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, A ftricovered bundle of
Hobe visited Summit Place
Assisted Living Center on
Monday.

, a four-month-old
Rottweiler, ‘met residents.
~ One of hisowners, Sue
‘Shuler, accompanied the
puppy on his rounds.

Shuler and her husband
Richard Shuler founded the
not-for-profit Friendly Pet
Therapy and are assisted by
Bill Lovern. The Shulers also
own Shuler’s Warrior:
Kennels.
While it was Doza’s first

visit, the Shulers and Lovern
are not new to pet therapy.
The couple first brought
their dogs to Summit Place
when Richard Shuler’s
father Vernon Shuler was a
resident. After he died staff
member Judy Lee asked
them to continue their visits.
They brought Big Foot who
is now known as the “back-
bone” of the pet therapy.

  

  
  

 

On Monday afternoon res-
ident Tom Smith was the,
first to greet Doza. As he
petted the dog, Eddys Ware
made her way over to meet
the canine. She and Clara
Twitty enjoyed Doza and
had questions for Shuler.
They wanted to know

where Doza sleeps - he has
his own bed in the house.
How much he weighs - over
35 pounds. Washis tail
docked or was he born with
it short and stubby - it’s
docked.
The two women laughed

as Doza hunted for his

 

rawhide chew. Shuler hid
the toy after she assessed if
Doza wanted to share it. He
didn’t but was willing to let
others play with his stuffed
vampire Halloween toy.

All therapy dogs have
some toys they are willing
to share and othersthat are
off limits. It’s Shuler’s job to
figure this out now.
She brought him to

Summit Place today for
socialization, a chance to get
him used to new people,
wheelchairs, large doors and
other things he’ll find in a
residential center. Doza also
starts to learn the rules now.
At age six months Shuler

will begin preparing Doza
for the AKC designation
Canine Good Citizen. If he
passesthat test, Doza will be
eligible to work on therapy
dog certification.
Doza was the first of his

litter to approach humans.
He prefers them to dogs
now, Shuler said. That
makes him a good candidate
for pet therapy.

Shuler, Doza, Judy Lee
and volunteer Reagan
Childers made their way
down the hall for a visit
with Lou Smith. Doza was
eager to shake hands with
her.

“You've got big feet and
no shoes to go on them,”
Mrs. Smith joked.
Next the group took Doza

to the Alzheimer’s unit.
There several residents
quickly warmed to their
four-legged guest.
The Shulers and Lovern

also bring pet therapy to the
schools. Exceptional chil-
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Eddys Ware and Doza visit at Summit Place on Monday.

“YOUR ONE STOP
MEDICAL SHOP!”

 

~ agencies for training as

| Jazzy Power Chairs © Scooters Seat Lift Chairs

| Complete Home Oxygen Services, CPAP & BIPAP Units

Free Monthly HomeDelivery for Nebulizers, Nebulizer

i Medications & Diabetic Supplies - Call for Details!

Lg Name Brand Diabetic Shoes & Socks - Great Selection!

: Medical Hosiery by Jobst, T.E.D., Futuro, Spa & Activa

  
Whatyou need, When you needi,

~ Atthe rightprice!

HOME DELIVERY & IN-HOME
DEMONSTRATIONS

Toll Free 1-877-627-7627
or 704-487-8068

| MEDICALARTS PHARMACY
| HOMEMEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY

Now serving Cleveland, Rutherford, Gaston, Lincoln, Burke  T
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and Catawba Counties!

| 108 E. Grover Street Shelby (One block west of the hospital)
 
 

dren’s instructor Joel Adkins
says Bigfoot's visits are ther-
apeutic, educational and
enjoyable. The children
learn how to approach and
care for an animal.
They also donate some

dogs to law enforcement

police canines.
Not all the therapy dogs

are Rottweilers. Last week
Taco, a two-year-old
Chihuahua, accompanied
Sue Shuler and Lovern to
Summit Place for theirfair.
While a Chihuahua rarely

frightens anyone, some folks
are leery of Rottweilers.
Shuler says the therapy dogs
are ambassadors for their
breed and other large
breeds.

For more information, call
704-730-9803 or email rot-
tiesrus@juno.com.
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beALER RETAINS INCENTIVES, INCENTIVES SUBJECT.nCHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, MUST TAKE
DELIVERY FROM DEALER STOCK, PLUS TAX, TAGS, AND 5299 DOC FEE. 0% FINANCING, 60

MONTHS ON 05 BUICK TERRAZA, 05 PONTIAC SUNFIRE, 05 PONTIAC MONTANA
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COUPE AUTOMATIC#H169301

 

Lou Smith and Doza get to know one other.
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2005 HONDA

4 DOOR
#H16120 AUTOMATIC

 

 

 

2006KIAPO Ws,
LOCKS, AUTO, ACAND MORE!

 

 

OAC, 72 MONTHS, 6.99% APR, 30% DOWN, PLUS TAX, TAG, $299 CUSTOMER SERVICE FEE AND DEALER
INSTALLEDOPTIONS
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2005 KIA

auto, Acco LK
AND MORE!

ALLPRICES INCLUDE REBATES TO DEALER. SPECTRA AND SEDONA
INCLUDE COMPETITORS REBATE AND MUST QUALIFY. PLUS TAX, TAG,

TITLE AND $299.00 DOC FEE. OAC
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NO GREDIT... BRAIDPsPROBLEIVIY

ROGERS CAN HELP! 1-800-849-3330
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