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Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus

waveto the crowd at
Saturday’s Kings Mountain
Christmas parade. 4B

KMteen killed

in car accident

Jamie Lynn Camp of Kings
Mountain was killed and two
other personsinjured in a two-
car accident Tuesday night on
Highway 161. 3A

Grover Town Board

takes oath of office

New Grover MayorBill
Favell and recently-elected
commissioners took the oat of
office at Monday night's meet-
ing. 2A

Citizens speak out
on school concerns

Kings Mountain area resi-
dents speak out on school
merger, a lack of representa-
tion on the Cleveland County
Board of Commissioners,trash
along the highways, and other
matters in lettersto the editor.
4A

CHURCHES

Swofford to play
Joseph of Nazareth

Rev. Dale Swofford, new
pastor of Grace United
Methodist Church will play
Joseph of Nazareth in a one-
man play at his church
Saturday night. He promises
that the performance willbe :
hilarious but will also give you :
a fresh look at the Christmas
story. 6A

SCHOOLS

East Elementary
helps flood victims

Students at East Elementary
in Kings Mountain are build-  :
ing quite a reputation for help- :
ing others. Last year they
brought their pennies and
small change to schoolto be
sent to Honduras earthquake
victims. Recently they provid-
ed $724.45 for flood victims in
eastern North Carolina. 7A

Mountaineers beat
Crest in BB opener

Kings Mountain's
Mountaineers opened their
1999-2000 basketball season
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Wednesday night with a 62-47
victorv over Crest. 8A

KM'’s Hillman repeats
as SWC player of year

Kings Mountain's record-
setting running back Anthony

Hillman has been named the

Southwestern3A Conference
football player of the year for

the <econd straightseason. 8A
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By GARY STEWART
Editor of The Herald

Almost 500 citizens of the
Kings Mountain School District
attended a forum on school
merger Saturday night at B.N.
Barnes Auditorium. Judging
from the huge number standing
in long lines to sign petitions
opposing a merger and consid-
ering the applause every time a
Kings Mountain School Board
member spoke againsttheis-
sue,it was apparent almost 100
percent of them are againstit.
The meeting was hurriedly

called by the Kings Mountain
Citizens for Effective
Governmentafter Cleveland
County Commissioners signed

a letter two weeksearlier call-
ing for a merger assessment.
While none of the five commis-
sioners have publicly stated
that they're either for or against
merger, many folks in Kings
Mountain assume that a merger
is in the works.
Only two commissioners - -

Willie McIntosh Jr. and Charlie
Harry - attended the forum
while all five Kings Mountain
School Board members, as well
as newly-elected member Stella
Putnam, were on hand. In addi-
tion, City Councilman Gene
White presented a resolution
opposing merger that was
passed at last week’s City
Council meeting, and the
School Board and Kings

County approves land
purchase for KM school,
moves ahead on merger
The Cleveland County Board

of Commissioners Tuesday
night unanimously approved
the purchase of58 acres of land
for Kings Mountain District
Schoolsto build a new 5-6
school.

Butin a surprise move that
wasn’t on the agenda,
Commissioners also authorized
County Manager Lane
Alexander to go ahead with se-
curing answersto their
questions about merging the
county’s three school systems.
Kings Mountain plans to

spend $7,200 an acrefor an ap-
proximate 58-acre tract of land
owned by the Beam family near
Kings Mountain Middle School.
The proposed new school
would house allfifth and sixth
grade students in thesystem.

Supt. Bob McRae said the
purchase is contingent upon
successful soil testing. After

New Ci
By GARY STEWART
Editor of The Herald

The City of Kings Mountain
will swearin four new commis-
sioners and a mayorat its
monthly meeting Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Rick Murphrey will take the
oath ofoffice of mayor, succeed-
ing Scott Neisler who did not
run for reelection.
New council members com-

ing on board are Howard
Shipp, Jim Guyton, Dean Spears
and Carl DeVane. Incumbent

ER ™

that, it would probably take
four to six months to develop
architectural plans. He estimat-
ed construction could begin in
the fall of 2000.
The School Board will proba-

bly discuss purchase of the land
at Monday's regular monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. at Central
School.
Monday's meeting will also

include administering the oath
of office to recently-elected
members Shearra Miller and
Stella Putnam, andthe election
of a new chairtnan‘and vice-
chairman
Ronnie Hawkins presently

serves as chairman, and Mrs.
Miller as vice-chairman. Mrs.
Putnam will assumethe inside
city seat of B.S. “Sonny” Peeler,
whom she defeated in the
Novemberelection.

