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MEDIATIn
Jim Kelsey was an Episcopal

Bishop, who served as a denomina-
tional leader for twenty-seven con-
gregations located in Northern
Michigan. Seeing the changing
landscape in so called “mainline”
churches, Kelsey began to preach
about the need for change.

“This is something I have found
to be true without exception,”
Kelsey said, when any of us “focus
on things in our lives that are pass-
ing away, we get scared, we get
anxious, we get depressed, we lose
hope;” but “when we focus on

things that are being birthed and
are coming newly into creation, we
get excited, we get imaginative, we
get optimistic, we feel drawn
closer to one another, we feel as if
we have meaning and purpose in
this life, and we have joy.”

In years past, when a baby was
born, the mother was surrounded
by doctors, nurses, midwives and
others who were helping her
through the ordeal, while the father
had to wait with other well wishers
untilthe news finally camethatit
was either a boy or a girl. I, for
one, am grateful that this has
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Meditation changed and that
it is now com-
monplace for a
fatherto be al-
lowed to be pres-
ent at the birth
of his children.
Even though I
doubt that my
presence was So
helpful for my
beloved wife, I
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Kings Mountain Would take noth-
ing for the expe-Baptist Church ;

~ rience of being
with her when

our three sons were born; hearing
their first cries, holding them when
they were so new and witnessing
the miracle that is birth. It seems

~ definite to me that allowing a new
father to experience this wondrous
event first hand deepens the joy
and strengthens the connection that
new parents have with their child.

Of course, Bishop Kelsey was
talking about something much
smaller than the birth of a child.
He was talking about the new birth
— or rebirth, that is — of a local
church, and I think he had an im-
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portant point, for it is clear that
change is in the air in religious life
in this country.
When I wasin seminary, we

were all taught about what has
.. come to be known as “the seven

last words” of a church. Those
words are: We’ve never doneit
that way before.” I think these
words are true for all churches, re-
gardless of their denomination, and
I really think that the local
churches that are able to thrive in
ministry in the years to come will
be those that have learned to stop
living by these seven last words.
Now I can’t say exactly how

each church or believer may have
to change, but I do believe that we
are going to have to be open to
change before change can happen.
Furthermore, I believe Jim Kelsey
was right about one thing: when
we are involved with birthing
something new — when we focus

not on what we are losing but on
what we are gaining — then we get
excited, imaginative, optimistic,
and are drawn together with other
believers. :

Church

: . Oak Grove Baptist Church GASTONIA Kings Mountain,
Macedonia Baptist Church 1022 Oak Grove Road Bethesda United Methodist North Carolina
1101 S. Battleground Avenue 704-739+4833 Church 70 4 734 0595
704-739-6811 n

Oak View Baptist Church 37 14 $- Now HopeRe
~ Midview Baptist Church 1517 York Road Grace Community Advent
~ 703 Margrace Road 704-739-7831 Christian Church CCA
704-739-6711 : | N- res

Pathway Baptist Church poe Wosr and Avenue A
Mount Zion Missionary Bap- 3100 Parkdale Circle ToL Cinisen GAndasen, MD, PAfist Church : 704.734.0852 \ oard Certified in Intemal Medicine

220 N. Watterson Street : A :

704-739-8354 Patterson Grove Baptist GROVER . . 302 VestKo

! Church ’ Bethany Baptist Church Kings Mountain, NC28086

‘Mountain View Agape Church 301 Oak Grove Road 423 Cleveland Avenue Phone: AM-734-0576
506 Sparrow Springs Road 704-739-5826 704-937-3010 ’ Fax: 704-730-1712

704-739-0160 : E-Mail: ANDERSONCG@AOL.COM
, Peoples Baptist Church Carolina Praise and Worship :

Mt. Olive Baptist Church 1010 GrovesStreet Center . .

Compact School Road - - 704-739-0398 201 N. Main Street Ami

704-739-4516 : 704-937-7541
Progressive Church of Our ~

Mt. Zion Baptist Church Lord Proclaiming the Word Min- Fi1ance

220 N. Watterson Street 1001 Cleveland Avenue istries :

704-739-5580

N. Cansler Street:

704-739-1256

Solid Rock Baptist Church
1908 Shelby Road
704-739-4186

Sunrise Baptist Church

208 Mail Road

704-692-3007

Temple Baptist Church
612 N. Cansler Street

704-739-4716

True Gospel Holiness Church

114 Westover Drive

704-739-2187

7011 Cleveland Avenue

Gospel StneingSunday
- “The Heavenly Echoes” of Maiden will sing Sunday,

April 18, at 6 p.m. at Carolina Praise & Worship Center,
201 N. Main St., in Grover. The public is invited.

Peoples Church May event
The Peoples Baptist Church will host a mother-daugh-

ter brunch Saturday, May 8, from 10 a.m.-12 noon. The
cost is $5 per person. The speakerfor the semi-formal event
will be Minister Maxine Degree from Jerusalem C. F.

Church of God in Shelby. For more information contact

Sister Fonda Houze at 704-739-0195.

Benefit breakfast Saturday
Grace United Methodist Church, 829 Cleveland Ave.,

will serve a country-style breakfast, all you can eat, Satur-
day, April 17, from 6 a.m.-10 a.m. for a donation of $6 for:
adults, $3 for children 7-12 (children under 12 eat free) and

$5 for seniorcitizens 60 and over. All proceeds benefit fe

building fund.

Chicken Pie supper
Dover Baptist Church, 1501 Polkville Rd, Shelby, will

serve a chicken pie supper Saturday, April 24 from 5-7
p.m. Take-out or dine insidethe fellowship hall. Donations
will be accepted. Dr. Bulo Price; pastor,invites the public.

Church Yard Sale Saturday
Christian Freedom Baptist Church, 246 Range Rd., will

hold a car wash and bake sale Saturday, April 17, from 7
am.-1 p.m. Proceeds benefit the church. The publicisinvited.
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number of churches in our

communities, we will print two

alternating lists of churches

each week. If you don’t see the

church you're looking for, be sure

to check next weeks paper.
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