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Josh Tucker

Pastor

St. Matthew's

Lutheran Church

. So if anyone is in Christ,

there is a new creation: every-
thingold has passed away;see,
everything has become new! 2
Corinthians 5:17

| love the smell of a new car.

With Christ, all is new
The cleanliness of the interior:

the shine of the dash, the clean

upholstery and the stain-free
carpets all attribute to the new
car smell. The smell of a new

car lasts for a while but as one

settles into the car and makesit

their own, it takes on the per-
sonal attributes of the owner. In
his second letter to the church
in Corinth, Paul writes about a
newnessthat | think is impor-
tant for us to remember each
and every day.

For anyone who is “in
Christ,” as the apostle Paul
writes, there is newness. Being

in Christ brings about some-
thing new in our lives, a new-
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ness that makes life more com-

plete and worthwhile. For Paul,
to be in Christ means that Jesus

is at the forefront of our faith;

that we put our hope and trust
in him; and that he is our Lord

and savior in whom we’ model

our life. The newness that

comes as a result ofthis rela-

tionship is in the form of an
everlasting covenantthat God
established with us through the
life, death and resurrection of

his only son Jesus. This new

covenant brings grace, forgive-
ness and salvation to us all. A.

relationship with Christ makes
us new!
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Today marks the anniversary
of what began the protestant
reformation. On October 31,
1517 Martin Luther nailed his
ninety-fivethesesto the church
doors in Wittenberg, Germany.
His theses called for a reform of
the currentstate of the church
and thus began a period of
change and re-forming. The ref-
ormation was a time when the
church experienced being
made new in Christ. In the

. yearsfollowing the reformation,
the church has experienced the
newness of Christ as we are al-

~ ways called to be made new.
The church, we, are always
being made new in Christ.

This is evident in the sacra-
ment of holy baptism as ‘one is
washed in the waters and
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marked with the cross of Christ
forever. By water and God's
word, we are made new in

Christ.
In baptism, God names us
and claims usas his children
and we are saved from the cap-
tivity sin and evil once had
over us. We are given a new
hopein life eternal with our
God.

Martin Luther said that every
time you wash yourface, you
should makethe sign ofthe
cross on your forehead and re-
member your baptism. In bap-
tism, we are always being
made new andthis is a new car
smell that never wearsoff.

Thanks be to Godfor the
newness we receive in Christ!
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Notice: In order to accommodate the number of churches in our communities,

we will print two alternating lists of churches each week. If you don’t see
the church you're looking for, be sure to check next week.
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CHEROKEE GRILL

Specials!
7 Days a Week!

106.739.1292 - Open daily at I
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Griffin
Drug Center

“Serving Kings Mountain Since 1818”

Friendly Hometown Service

*Free City-Wide Delivery*

704-739-4721
129 Mountain St.,

Kings Mountain

| 502 York Rd., Kings Mtn.

C&CHeating &
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Bobby Childers - Owner ,

NC License #9507
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Shelby, North Carolina
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BRADLEY INSURANCE
SERVICES, INC.

® Incoming Planning Strategies
o Life Insurance ® Long Term Care

® Annuities ® Disability Income

Keith Bradley, Owner

704.739.4182 bradleyinsurance@att.net

Asset Preservation © Wealth Management

Gr 219 S. BattlegroundAve., Kings Mountain | 
We support our
local churches.
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arnoldsjewelry.com  
 

CGA.
Christian G. Anderson, MD, PA

Board Certified in Intemal Medicine

Internal Medicine and Primary Care

Kings Mountain, NC 28086

Phone: AM-734-0576
Fax: 704-730-1712 502 West King Street |

Suite 100 |

E-Mail: ANDERSONCG@AOLCOM |   Amity

Finance
(704)

739-1311  |[FUNERAL| 
The Staff of

HARRIS

HOME
108 8. Piedmont Ave.,

Kings Mountain

704-739-2591   


