
H
l
i
i
a

S
l
o
i
i
l
a

i
i

Ve
ta
e
s
h
r
s
e
l

wi
ns
g
t

 

February 29, 2012 The Kings Mountain Herald | www.kmherald.net

Showcase opens to one of biggest crowds yet

 

KMHS senior Heather Johnson presents an artistic collage featuring city landmarks to Mayor
Rick Murphrey and City Manager Marilyn Sellers asids father, Greg Johnson, aie
Chamberofficials and others look on.

 

 

Photos
By Ellis

Noell
One of the biggest
crowds ever in the 14-
yearhistory of the Cham-
ber's KM Business
Showcase gathered in
the lobby area of Kings
Mountain City Hall last
Tuesday night to enjoy 51
exhibits which continue
open during the day at
city hall until March 16.

   

Obviously surprised and
humbled last Tuesday by the
Cleveland Chamber's "Busi-

ness Person of the Year"
award, The Herald's Ron Is-

bell accepted with a wide
smile and "thanks" to one of

the biggest crowds ever at-.
tending the 2012 Business
Showcase.

The lobby area of Kings
Mountain City Hall was
standing-room only and
crowds milled around 51 ex-
hibits by the largest number of
participating businesses.
Guests munched on a variety
of goodies and greeted
friends.

Gregg Johnson, of the
Chamber advisory board con-
gratulating Isbell, said the an-
nouncement of the top award
is always kept secret. He
praised Isbell's community-
first approach in all areas of
city life and as a prominent
leader in the business commu-
nity. : ;

The City of Kings Moun-
tain also shared in accolades
as City Manager Marilyn Sell-
ers and Mayor Rick Murphrey
accepted on behalfof the city
a beautifully-framed "Charac-
ter of Kings Mountain 2011,"
an artistic photo collage of
city landmarks. The gift was
the crowning achievement of
Kings Mountain High School
student Heather Johnson's
senior project. Heather is the
daughter of Gregg and Shan-
non Johnson.

"This is one way to show
my love for my hometown,"
said Ms. Johnson, who added
that the Chamber's Kings
Mountain Executive Director
Shirley Brutko was her men-
tor for the project. Copies of

 

He gets it from his grandma

 

. Eric "Big E" Pardo is picture her with his grandmother,

EMILY WEAVER
Editor

Eric "Big E" Pardo,
owner and operator of Big
E's Original BBQ Company,
has won a lot of awards for
his culinary skills over the
years. A strong contender of
the "que", he's brought home

Pauline Harbin - one ofhis biggest inspirations.

top 10 finishes for pork in
every contest he's competed
in since 2009. >

. He's worn the "crown" of
the "Highest Scoring Cleve-
land County Team"in Kings
Mountain's Firehouse BBQ
Cook-off twice. He finished
a fraction of a point behind
the Cook-off's Reserve

Grand Champion in 2010.
Plaques andtrophies line Big
E's walls and shelves.

In many rights, he's al-
ready a champion, running

- his booming, ever-popular
Kings Mountain restaurant.
But his eyes reflect another
champion, one who's in-
spired him his whole
life...his grandmother.

"I spent a lot ofweekends
with her. She'd call Price
Cab Company in Kings
Mountain and they'd come
pick us up and take us down-
town to do her shopping,"
Eric said, thinking back to
the heydays of downtown.

In those days, Alliance
Bank was Rexall Drug. The
building that now houses J.
Oliver's Coffee Shop was
home to the Eagle Dime
Store. There was the Plonk

Brothers' department store

on the corner of Gold St. and

Railroad Ave. And even a
grocery store - B&B Food
Stores, Inc. brought in a lot
ofcustomers offof S. Battle-
ground Ave.

In the crowd of shoppers
every weekend was Eric and
his grandmother, Pauline
Harbin. "That's where she'd
get her groceries," he said.

- But his favorite stop was
the one they'd hit last - the
Eagle Dime Store, where a
new toy always awaited.
She'd tell me to go pick out
a toy and I'd head straight
back to the department on
the right, Pardo said.

