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Teaching the 18th century way of life

dave.kmherald@gmail.com

Visitors to the city’s Rev-
olutionary 4th could easily
take a step back in time Fri-
day and Saturday by walk-
ing a few feet.

There, on what is nor-
mally a child’s baseball
field, they could see pottery
made and mingle with men
and women who

“What we wear is not a
costume — it’s clothing,” said
Weiss, who serves as the
group’s chaplain, referring
to the layers of loose-fitting
linen and tough leather shoes
that may seem cumbersome
to the modern American.

This July 4th was Weiss’
fifth trip to Kings Moun-
tain’s annual event. Next
week, he’ll journey to Brat-

tonsville, S.C., for
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Highland Emi-
grants historical reenactment
group could be seen living in
simple tents and keeping
campfires going.

The curious could take in
a cannon-firing demonstra-
tion and learn the ins and
outs of ancient muskets. A
few wares were also for sale,
including Moravian sugar
cookies, gingerbread and
goat’s milk cheese.

Regiment member Timo-
thy Weiss spends several
weeks on the road every
year, setting up camp at his-
torical festivals and national
historic sites in order to
teach audiences about what
it was like to live and sur-
vive in America in the 18th

century.

Hiddenite, N.C.

Weiss resides in
Statesville and says when
he’s not traveling with the
regiment he’s very active
with the nearby Fort Dobbs
State Historic Site, which
provides a window into the
tumultuous period of history
known as the French and In-
dian War, or Seven Years
War, which took place in
1754 and 1763.

“We try to be as authentic
as possible,” said Sally
Spatz, a member of the
group.

Another member, who
would later portray Major
Patrick Ferguson in a short
Battle of Kings Mountain
skit set near the walking
track, gave a lecture in the
afternoon on the physics on

Members of the 84th Royal Highland Emigrants demonstrate
cannon firing at Friday’s Revolutionary 4th.

cannonballs and the horrible
injuries they can cause to
their victims. Those not
killed immediately by the
heavy projectiles, would
likely die a slow and painful
death from sepsis or gan-
grene.

“You’d rather be killed
outright or not hit at all than
be injured by this kind of
weapon,” said Vincett.

City’s intern learning the ropes
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For every big event in
town — from the Over the
Mountain  Triathlon to
BeachBlast, the Revolution-
ary 4th and the Christmas
Parade — there’s a small core
of folks responsible for the
complex planning that
makes them a success: hir-
ing bands, rounding up vol-
unteers and coordinating
with other departments like
the police and maintenance
Crews.

Haley Wilson joined that
dedicated group in early
June as an intern with the
Special Events Department
of the City of Kings Moun-
tain -and all summer has
been a vital part of the team
that makes such events run
smoothly in the town.

She’s been working
closely with Ellis Noell, the
city’s Director of Public Re-
lations/Special Events,
who’s charged with coordi-
nating every public event
hosted by the city. “I’m his
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Raleigh, where she attended
college. But at her internship
under Noell, she says she’s
gotten more practical expe-
rience than ever.

What has she learned
during her time so far in his-
toric Kings Mountain?

“Planning is very impor-
tant — having a plan B — and
C and D,” she said, noting
that she and Noell are con-
stantly thinking of contin-
gencies.

The summer internship
has also given her a valuable
look into the workings of a
city government. She’s at-
tended City Council meet-
ings, planning  board
meetings and utilities serv-

its residents.

“I’ve gained a lot of re-
spect for city government
and all those who work in

Wilson said. “So many peo-
ple care about the little
things here.”

Outside of event plan-
ning and tourism develop-
ment, Haley has a passion
for travel. In 2009, she went
on a European tour that took
her to Paris, which she de-
scribed as her favorite city in
the world, and the English
countryside. She’s always
visited Los Angeles and
southern California, the
home of two of her other fa-
vorite hobbies— movies and
television.

Looking ahead to the rest
of her internship, Wilson
says she’s assisting Noell
and other city officials with
Saturday’s dedication of
Mayor Rick Murphrey Chil-
dren’s Park, which was built
in 2001 and is located next
to the YMCA on York Road.
After that, it’s the annual
Beach Blast at Patriots Park
in downtown, which will be
a day of live music, barbe-
cue contests and other fun
and games.

Wilson has also been

the mayor design and plan
for an addition to the chil-
dren park down the road that
will aim to reach children
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Certainly, those were dif-
ferent times, with a scarcity
of amenities.

“Of all the things I"d miss
most would be artificial re-
frigeration,” Weiss said, in
talking about how everyday
life was tougher in the Rev-
olutionary Period.

The regiment’s top com-
mander, Rob Lewis, who
lives nearby in Gaston
County, said his organization
works hard to preserve the
past and to pass on what they
learn through their own ex-
periences.

“We’re considered liv-
ing-history teachers,” he
said, adding that the histori-
cal group is compensated by
donations that help further
its reach.
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Matt Vincett gives a lecture on the use of cannon balls during
the Revolutionary period at the 84th Royal Highland Emi-
grants encampment in Jake Early Park.
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Lillie Bolin, daughter of Tracy and Kim Bolin and Landyn Howell, daughter of Brandon and
Stacy Howell celebrated July 4th by offering lemonade on the hot summer day to anyone

thirsty trying to beat the heat.
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