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SCHOOL BUDGET: for
2013-14 lookinglean

From page 1A

Lee. Also, money for text-
books stands to be slashed
by about 75 percent,he said.

The school system em-
ploys slightly less than
1,000 certified teachers and
about 450 teacher assistants,
according to Superintendent
Bruce Boyles. A little more
than 15,000 students attend
Cleveland County public
schools.

Financial concerns could
also force the end of two
major teacher incentives:
tenure and raises, school of-
ficials said.

“We're trying, as best we
can, to use attrition to make

up for these losses,” said
Cleveland County Schools
spokesperson Greg Shull.

Educators say they are
scrambling to plan for a
school year with a smaller
staff and fewer supplies and
books. One likely outcome
is largerclass sizes.

“We’re evaluating the
impact of all this,” Lee said,
adding that state law doesn’t
mandate a maximum class
size. “The question becomes
how much larger will the
class sizes be?”

Educators are keen to
keep class sizes small be-
cause experience shows that
smaller classes are more
likely to foster individual at-
tention.

“Once you reach a cer-
tain size, children just aren’t
-as successful,” Boyles said,

adding that schools at all
grade levels in Cleveland
County last year managed to
be below the average class
size in the state. “With more
children,it takes more time

to get around to everyone.
We're less able to provide
for small group study.”

The cut in teacher assis-
tants could lead to sharing
ofpersonnel between two or
more classrooms, Lee said,

adding that school closings
are not on the table.

When it comes to fund-
ing for books, the school
system has seen year after
year of deep cuts from law-
makers in Raleigh.

Dr. Bruce Boyles

Cleveland County has
historically budgeted for
about one million dollars a
year for books. In the last
three or four years, the Gen-
eral Assembly has allotted
only about $200,000.
“You

can’t
have
new
books
with
cuts like
this?
Lieie
said.
“We're
not able to buy the latest
(books).”

As administrators scram-
ble to plan a school year
with substantially less
money than was projected
to be available back in the
spring, Boyles said his goal
is to find a way to bring the
number of job cuts to
“710.7

“That’s possible. We’re
working hard to get there,”
Boyles said. “But right now
we have a lot of unknowns
in the equation.”

The amount ofmoney ul-
timately available at the
local level, and the corre-

sponding cuts, will depend
on how state money man-
agers divide and distribute
funds. Cleveland County
Schools officials expect to
learn more about that part of
the process later this week,
Boyles said.

State funding accounts
for about 70 percent of all
county school spending,
schoolofficials said. The re-
maining support comes
from local taxes, which

make up 20 to 25 percent of
the funding, and federalaid,

which comprises about five
to eight percent of local
budgets.
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Letters to the Editor

Continued from page 4A

South's most progressive voting
laws?”

The state legislature on Thursday
passed HB 589 taking away many
of those features that enable us to
vote without hardship and hassle
and, in fact, making registration and
voting more difficult for all of us.

Knowing that voter turnout has
declined in other states putting re-
strictions on voting, | pulled up HB
589 on the Internet to see what
we're facing. Found the following:

N. C. Rep. Tim Moore (R-111) of

Kings Mountain is listed as one of
the four primary sponsors of HB.
589—its parents, so to speak. Rep.
Kelly Hastings (R-110) of Cher-
ryville is listed among its secondary
sponsors.

Between its introduction in April
and passage Thursday, HB 589
metastasized from a short 14-page
six sections to 59 pages and 60 sec-
tions. Going far beyond the bill's
initial focus on requiring voter
po ID (on which reasonable

To the Editor:
Please allow me to say as a “life-

long Democrat” that there is a man
in our good community thatis seek-
ing a seat on our City Council. His
nameis very well established in
‘Kings Mountain, not only as a for-
mer council member, but as a

strong conservative leaderthat can
and will reach across the table, if

you will, to his opposition and will
indeed work with them as-along as
it is by and for the people of Kings
Mountain.

| have gotten to know Jerry Mul-

linax and a great deal of hisideas,
and by golly, he has convinced me
that with his experience, his
courage and knowledge, thatif
given anothercrack at office, he
can and will get Kings Mountain
moving in the direction thatis right
for the 21st C entury.
When you go into the voting

booth on the first Tuesday in No-
vember, 2013, keep in mind where
you want our great city to go, in a

people may disagree), legislators
rushed to throw in everything but
the kitchen sink, as we might say in
Cleveland County. Provisions that
don’t have anything whatsoeverto
do with making sure voters showing
up at the polls are who they say
they are. But that do reverse what
we've done overthe last decade to
keep electionsfair, reduce the influ-
ence of money, and, above all, as-

sure citizens our democracy needs
and valuestheir vote. Republican
legislators including those elected
to represent us joined in the frenzy
and voted for the engorged final
bill.

Today North Carolina is again in
national news and commentaries.
We cringe at the New York Times
parodying ourstate slogan to call us
“North Carolina: First in Voter Sup-
pression.” It hurts that, when you
Google news on the subject, you're
faced with headlines across the
country such as “North Carolina ap-
proves nation’s most restrictive
voter suppression law” and “DOJ
likely to Shelley N. C. voter re-

positive direction, orthesamecod
same old! Former Councilman Mul-
linax is the man for the job, and
will spend every minute working by
and for the good of our greatcity.
Along with his wisdom, experience
and intestinal fortitude, he shall and

will be in there working for the peo-
ple!