See School, 3A

councilmen who were re-elect-
ed in November are Bob Hayes,
Gene White and Clavon Kelly.
Murphrey, who gave up his

Ward Five seat to run for may-
or, said one ofhis first orders of
business will be to develop an
economic development com-
mission that will be responsible
for marketing Kings Mountain.
“We need to develop our own

economic development package
so we can work with local and

- state leaders in promoting and
marketing the city of Kings
Mountain,” he said.

end merger
Mountain PTOsalso presented
a resolution opposing merger.
Moderator Jay Rhodes, and

members of Kings Mountain
PTOs, presented 17 questions
that were offered by the
Citizensfor Effective
Government and members of
the public. Commissioners
stressed that they couldn’t an-
swer some of the questions be-
cause they have not yet begun
their assessment, but it was

clear that School Board mem-
bers were well-versed in merger
procedures and were respon-
sive to every question asked of
them. All members of the panel
gave opening statements before
addressing the specific ques-
tions.

 
“I think the city has worked

itself into the position ofa city
that’s ready for economic
growth,” he said. “The financial
condition of the city is good.
We've got good city associates
and we've been working to get
them better wages and make
our job market more competi-
tive. We need to continue the
improvementsin utilities and
support services”
Murphrey said it’s important

forcity officials to personally
marketthe city to industrial
prospects and through state
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ALAN HODGE/THE HERALD
David Tilley watches as the remains of the old Pauline Mill in Kings Mountain go up In flames. The
blaze last Thursday was started when sparks from an oll can heater caught debris on fire.
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forum
While he said he didn’t have

a lot of answers, McIntosh said
he was pleased to see so many
people at the forum. “Thisis the
first time I’ve actually seen this
many people want to come to-
gether and have some input,”
he said. “If we have a well-in-
.formed public we have an op-
portunity for better govern-
ment.”
Harry said he basically at-

tended the meeting “to learn
and listen, because I have far
more questions than I do an-
swers.” Harry said he believes
Cleveland County students
“deserve the mostefficient and
most effective schoo! system in

See Forum, 3A

agencies, but he also hopes to
see the city develop its own
Web page.

“We're in the computer age,”
he said. “As prospective cus-
tomers search around I want
them to be able to click on the
city of Kings Mountain.”

Because ofits outstanding
utility systems and its location,
Murphrey said Kings Mountain
is primed for growth.

Several other programsthat
have been implemented recent-
ly, as well as some that are in
the planning stages will benefit

 

 
GARY STEWART / THE HERALD

Kings Mountain citizens turned out by the hundreds at Saturday night's school merger forum
at Kings Mountain High School, and most of them showed their opposition to a possible merg-
er of the county’s three school systems. In upper photo, KMHS senior Charity Richey was one
of many students who let a poster do the talking forher. In lower photo citizens line up in the
lobby to sign petitions stating their opposition to merger.

ty Council to take office Tuesday
the city over the next several
years,Murphrey noted.

Oneis the preventive mainte-
nance program that began earli-
er in the year.
“We don’t have to go outside

for so many jobs,” he noted.
“We have many new facilities
like the police station and the
proposed new senior center and
we now have an in-house main-
tenance program to keep those
facilities updated.”
Planning for orderly growth

is important, Murphrey said,
See Council, 3A

Fire destroys remains
of Pauline
BY ALAN HODGE
Staff Writer

Nearly a century of history
went up in smoke last Thursday
when the remains of Pauline
Mill on Walker Street in Kings
Mountain burned. The blaze
started when workers with DRT
Service Co. made a fire in an
old oil drum to keep warm. An
ember from the barrel flew out
and ignited some nearby scrap
lumber along with old, wax-
coated paper patterns.
“The spark got in that dry

material, and man,it was
gone,” said David Tilley with
DRT. “It only took a second for
the whole placeto be onfire.”

Tilley was one of six workers
at the site who have been de-
molishing the 1910 mill and
cleaning the bricksfor resale.
The work has been going on for
about a year and was scheduled

Shelby
Main Office

_ 106 S. Lafayette St.
484-6200

Mill in KM
to be completed later this
month. Someofthe bricks were

~ being used in restoration of the
1873 Mauney House on N.
Battleground Avenue.
The conflagration sent bil-

lowsof coal black smoke and
leaping orange flames highin
the clear blue sky. The smoke
wasvisible for several miles.
“My wife and I were coming

from Gastonia on I-85 and
could see the smoke,” said
David Bridges of Shelby. “We
could tell it was a big fire.”
Equipmentfrom the Kings

Mountain Fire Departmentar-
rived on the scene shortly after
the blaze began at 11:30 am. A
steady geyser of water soon had
the fire under control.
“We put about 800 gallonsof

water a minute on the fire,” said
chief Frank Burns. “The wind
had died down so it wasfairly
easy to control.”

Bessemer City
Coming
Soon!

Member FDIC

 

 


