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According to Sheriff
Alan Norman “This time
of yearattracts more shop-

ping-related criminal ac-
tivity because of the larger

crowds and the extended
store hours. These factors
and the usual distraction
of shopping, creaes a more
favorable environment for
petty thieves and other of-
fenders.

The Sheriff reminds all
Cleveland County residents
to follow these safety tips:

Shopping Safety:
» A single shopper is the

best target for theft. Al-

ways shop with a friend or
relative.

» When going shopping,
tell someone where you
are going and what time to
expect you to return. Also,

make sure they know what
you are wearing, as well as
the type of vehicle you are
driving.

» Shop during daylight
hours. If you shop at night,
park your vehicle in a well-

lit area.
» Dress casually and

comfortably and avoid

 

wearing expensive jewelry.
If carrying cash, keep it in
your front pocket rather
than in a purse or wallet.
This makes it much more
difficult for a pick-pocket to
remove. Also store car keys
in a pants or jacket pocket.
If your purse is stolen, you
will still be able to drive

home.
e Pay careful attention

to your surroundings and
avoid overloading yourself
with packages. It is import-
ant to have clear visibility
and freedom of motion to

avoid mishaps.
« When returning to your

vehicle, check around it and
in the back seat. Be aware
of strangers approaching
you for any reason. Have

your car keys in your hand
to avoid spending unneces-
sary time unprotected from
the security ofyour vehicle.

« If you feel uneasy re-
turning to your vehicle

alone, find a security guard
and ask them to walk you to
yourcar.

According to Sheriff
Norman, “during this time
of year, busy holiday shop-
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pers become careless and
vulnerable to other crimes
as well. Credit card fraud
and gift card fraud are on
the rise. However, taking
a few preventive measures
can help.”

Credit Card Fraud:
* Keep a close watch on

your credit card every time

you use it, and make sure
you get it back as
quickly as possible.

* Never write your PIN
number on your credit card.

Neverleave yourcredit
cards or receipts lying
around.

e Shield your credit
card number so that others
around you can’t copy it or
capture it on a mobile tele-
phone or other camera.

* Only carry credit cards
that you absolutely need.

¢ Shred anything with
your credit card number
written on it.

» If you’re planning to
purchase online, make sure
the web page where you
enter your credit card in-
formation is secure through
SSL (Secure Socket Layer).

You cantell if the web page
is secure by looking for the
gold lock or key icon at
the bottom corner of your
browser window.

» If you’re not comfort-
able submitting your infor-
mation through the internet,
call the seller and give them
your information over the
telephone. Never send your

credit card information via
email.

» Check the company
out. Only do business with
companies that provide a

physical address and telé-
phone number.

» Keep good records. Al-
ways print out a copy ofany
online Keep good records.
Always print out a copy of
any online products or ser-
vices you purchase.

Gift Card Fraud:
» Never buy gift cards

from online auction sites.
This 1s a large source ofgift
card fraud. Many ofthe gift
cards are stolen, counterfeit
or used.

* Only buy gift cards di-
rectly fromthe store issuing
the gift card or from a se-
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cure retailer’s website.
* Don’t buy gift cards off

of publicly displayed racks
in retail stores. Only pur-
chase gift cards at the sales
terminal from the cashier.

» Always carefully ex-
amine both the front and
back of a gift card before
you buy it. If you see a PIN
number, ask for a different
card. If the card looks like
it has been tampered with in
any way, put it back.

+ Always ask the store
cashier to scan the gift card
in front of you. This will
guarantee that your cardis
valid when you buy it and
that it reflects the balance
you placed on it.

» Always keep your re-
ceipt as a proof of purchase
as long as there is money
stored onthe gift card.

» If possible, register
your gift card at the store’s
website.

» Never give your Social
Security number, date of
birth or any other unneeded
private information when
purchasing a gift card. No
reputable company will ask
for this information.

A handy reference for Kings Mountain area residents

Be a savvy

shopper this
holiday season

Avoid common problems

With the hustle and bus-
tle of the holiday season
upon us, Attorney General
Roy Cooper offers the fol-
lowing tips to help consum-
ers avoid common shopping
problems that come up
around this time ofyear.

“Giving gifts to others is
a huge part of holiday fra-
ditions for many families,”
Cooper said. “By taking
time to make smart deci-
sions you can avoid the un-
necessary stress of holiday
shopping mishaps.”

Buy from stores you
know. This will improve
the odds that you’ll be
able to return or exchange
a purchase. To check out
a company’s track record,
call the Attorney General’s
Consumer Protection Divi-
sionat 1-877-5-NO-SCAM
or contact your local Better
Business Bureau.

Shop safely online, too.
Stick to well-established
companies with secure web
sites (look for a lock icon on
the site and a web address
that starts with “https”). Get
the company’s street ad-
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 Central Barber Shop

Phillip Mosier
#0.522.0077

 
Kevin Melton

701418.1738

 

| “Barbering at its best!”
219-3 S. Battleground Ave, Kings Mountain

Mon 3-7pm © Tues-Fri 8am-5pm © Sat 8am-12pm  

J&B Automotive
Minor Repairs « Brake Repairs ® A/C Timing Belts

N.C. State Inspections

 —
1516 N. Cansler St.

