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Forum an opportunity to voice concerns
Publicforum on schools setfor June 23
mm ELIZABETH STEWART
8  lib.kmherald@gmail.com

 

A public forum to listen to con-
cerns ofthe public in the wake of
the superintendent search will be
held Monday night at 7 p.m. at
Landmark Baptist Church Family
Life Center, 1724 E. Dixon Blvd.,

US 74 West.
Board of Education Prete

Danny Blanton suggested at a re-
cent work session of the school
board that the board host a
forum/town hall meeting before
July 1 when the new superintend-
ent takes office. His idea was
voted down 6-2 on motions made

Relay for Life is

all day Saturday
DAVE BLANTON
dave.kmherald@gmail.com

Organizers, survivors and other
fundraisers are putting the finish-
ing touches on Saturday’s Relay
for Life daylong event, which last
year pulled in more than $10,000
in a single 24-hour period.

The 16th annual cancer aware-
ness and fundraiser at the Kings
Mountain walking track will fea-
ture live music, trivia, campsite
awards, a luminaria display and
plenty of good food and fun
games.

Running from 10 a.m. to 10
p-m., Kings Mountain’s Relay for
Life features several specially
themed laps, including “Aloha!,”
“Mardi Gras” and “Color My
World.” The celebrated Survivors
Lap is at 6 p.m.
A team representing Boyce Me-

morial ARP Church joins dozens
of teams this year who have used
so much of their free time to raise
money.

The ARP church team, whose
theme is “Fishing for a Cure,” has

raised funds through a silent auc-
tion, an April bake sale and by so-
liciting donations for Relay for
Life luminaria, which will be on
display Friday night. They’ve
raised more than $1,400 so far.
Come Friday night, they’ll be rais-
ing more money through the sale
of Chex Party Mix, Gummi
Worms and custom-made “Fishing
for a Cure” T-shirts.

“We’ve had a lot of cancer sur-
vivors in our church,” ARP team
member Tammy Gelot said,
adding that she expects 20 to 25

participants to be in attendance
Friday representing the church’s
team. “And that’s part of the rea-
son we’re so involved.”
ARP team member Jane Talbert

is herself twice a cancer survivor.
Doctors diagnosed her in 2000

... FINISH
(&THE
FIGHT

with breast cancer. She battled
back withrounds ofchemotherapy
and radiation. Then in 2007, the

cancer resurfaced and Talbert
along with doctors and her family
again faced down the often deadly
disease that is second behind heart
disease of ailments that kill
women in the United States.

Organizers are expecting
dozens of teams for this year’s
Relay for Life, which draws sev-
eral thousand cancer survivors,
family members and health-care
professionals. Stormy weather led
to the cancellation of the event’s
original May 10 date.
A look at some of the teams

participating and some ofthe high-
lights from Saturday’s schedule:
A sack race (12:30 p.m.), a

scavenger hunt (1:30 p.m.) and a
trivia contest (2:30 p.m.) hosted by
DJ Skye are just a few of the fun
activities planned for the after-
noon.

Womanless Beauty Pageant, an
always outrageous drag show that
will crown this year’s winner
“MISSter Relay,” is scheduled for
6:30 at the main stage.

The Southern Experience Band
is set to play at 7:30 p.m.

Get ready to boogie at 10 p.m.,
when a dance party with DJ Skye
takes center stage.
A look at some ofthe fun things

to eat and drink at 2014s Reloy for
Life:

Dixon Presbyterian Youth will
beselling nachos and drinks.

See RELAY FOR LIFE, 2A

Rain, hail cause damage
A severe thunderstorm and

marble-size hail flattened gardens
and corn fields on Bell Road in the
Oak Grove community Tuesday. .

“I have never seen such hail,"
said Becky Bell Bowen, 732 Bell
Road. She said gardens and fields
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of corn were damaged at five resi-
dences and the storm snapped sev-
eral small trees.

Tornado-like winds blew the
tops offtwo building at G.W. Bell
Dairy and took down a big tree.
Gretchen Bell said that calves in
one ofthe dairy buildings were not
hurt. She said no cattle were in-
jured in the storm which ripped
through one section of Oak Grove

~ as it hit Cleveland County about 5
p.m. Tuesday afternoon.

