 3A

Mountaineer Days
under way in KM
By GARY STEWART
Editor of The Herald

Kings Mountain's annual
Mountaineer Days celebration,
which kicked offlast night with
a gospelsinging at City Hall,
continues through Saturday
with most events scheduled at
the new downtown gazebo.
The gazebo won't officially be

dedicated for a couple more
weeks, but Mayor Scott Neisler
will make remarksat 6:30 pm.
Thursday prior toaperfor.«Ae
mance by Kings Revue and the
Kings Mountain High School
Band. Pa :

Friday’s only scheduled ac-
tivity is a fireworks show at the
conclusion of the R-S Central-
Kings Mountain football game
at John Gamble Stadium.

Saturday's activities get un-
der way at 10 a.m. with the
dedication of the new Kings
Mountain Police Department,
and then activities will switch
to the gazebo. :
Mayor Neisler will lead an

opening ceremony at 10:30 a.m.,
and entertainment will run
throughout the day. The popu-
lar Blacksburg All Male Chorus
will lead-off the entertainment
at 10:45 a.m., followed by
Dance Magic, Timberidge,
Dance Reflections, Carolina
School of Dance and
Southbound 49.

City Recreation Director
Tripp Hord said jazz musician
Calvin Edwards of Japan, who
earlier committed to perform at
the celebration,is not going to
be able to make it to town in
time. He won't arrive in Kings

 

  
The new $1.7 million Kings Mountain Police Department
Mountaineer Days Saturday at 10 a.m.
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Thursday

6:30pm -Opening
Ceremony at gazebo, Kings
Revue, KMHSband
Friday

~ *12 noon-8pm BBQ,Kings
Mountain Fire Department. :

#9:30-10pm - Fireworks,
GambleStadium
i Saturd    

 

 
10:30-Opening ceremony,

gazebo a
- ¢10:45-dark - Entertainment

atgazebo ==
#12 noon-8pm- BBQ, Kings
Mountain FireDepartment 

 

    
   

  
Mountain until Sunday. Hord
said he may be able to line up a
single performance by Edwards
for sometime next week.
Edwards’brother,Jett

Edwards, may still perform but
if he doesit will be laterin the
evening, Hord said.
Hord said 25 to 30 craft and

food vendors will have booths
at the Saturday celebration, and
there will also be plenty of
games and activities for kids.
All activities will be centered
around the new gazebo at the
intersection of West Gold Street
and Railroad Avenue. No
streets will be blocked off.
Hord is encouraging people

to attend Friday's football game
and stay for the fireworks show,

See M-Day, 3A
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will be dedicated during
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edicated Saturday

    