Kings Mountain

Jamie Carrigan

704-739-5116  

 

{9 Gaston Counties

Gustin Watts
704-600-8350
Licensed & Tnoorned
FREE ESTIMATES

justintimeplumbingl.com
justintimeplumbing1@gmail.com

*ASK ABOUT TANKLESS WATER HEATERS*

0, : s BRADLEY RONALD
Just In Time ELLIS HAWKINS
Plumbing Realtor® Realtor®

Commercial &Residential 704.473.8745 C 704.472.3605 C
Serving Cleveland 704.739.7601 F 704.739.7601 F

bradley.ellis@coldwellbanker.com

ronald.hawkins@coldwellbanker.com

COLDWELL
BANKER O

MOUNTAIN VIEW

REAL ESTATE

303 S. Battleground Ave., Kings Mountain
www.kingsmtnhomes.com
 

 

216 Reliable Auto Parts
High quality used & newparts

704.435.1254

M-F 8-5 ¢ Sat 9-2

Hwy 216/2200 County Line Rd.

Kings Mountain

We pay cash for wrecked & junk cars & trucks!

SMOKE SHOP
112 York Rd \

Kings Mountain, NC 28086 5

Telephone:(704) 750-6005 is

 

cigarettes, economy cigarettes

& roll your own cigarette products.

D © All Accessories at Affordable Prices ©

Hours: Monday-Friday 8a-8p

Saturday 10a-8p ° Closed Sunday

 

 

 

 

A Family Tradition Since 1957 ;

All Types of Cemetery Work

Bronze - Granite + Marble

1113 Polkville Rd. (Hwy 226 N.)
Display/Sales Office

www.riverhillmonuments.com Locally Owned & Operated by Ron & Cathy Ledbetter

704-481-1198

 
  
  
   

 

HACS
400 Linwood Rd

2027 Shelby Rd.
Kings Mountain

4 704.739.6999
Damage Free Light, Medium & Heavy Towing & Recovery

 

Cavney-Byus Agency

Your hometown insurance agency!

Life « Auto ¢ Home

Commercial e Financial

210 E. King St., Kings Mountain

704.739.3953

Nationwide’
Insurance

  

  
Tim Moore

Attorney at Law
www.timmoorelaw.com

704.739.1221

305 E. King Street

Kings Mountain

Tim@TimMoorel.aw.com   
Complete
Chtic
&Acupuncture
 

George W. Randall, D.C.

703 W. King St.
Kings Mountain

704.739.7776

   

  

 

oDESD
SWFARM

Goodness Grows in North Carolina
Jason Rhodes

704.734.0420

1811 Shelby Rd., Kings Mountain
Open: M-F 10-6:30 « Sat 10-5:30
 

 

HOUND'S GATEWAYw
CAMPGROUND 4.
114 Raven Circle (704)a.
below Timms Furniture

(allincluded)$5.00
«Fishing (catch & release) $10.

« Grill & Gameroom »PartiesAvail.

«Umbrellas &Chairs Avail. NoCharge

Camping not required

Camping °25.00 nightly ;

«Zip Line $5.00«PaddleBoats*5.00

«Mini Pool, Playground,SplashPad

oe |

  

      

Health and Wellness Dining

with a Gentle Moon Twist

   

 

STLE A o Smoothies
& ¢ o Juices

e Herbal Teas

Call or Fax

CAFE Phdne: 704-750-8112
Fax: 704-760-6223

tours Non - Thurs 10a080m  503t/emooncafe.com
Friday/Saturday 10am-7pm

126 W. Gold St, Kings Mountain, NC 28086

1011 Grove St.

Shelby

704.600.6182
(behind KFC/Golden Corral)

Open daiyat Ham

Pizza Buffet ® Take-Out

Create Your Own Pizza

Toasted Subs ® Pasta

Gluten Free Pizza Available!

 

 
Quality Inkjet and Toner

We refill inkjet & toner cartridges

Refills starting
as low as $8.49! OFF |

704.750.3422 | any in-house |
WR ag Sr i ER
Kings Mountain : a]Rev re sree ro free or st ams

Your Hometown Office Supply Store   
 

Auto Parts U Pull
& Scrap Metal of Shelby

Come Pull Your Own Parts!

We buy copper, aluminum, aluminum cans,

cars, steel, cast iron, tin, and brass

U Pull Hours: M-F 8-5 « Sat 9-5 » Sun 10-5

Scrap Metal Hours: M-F 8-5 ¢ Sat 9-2

1025 County Home Rd., Shelby
704-482-4888   

Does your dog need a vacation too?
Dog Boarding ® Doggy Wash

159 Sellars Rd.
Kings Mountain
Off Hwy. 216, between

Kings Mtn. & Cherryville,

next to Midway Lakes Il

734.1020
Doug & Kathy

Toomey

www.parkyourbarklic.com

kvathome @hotmall.com

We don't lock the door & leave at night - we live on the
property so your dog has round the clock carel

 

 Sciom & Sou
Paint & Body Shop

Philip Scism Charles Scism

2027 Shelby Rd., Kings Mountain

704.730.0050
Senuing you since 1997/   
 

 

Want to see your businesslisted here?

cl rk 730748
The Kings Mountain Herald

is not responsible for errors in an

advertisement if not corrected by the first -

week after the ad appears.    
 


