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MEDITATION 

6:47-51
there is a
story that
is.com-
forting
to me.
Itisa
story
that be-

gins with a storm. The term has
sometimes been translated “ad-
verse wind,” or in the Old Testa-
ment it has been known as
“chaos.” The storm is a crushing,
irresistible force that seems asif
it is going to sweep overthe
lonely disciples. Such storms are
many in our lives. They appear
through a medical diagnosis, a
broken relationship, a financial
hardship, and in countless other
forms, but they always bring anx-
iety and fear.

The text also says two other
things. First, it tells us the disci-
ples “strained”against the
wind. They were attempting to
make it on their own, but they
couldn’t because the wind and
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the waves seemed to be winning.
Perhapsit is in their nature to be
too strong for us to control, and
this is made even more signifi-
cant by the second thing we are
told: that He was notthere — that
Jesus was not with them. He was
not far away, but as he walked on
the water, he appeared to them as
if he was a ghost.

The amazing thing is that they
did notcall out for him in the
midst oftheir need. They just
looked up and there he was, but
they didn’t recognize him. It is
as if time seems to stand still in
the story, for Jesus is there with
them, but nothing happens... at
least not until he speaks. Every-
thing depends on his word, and
that is as true today as it was long
ago. All he says is: “Itis1.” He
doesn’t need to say his name, for
they know it. This didn’t think to
summon him, but they know him
when he says, “It is I.”

Jesus’ declaration ofhis pres-
ence through that one, small ut-
terance is the unmistakable
solution to the storm. The disci-
ples didn’t fully realize it then,
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Only Jesus cann calm the storm
but Jesus was God in their midst
— the Creator of heaven and earth
with skin on — and the storm was
no threat to him, so it was no
threat to his followers. This is
why Jesus says, “Don’t be
afraid... take heart.” The disci-
ples had lost heart. They were
bewildered, anxious and afraid,
and all of us know timeslike that
in our own lives.

In verse 50 the disciples were
with Jesus,but the storm didn’t
end until verse 51. Whyis that?
A careful reading ofthe passage
seems to suggest that the reason
is because Jesus expected some-
thing from the disciples. In that
little space between verses 50
and 51 Jesus was giving them an
invitation and they had to re-
spond. It wasas if he was say-
ing, “Yes,there is a storm. ButI °
am here. Listen to me. Look at
me.” It was an invitation to faith
— an invitation God gives to all of
us — and only when we accept the
invitation does Jesus climb into
the boatso that the storm

ceases.

Open Heart Ministries

dedicates new church
Open Heart Ministries will dedi-

cate their new house ofworship Sun-
day morning at 10 a.m. at 306 N.
Piedmont Ave., across from the old
Kings Mountain Depot.

“We are so excited,” said Pastor

Shane Reese, who said a group of 56
worshipers have been meeting for 10
months as a Bible study group. Mike
Heath rented the group of buildings
on the corner of N. Piedmontto the
church for future expansion.

Rev. Robert Eng, pastor of New
Life Worship Center, will lead the
dedication service to which the pub-
lic is invited.

Associate Pastors Stan Brucker
and Craig Pittman and ministers Jim
and Sue Thurman and Bill and Millie
Mayes will also assist in the program
along with worship leader, Tonya
Parker; women’s leader Dee Reese;

and men’s leader Craig Pittman.
Reese served for 11 years on the

staff ofFaith Ablaze in Kings Moun-
tain and wassenior pastor at Restor-
ing Hopein Chester, SC. Son ofJack
and Dee Reese of Belmont, he grad-
uated from East Gaston High School
and Grace Covenant School of Min-
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Center. He
is married |
to Tracy |
McAllister
Reese and
they have

 

three chil-
dionChie Shane Reese

tian, 13;

Caleb, 11; and Jeremy, 19 months.
Reese said the church is targeting

areas where people are in need and
are partnering with local pharmacists
to help seniors with prescription
needs.

“We preach and teach about
God’s Glory and we give all the
Praise to God,” said the pastor. He
said that God changed hislife as he
worked with Faith Ablaze and was
called to the ministry. “See what God
can do,” he said, inviting visitors.

Family training is held at the
church on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
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Resurrection Lutheran Church

Saint Matthew’s True Gospel Holiness Church
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704-739-8920
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Notice: wn order to accommodate the number of churches in our communi-
ties, we will print two alternating lists of churches each week. If you don't see

the church you're looking for, be sure to check next week.
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North Carolina
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Broke, Busted
or Disgusted?

Want to make $100 per day?

We're Hiring - Direct Selling!

704.739.2769
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Formerly WKMT Radio Station

704.739.2769
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Specialists for 32 Years
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Christian G, Anderson, MD, PA
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

* Internal Medicine and Primary Care

502 West King Street

Suite 100

Kings Mountain, NC 28086
Phone: 704-734-0576

Fax: 704-730-1712

E-Mail: ANDERSONCG@AOL.COM
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® Incoming Planning Strategies

Keith Bradley, Owner

704.739.4182 bradleyinsurance @att.net

BRADLEY INSURANCE

Asset Preservation ® Wealth Management
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® Annuities ® Disability Income
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C&C Heating &

Bobby Childers - Owner

502 York Rd., Kings Mtn.

Laughlin
Furniture

For All Furniture Needs
400 N. Lafayette St.,

Shelby, North Carolina

704-484-3204   
 

227 S. CherokeeSt.
Kings Mountain

704-739-0193    
  


