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Cranking up the New Year
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Good weather, good friends, good food highlight January 1 antique tractor show at Berry farm

By GARY STEWART
Editor of The Herald

Most people usherin the
new year with some sort of
tradition.

In Cherryville it’s the New
Year Shooters.
For others,it’s fireworks

or a big party to count down
the final seconds of the old
year and bring in the new.
For most sportsfans, it’s a

day of watching football
bowl games on TV.
For almost everyone,it’s a

day for eating the traditional
good luck New Yearfeast of
pork, greens and peas so
they’ll enjoy a year of good
health, greenbacks and
change.
For the past two years,

members of the Gaston
Antique Machinery and
Textile Restoration
Association (GAMTRA)
have started the New Year's
Day Crank Up, a New
Year’s Day antique tractor
and engine show at Tom
Berry’s farm in theDixon
Community south of Kings
Mountain.
And it’s quickly becoming

a tradition.
Saturday’s show featured

68-degree weather, 28
antique tractors, 22 antique
gas engines, and well over
118 people looking at the
equipment and getting a liv-
ing history lesson from
exhibitors who have spent
years researching and build-
ing their machines.
GAMTRA members got

the idea for the show a cou-
ple years ago as a way to get

together during the winter.
Their show season, which
includes Cotton Ginning
Days in Dallas, runs from
May-October.
“A lot of people get cabin

fever,” says Tom Berry's son,
Tommy, one of the organiz-
ers of the club and a past
president. “So a couple years
ago three of us got together
and decided that we'd like
to do a show in the winter.
We thought, ‘well, nobody
works on the first day ofthe
year’ so we setit for January
1 - rain or shine, sleet or
snow.”

Fortunately, the group has
gotten excellent weather the
first two years.

Exhibitors and visitors
don’t have to do without
their traditional New Year's
mealeither. Tom Berry saw
to it that they gottheirfill of
pinto beans, ham hocks and
collard greens.
GAMTRA meets once a

month and club members
attend approximately 16
shows during the summer in
the Carolinas, Tennessee and

‘Indiana. Every state has
about 8 to 10 shows a year,
Tommy Berry noted.

“It’s like a circuit,” he said.
“We go to shows at the same
time and same place every
year. We go to Indiana to the
biggest show in the world.”
Many tractor enthusiasts

use the shows to build a net-
work of contacts for parts,
and many use them to buy,
sell or trade equipment.

“It’s like a show and swap
meet,” Tommy said.
Exhibitors came from

 

 

 

W.C. Helms, above, of

Lincolnton shows off his

1914 domestic water pump

that he restored at

Saturday’s New Year's Day
Crank Up at the Tom Berry

farm near Kings Mountain.
Right, retired engineer

Doug Kelly of Lake Wylie is

pictured with a scale
model of a Snow 1905-08
era pump.

Photos by Gary Stewart
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LUXURY LINENS FOR LESS
- 114 Cone Street Cherryville
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Cleveland, Gaston, Lincoln
and York Counties for
Saturday’s show. Unlike
most of the big shows
around the land, it was
mostly a show for the spec-
tators.

“We do a little buying and
selling, but it’s mostly a get-
together and an excuse to
see frierids in the winter
time. Some we won't see
again until spring,” Tommy
Berry explained.
Mostof the tractors on

display were from the 1939-
65 era, but some of the gaso-
line engines dated back to
the very early 1900s.
Ray Medford of Gastonia,

a retired Gaston County
educator, broughthis
restored 1916 International
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period.
“It was the Cadillac ofit’s

time,” Medford noted.

“Mules would pull it any-
where on the farm and
operate all type of machin-
ery such as corn shellers,
saws, stationary hay bailers,
you name it.”
The engine originally ran

on kerosene, Medford
explained, but
gas Now.

He found the engine in
Cabarrus County, and it was
completely disassembled.

“It took me nine years to
restore it, and

pretty hard for a year and a
See Crank, 5B
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Harvester Mogul engine
which he basically built
from scratch over a 9-year

 

he runs it on

I worked on it}
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CALL RIGHT NOW! 7104-47 1-2627 lL RIGHT NOW!

Restored

antique trac-
tors line the

pasture at Tom

Berry’s farm

near Kings

Mountain for

Saturday’s sec-

ond annual New

Year’s Day

Crank Up. Left,

Tom Berry stirs

a large contain-

er of pinto

beans for a tra-

ditional New

Year’s meal.

Photos by

Gary Stewart
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INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
CARTER AUTOMOTIVE

3 DAYS ONLY!

pu PAYMENTS AS LOW AS 99"
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Brimz wvour trade title
and or payment book.

Be prepared fo fake

immedizte delivery. All
sales finance managers,

ElSeaTE
with selected lending
imstitutions will be on
band to assist you with

your vehicle purchase,
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CARTER|
AUTOMOTIVE

* Shelby, NC
704-471-2627

(Across The Street From Wal-Mart) J
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