After downtown, came
another treasured treat -
cooking with grandma in the
kitchen of her house on E.
King St.

"She'd make all kinds of

stuff in the kitchen," he said,
"even barbecue. She can

See PARDO, B2 .

the poster are available for
$10 each at the KM Chamber
office and proceeds benefit the
Gateway Trails.

Schools Supt. Dr. Bruce
Boyles welcomed the crowd
of 150-200 to the kickoff cer-
emonies,calling the 14th an-
nual showcase, open daily at
city hall through March 16,
"our biggest ever". Heinvited
all citizens to take pride in the
outstanding exhibits, a real

showcase of what's available
in Kings Mountain, and all

meritorious winners.
Cleveland County Cham-

ber of Commerce President
Michael Chrisawn took the
occasion to thank supporting
businesses and the general
public who use those services.
"Thisis a special occasion and
welcome," he said.

Johnson recognized pre-
senting sponsors First Na-
tional Bank and Warlick
Insurance Agency

and sponsorsCity ofKings
Mountain, Kings Mountain
Hospital, Kings Mountain
Woman's Club Premier Fed-
eral Credit Union, and Bobby
Horne Construction and food
sponsors Big E BBQ, Food
Lion, Kentucky Fried
Chicken, Linwood Restaurant
and Subway.

Johnson presented the
mayor for remarks and intro-
duction ofcity council.

Brutko closed the evening
celebration with the presenta-
tion of a number ofhandsome
doorprizes from participating
businesses.

Ribbon awards wentto the
following exhibitors:

- BEST OF SHOW - large.
table - Southern Arts Society,
1st place; Warlick & Hamrick

Need Milk?

with a smile!

Sundrop $1:
6-pack cans’

24 Pack of
Coca Cola, Pepsi or

Mountain Dew

only8:
B Monster

1602. $1.88
Energy Drinks
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Insurance, 2nd; First National
Bank, 3rd; Baker Dental

Clinic, 4th.
BEST OF SHOW - small

table - Cleveland Community

College, 1st; Adventures in
Advertising, 2nd.
MOST INFORMATIVE -

largetable - Joy Performance
Center, 1st; Hospice of Cleve-
land County, 2nd; and Kings
Mountain Hospital, 3rd.
MOST INFORMATIVE -

small table - Crowders Moun-
tain State Park, 1st; KM His-

torical Museum, 2nd.
NEAT AND CONCISE -

Large table - Caromont Fam-
ily Medicine, 1st; Cleveland

Endocrinology & Kings
Mountain Internal, 2nd; Hu-

mana Market Point, 3rd.

NEAT and CONCISE -
small table - City of Kings
Mountain.
MOST CREATIVE - large

table - J. Oliver's, 1st; Kings

Mountain Herald, 2nd; KM
Woman's Club, 3rd; and Life

Enrichment Center, 4th.
MOST CREATIVE - small

table -Verizon Wireless, 1st.
BEST THEME - large

table - Mauney Memorial Li-
brary, 1st; Edward Jones, 2nd;

YMCA,3rd; and Patrick Sen-
ior Center, 4th.

BEST THEME - small
table - KM National Military
Park, 1st; Reno Chiropractic,
2nd.

MOST COLORFUL -
Bradley Insurance Services,

1st.

BEST BUSINESS DIS-
PLAY - Milanco Chemicals,
Ist; Allen Tate Realty, 2nd;

Gaston Gazette and Shelby
Star, 3rd.

   
   12-pk/8oz cans

Fresh

Coffee
Dady/

 

Tobacco Barn
716 N. Cleveland Ave.

Kings Mountain

704.734.1773
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Cherryville
Federal Bank

  

The sooner you get started...

Every bank has a switch kit. But ours

has a face. And a name. A real person,

whois ready to spend the time to walk

you through every detail of your switch.

So switching banks has never been easier.

Stop by Cherryville Federal Bank today.

the BETTER.

100 West Main Street Cherryville 435.3737

hometrustbanking.com
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