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Itis no longer I who live, but it is Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in

the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. I
do not nullify the grace of God; for ifjus-
tification comes through the law, then

Christ died for nothing. (Galatians 2:20-21)

Grace to you and peace from God our
Father, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I used to think that if T were a success-
ful businessman I would have everything I
wanted in life. In my understanding, being

successful in my career equated to happi-

ness throughoutall facets of mylife. I was
motivated by my work, with the hope that
my success in the workplace would allow

me to purchase the things I wanted which
in turn would make me happy. It’s what our
society labels as “the American dream”

and it motivated me. 2
Have you ever thought about what mo-

tivates you to be a disciple of Jesus; a fol-

lower of Christ; a believer of God? What

draws you into the faith? What provides
you the inspiration to continue day after

day to model yourlife after Jesus’ example
in the Scriptures; to make a difference in
the lives of others by extending the mes-
sage of God’s never-ending love for his

children? The American culture provides
for us many thingsthat act as motivators in
ourlives: money, power, prestige, posses-

sions and social status. These things and
others motivate us to work harder, to do

more and to further participate in various
things in order to get ahead in society or in

order to scratch a particular itch in our
lives.

In this passage from Paul’sletterto the
Galatian church, he speaks of that which
motivated him to share the message of the

gospel with others. “It is no longer I who
live, but Christ who lives in me,” Paul

writes as he conveys the inspiring force be-
hind his ministry. For Paul, Christ’s pres-

ence within him motivated him to tell
others about Jesus. It is because ofhis faith

in Jesus and because Jesus gave himself
through his life, death and resurrection that
Paul continued to follow him. Paul’s moti-

vation stemmed from his faith in Jesus and
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his understanding p
that Jesus died for
his sake and that be-
cause of his death, he |

gives us life eternal.

This is what moti-
vated Paul to be-
come a believer and
a follower of
Christ.

I fear the church
today has lost some
of the motivating

factors thatstir up in us the will to continue
in the faith. The church has lost some of its
inspiration for doing ministry as it becomes
more difficult, more time consuming and

requires much more effort. We must cling
to the motivation that is our faith and that
is salvation so that we are never absent
from the will to follow Christ. For itis by
his love for us that wean even experience
the joys and the fruits of our ministry in the
first place. Let us hold fast to the motiva-
tion that is Christ’s love for us this day.
Amen.
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Second Baptist homecoming
Homecoming Sunday Second Baptist Church, 120 Lin-

wood Road, will celebrate Homecoming Sunday, Sept. 21

at a special service at 11 a.m. led by Rev. Joe Riley, pastor

ofAllen Memorial Baptist Church. Everyoneis invited with

a special invitation to past members and their families and

to any seeking a church home. A covered dish meal will be

served after the service. “Take a dish ifyou are able but plan

to have the meal and fellowship with us," said Rev. James
Lochridge Jr., pastor.

Midview Baptist homecoming
Homecoming at Midview Homecoming Day is Sunday,

Sept. 21, at Midview Baptist Church on Margrace Road.

Rev. Robbie Stinson will speak at the 10 a.m. Worship hour

and Debra Perry and Jaidyn's Call will present special music

beginning at 11 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

Harvest Baptist homecoming
Homecoming at Harvest Baptist Harvest Baptist Church,

Ware Road, will celebrate Homecoming Day Sunday,

Sept. 21 with Sunday Schoolat 10 a.m. and special music

by Truly Blessed at 11 a.m. Everyone is welcome.
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we will print two alternating lists of churches each week. If you don't see

the church you're looking for, be sure to check next week.
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