Mayor Rick Murphrey said
there were no reports of power

outages or storm damage in Kings
Mountain.

  

by Blanton and Donnie Thurman
Jr. Several board members said
they did not object to a forum but
there was not enough time before
July 1 to plan and structureit.

“This is very much needed,"
said Blanton, who moved forward
with a parent to host his own.

The town hall meeting is for

 

“1 current and re-

| tired Cleve-
{land County
| Schools teach-

ers and admin-
istrators, along
with parents,

{ students and
the general
public to voice
their concerns

and “praises” ofthe schools.

Blanton

Yvette Grant will take the min-
utes and present a written report to
the full school board and superin-
tendent.

Blanton said that those inter-
ested in speaking will sign-in and
are asked to keep comments to
three minutes. He said if the meet-
ing becomes lengthy another meet-
ing will be scheduled to allow
everyone full opportunity to speak.

See FORUM, 5A

 
SUMMER FUN - Kids dip their toes into summer at the Patriols Park Splash Pad Friday morning as part of an
outing of Children’s First Day Care. “This is an everyday thing,” said Renee Odems, who owns the day care.
“They love it.” Odems said she takes her young charges to the Bessemer City pool twice a week and to the
movies once a week.

 

KM soldier took POW's place in unit
ELIZABETH STEWART

lib.kmherald@gmail.com

Will America's only prisoner of
the Afghan War be viewed as a
hero or deserter?

Despite Army Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl's release on May 31 in
exchange forfive Taliban prisoners
from the U.S. Military prison at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, questions
still remain.

Bergdahl had been held pris-
oner longer than any U.S. soldier
since the Vietnam War.
A Pentagon investigation con-

cluded in 2010 that he walked

away from his unit.
Kings Mountain soldier Daniel

Ruff, assigned to take his place,
and other men from his unit have
taken to the airwaves and social
media calling him a deserter and

 

Daniel Ruff
U.S. Army Specialist E4

alleging that six other soldiers
were actually killed looking for
him.

A guest column by Specialist
E4 Ruff is on The Herald's opinion
page (3A) this week.

Ruff wasin Iraq with the 82nd
Airborne when he learned that Sgt.
Bergdahl walked away from his
unit in Afghanistan. After
Bergdahl's unit completed its tour
they returned to Alaska without
him. Daniel completed his Iraq
tour and returned to Fort Bragg.

When Daniel arrived in Alaska he
was surprised to learn that he was
replacing Bergdahl. He was issued
Bergdahl's weapon and equipment.

“The words the soldiers in my
unit used about Bergdahl's deser-
tion can't be printed but they were
upset," said Ruff, adding, they
were also upsetthey were required
to sign a gag order.

See RUFF, 5A

Library and partners jump
into summer of reading, fun

DAVE BLANTON
dave.kmherald@gmail.com

Apuppet show about electricity,
a reading and nature walk and a
visit from the mayor kicked off
Mauney Memorial Library’s Sum-
mer Reading program Friday.

Hundreds ofchildren and adults
turned up to usher in the summer,
which the library intends to pump
up with science, poolside movies
and of course books and story-
telling. Children’s Librarian

Christy Conner said the library
staff has worked hard to make this
year’s summer reading program,
themed FIZZ, BOOM, READ!,
one to remember.

“We know that when they go
back to schoolin the fall they’re
ready to learn,” she said at Friday’s
kickoff, held at Central United
Methodist Church downtown. By
Friday, morethan 1,000 adults and
children hadregistered for the pro-
gram, which runs through July 23.
She encouraged children and

adults to take the Story Walk at the
Gateway Trail, which had its first
walk Friday afternoon. There, chil-
dren can read parts of the same
book as they make their way along
the popular trail south of down-
town on Battleground Ave. The
trail book is updated every week.

“It’s a great way to blend to-
gether nature, literacy and exer-
cise,” Conner said. Even Kings
Mountain Mayor Rick Murphrey

See LIBRARY, 5A

 

   
  

Creating Dazzling Smiles that Brighten YourLife
Preventative, Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry

To schedule an appointment contact Baker Dental Care today! Call 704-739-4461

703 E. Kings St., Suite 9, Kings Mountain * www.BakerDentalCare.com

Now
Open on
Fridays!   

 

  


