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BRUTKO
From 1A

“So I went riding and found this house
that had been condemned. I told her it could
be fixed up beautifully,” she said.

Carpenters came over and completely
restored the house.
“We saved the beautiful structure, it’s got

a lot of personality and it makes a great gift
shop,” she said.

Saving a house from condemnation was
only one of the things that has sparked her
interest in preservation.

“I used to visit a lot of other areas,” she
said. “I always wondered why Kings

* Mountain didn’t have more historic situa-

tions. Because I felt like we were the perfect
spotfor all that but we didn’t have any of
it,” she said.

Thefirst event she worked on that dealt
with history in the city was the tour of
homes. Brutko and Margaret Ledford coor-
dinated the first tour.

After taking a job with the Cleveland
- County Chamber of Commerce, Brutko

knew of other possibilities for preservation
and community development.

She had worked on the gazebo in what's
now the city’s Patriot's Park. The downtown
gazebo has been the home to several con-
certs and activities.

“The opportunity was there for me to
help with that project,” she said. “I really
enjoyed being able to help put that together
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and get that going.”
One project that has been keeping her

busy is the Barber Cabin.
The cabin was donated by Kings

Mountain resident Toby Williams to the
Kings Mountain Historical Museum.
The cabin, which is believed to be about

200 years old, will be rebuilt on property
behind the historical museum on Piedmont
Avenue.
Logs from a second cabin already taken

down will be used to fill in holes with the
Barber Cabin. The second cabin was on
Dixon School Road.

Foundation work was expected to start at
the Piedmont Avenue site Friday.

Community development and historical
preservation are not the only projects Brutko
spends time on.

She’s involved with her family, such as
helping her oldest daughter Ashley with her
children, numerous organizations in the
county and artwork.

Brutko continues a career as an artist and
has done note cards for Cleveland County.

She believes two things will add to a com-
munity.

“I absolutely adore antiques and old
homes,” Brutko said. “I feel like it gives

your town such character to have these pre-
served.”
Without the character, a small town could

lose part ofits heritage, she said.
“It’s great for education for children to be

able to see what we used to have and how
we used to make it and build it,” she said.

“Withoutit you just lose a whole lot of your
flavor -especially in a small town.”
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97” or 114”

Generously oversized, this sofa offers you a choice of three lengths...
85”, 97” or 114” long, and there is plenty of depth to curl up into! A
dramatically good looking sofa, it also features Soft Flex cushions,
which are soft and dense. The frame is kiln-dried hardwood with legs

built into the frame. Eight way hand tied seat cushion construction

A Family Tradition of Quality Since 1962

evenly distributed weight for durability. This sofa offers you quality
construction with optimal style and beauty. It's the sofa you've been
looking for all along!
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Cancer survivor Harriet Coffey and Joyce Roark share a hug at Friday's Relay for Life

while Bob Myers of the First Baptist Church cooking team gives service with a smile

 

The number of walking teams this year
was down to 32 from 34 a year ago, but
Roark said most of the teams had more peo-
ple walking.

“That's what we really shot for, other than

setting a money goal,” she said. “We had
committees and teams that worked very
hard.”

Once again, David Baptist Church led in
money raised. The church has already
topped last year’s $9,000 record and has
another fund raiser slated for June 22 which
they hope will put them over the $10,000
mark.
“They had to postpone a barbecue dinner

Memorial Day weekend because of a short-
age of meat,” Roark explained. “Hopefully
on June 22 they will be bringing in some
more money. Plus, they still have theirraffle
of four VIP tickets to Sea World and a one-

night stay in Williamsburg, VA.” That draw-
ing will be held on the day of the barbecue.
David’s “See A World Without Cancer”

camp site was voted tackiest camp site and
also shared the most creative camp site with
Christian Freedom Baptist Church’s
“Stepping Stone for a Blooming Cure.”
The Central United Methodist Church

“Boot Camp” camp site, manned almost
entirely by young people, won the most
spirited site. The Central youth also put out
hundreds of luminaries that lit the entire
track in memory and in honor of cancer vic-
tims.
Autumn Malpass, a fourth grade student

at Bethware School, and Rev. Jody Griffin,
pastor of David Baptist Church, were voted
the Queen and King of the Relay. They are
both cancersurvivors whoalsoparticipated=seen her

any pain.”
Coffey said she noticed her naval was get-

ting big, but thought she had developed a
hernia from doing sit-ups. When she went
to the doctor, the diagnosis was that she had
a hernia and she was scheduled for what
she thought would be a routine, one-hour
outpatient surgery.
But when the surgeons cut into her, she

noted, “a mucous substance spewed out like
a fountain,” and after she woke up from the
four-hour operation she learned that there
was a tumor en her appendix that was
spreading into her abdominal region.
A second, 12-hour surgery was scheduled

two months later “and they took so many
parts I could start a parts store.
“And I never felt any pain,” she said.
Her malignancy reading that was an

unusually high 26 wentto .02 after surgery
and chemo, and now she said she has a
“clean bill of health.”

“I thank God for that,” she said. “I do
believe in the power of prayer. I felt all
along there was something besides doctors
helping me.”
Coffey also related how she lost herjob at

the Charlotte radio station because of down-
sizing, and how relieving stress had benefit-
ted her health.

“I loved what I did and didn’t know I was
under that much stress,” she said. “But

when I was let go my health improved.”
She said she holds no resentment toward

her company, and tries hard not to ever be

angry about anything. “Ijust let it go,” she
said.
A Type II diabetic, Coffey said she has

blovdstsar-dropfromnearly 400"
 

“Inthesurvivor'slap withapproximately 100
other area cancer survivors including
Christine Morrison, who has been a sur-
vivorfor 26 years.

Harriett Coffey, popular former disc jock-
ey for Charlotte’s Magic 96.1, got the Relay
off to an exciting start at the 6 p.m. opening
ceremonies. She told of her battle with can-
cer and urged the participants to live a posi-
tive, stress-free lifestyle.
“Prevention is thekey to beating cancer,”

she said. “Take careof yourself. I neverfelt

to 114,and her blood pressure from 212/110
to 110/65.

“1 don’t recommend unemployment for
anyone, but everything happens for a rea-
son,” she said.
“Cancer feeds off stress and negativity,”

she said. “Imagine what happens to your
health when you are angry. Don’t do any-
thing out of negativity, butlet it go.
“Do what you can to stay away from

stress and negativity.”

 

 

 

Mountain View Urgent Care
and Family Practice

in celebration of our 1st year
we would like to thank you,
our patients for your support.

We at Mountain View Urgent Care and

Family Practice will continue to provide

you the best medical care possible.

For your convenience we are open

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm and Saturday 1lam-5pm

Accepting New Patients

No Appointments Needed

We participate with Medicare, Medicaid

and Most Insurance Plans

502 W. King Street LL#20 (704) 730-8461
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