- Thank you for your time and
please considerif we need a good
honesty man in office as Jerry Mulli-
nax, give him long and hardconsid-
eration once you decide to cast
your vote, for he is truly a fair and
good gentleman forthe critical job.

G. FE. Courtney
KingsMountain, NC

To the Editor:
Every year | look forward to the

Realto ReelFestival in Kings Moun-
tain. This year wasgreat!

The documentaries are my fa-
vorites. Who would ever guess you

Wednesday, July 31, 2013

 

strictions.” | couldn't get through
all the thousands ofarticles that
came up when | searched “NC leg-

islature voting bill,” but among
those | did there was not one pre-
senting the legislature's action in a
positive light. What must compa-
nies and families considering mov-
ing here think of us now?

As | write this we are waiting to
see if Gov. Pat McCrory will veto
this voter bill as State Attorney Gen-
eral Roy Cooper recommends. | am
not optimistic he will stand up and
say “enough!” but we all need to let
him know what we think.

In the meantime, the legislative

session is over and Reps. Moore
and Hastings are back home. And
we can ask why they're happy with
what they've wrought, when so
many of us are saddened for our tar-
nished state and can’t understand
why they chose to make it harder

for all of us to vote.

Pat Poston
Kings Mountain, NC 28086

could learn so much at a film festi-
val?
My favorite documentary was

“Wicked Silence.” This is about the
forced sterilization sanctioned by
the Eugenics Board of North Car-
olina from the 1920sto the 1970s.

Elaine, Ann and Willis are three

of approximately 8,000 victims of
this forced sterilization. Falsely ac-
cused of feeblemindedness, promis-
cuity and being a burden on
society, they were sterilized without
their knowledge. All were under the
age of 14. For years now they have
been fighting for justice and repara-
tions for the wrong doneto them.
“Wicked Silence”is the story of the
victims’ suffering, but it is also a
story of hope and resilience.

If you didn’t attend any ofthe
film showings you missed a real
treat. | can hardly wait for next
year’s event.

Nell Jenkins
Kings Mountain, NC

WouldyouliketosubmitaLettertotheEditor?
Send the letter, along with your name and phone numberto Lib.kmherald@gmail.com

All letters are subject to editorial review.
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2014 CHAPARRAL
by Coachmen

DEL

328BRES 9672 $52,368
279BHS 9676 $43,220
343RLTS 9545 $53,876

NEW FREEDOM EXPRESS
by Coachmen

   

 

 

   

A FUTURE READER? — This youngster kicks up her heels as
her Mom watches a presentation on the stage of Central
United Methodist Church education building Friday, on the
closing day of the annual Mauney Memorial Library Summer
Reading program. Librarians say this youngster was proba-
bly the youngest in attendance at the Wednesday program.
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: Acupuncture!
: Available with or without needles
. Back Pain ~ Arthritis ~ Headaches

t Complete Chiropractic
8 Dr George Randall » 704-739-7776
2 703 W.: King St. © Kings Mountain, NC

f 4 20 minute stress relief acupuncture sessions for #201

 

# AUCTIONEER'S NO UnitedoyG
been selected to off
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t publicauction ND 3
ICTORIAN In downtown SB

rthe Honorable Melvin Rudisill, the first Mayor of gil
Cherryville, NCin 1890, this true diamond in the roughfeatures over ~§
3.300 squarefeet, 5 bedrooms,2 baths, walk up attic,city water and
sewer. Property is zoned multi-use residential or commercial.

% Please don't miss a wonderful opportunity to purchase this
historic home in Cherryville, NC at public auction at your
price!

| DIRECTIONS: From the downtown intersection
of Main Street and Mountain Street in Cherryville,

~ NC, turn left on South Mountain Street, home Is
immediately on yourleft. See auction sgn.

   

  
    

 

      
   

  

 

ROBERT S, GATES
NCAL 4823

4 pi
ountry:

GatesAuction.com

704.735.1977
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NEW PUMA TRAVEL TRAILERS es.
These rugged built, easy-to-tow travel trailers make your next adventure fun & carefree. Puma offers you many floor plan
choices including the largest selection of bunk models in the industry, the majority being 1/2 ton towable!

  
  

    246RKS 9225
192RBS 9228
29SE 9229

‘|21TQX 9233
312BHDSL 9243

$26,750
$30,596
$28,381
$41,544

NEW SPORTSMEN
by K-Z

  

  
 

 

   

    

 

 

 

PUMA 31BHSS
CAN Onl CAMPERasirmsrrssnaiirn

La 2013 CANYON CAT 12RBC ........
2013 PUMA 31DBSS ...
2013 PUMA 17FQC
2013 PUMA 14TFC
2013 PUMA 295BHSS .
2013 PUMA 30FBSS ...
2013 PUMA 30RKS
2013 PUMA 31RDSS ... 4
2013 PUMA 39PTD ......ovovvnsee

MSRP $30,999

  BRE o7 0523

NEW PUMA
UNLEASHED Z 2/44

{ 25TFS
# MSRP $30,733 |

  

281BHS 9092 $30,706
| {281RLSS 9339 $28,305

*Payments Based on 20% Down, 5.99%

plus T.T.L & Doc Fee. WAC.
Actual Units May Vary From Pictures.

Not responsible for typos.

| 351THSS
i MSRP $39,939
  
  

   

| 3560LB
| MSRP $40,861    

  

 
 

 

‘Monday-Friday 9am-6pm . SaturdaySam.Spm fot

OPEN SUNDAYS 12pm-5pm - EXIT 8 @ I-85
28935   
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