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| © Carpenter credits ‘teamwork’
for many high school feats

 

 

 

DAVEBLANTON

 

One could probably
make the case that Erica

Carpenter is the busiest kid

in town.

She sings (Kings

Revue), she acts (major
parts in KMLT productions

of “Liberty Mountain” and

“Mary Poppins”) and she
literally runs all over the

place (that would be cross
country, indoor track and

track and field throughout
high school).

That’s not to mention

the numerous mission trips
she’s made with members

of her church to Greens-

boro, New York City,

New Jersey and Jamaica

and the fact that she’s a

Cleveland County Youth

Commissioner, and is cur-

rently serving as Teen Miss

Cleveland County and Gas-

ton County.

Carpenter is an honor

student who is a member

of the Beta Club, The Na-

tional Honor Society , Am-

bassador Club, the Drama

Club, the International

Thespian Society and Fel-

lowship of Christian Ath-

letes. She’s also a five-time

winner of a Daughters of

the American Revolution

essay writing contest.

But if all that activity

dave.kmherald@gmail.com

might lead folks to think

she’s simply too busy to

also be a popular student at

the high school, they’d be

wrong about that. To wit,

.Carpenter managed to get

elected class president of
her sophomore, junior and

senior classes.
“Track, school, ‘Mary

Poppins’ complete
chaos,” she says with a

spontaneous laugh and

quick smile when she

dropped by The Herald for

a chat before graduation,

conceding that her sched-

ule can be a bit much at

times.

“People see me as a

leader,” she said. “They

say ‘Erica can do it -- she’s

got it under control.” But

the fact is you’ve got peo-

ple helping you. It’s team-

work and I definitely have

support.”

As senior class presi-

dent, Carpenter is tasked

with presenting her fellow
classmates at KMHS’ grad-

uation Saturday, June 6.

“In a nutshell, my mes-

sage to those graduating is

what we must learn from

what we’ve done, take

something positive away

from the high school expe-

rience. Then I’m going to

wish everyone good. luck
and find a (memorable)

way to say farewell.” :

Carpenter isn’t the only

     
Erica Carpenteris the 2015 senior class president. She says
she’ll advise her fellow seniors on graduation day to take
something positive from their high school experiences.

one in her family who’s had

to prepare for a big gradu-
ation-themed address. Her

father, Scott Carpenter,

who is pastor at Temple

Baptist in Kings Mountain,

delivered the baccalaureate

address to seniors and their

family on Sunday. And

Carpenter himself was his

senior class president at

KMHS when he graduated

from the school in 1976.

So, where does young

Erica get the energy?

“Good genetics maybe,”

says dad with hearty laugh.

“Seriously, she is hard to

keep up with at times for
my wife (Linda) and I.”

If there’s one thing
you learn when talking

to Carpenter it’s that she

genuinely loves Kings

Mountain, its history, its

pace and its people. That

devotion to her hometown

is part of the reason that

when it comes time for

many to ship off to colleges

in Boone, Chapel Hill,

Greensboro or destinations

out ofstate, she’s keeping

it local with plansto attend

Cleveland Community

College.

 

She thinks she’ll study

there for a year or two,

picking up credits toward

an eventual program in

dental hygiene. Later on,

she plans to attend Cen-
tral Piedmont Community
College in Charlotte to get

her formal dental hygiene

training and licensure.

“I love teeth!” she
chirps brightly.

But don’t think that as

Carpenter ascends past

the teenage years that’s
she dropping some of the

fun stuff that’s consumed

so much of her time in
school. Since she was very

young, she’s been involved

in drama, with many roles

in the Children’s Theater
at Shelby High School,
including “Big Bad Musi-
cal, “101 Dalmations,” and

“Winnie the Pooh.”
“I have to get my sing-

ing and theater out of me

somehow,” she said, add-

ing that herinterest in ‘local

theaterproductions will re-

main high. “I might try out

for Little Theater of Gas-

tonia productions. There is

supposed to be one about

the life of Johnny Cash,
and I might try out for the

part ofhis wife, June.” She

also said she’s also got her

eye on a Kings Mountain

Little Theatre play called
“Born Yesterday.”

  
Erica Carpenter and her father Scott.

 

 

Graduation ceremony

survival tips
School commencement

ceremonies are right around
the corner, meaning thousands

ofstudents and assorted friends
and family members will par-
ticipate in celebrations littered
with life-affirming speeches
and the distribution of well-
earned diplomas.

Graduation can certainly be
a momentous event that is re-
membered for years to come.
But some ceremonies are re-
membered for all the wrong
reasons. Lengthy run-times and
uncomfortable conditions can
turn commencement celebra-
tions into exercises in survival.
Nerves may run high, and bore-
dom may set in. But there are
ways to make the best of the
situation. :

* Get adequate rest before
the ceremony. Soon-to-be
graduates should go to bed
early the night before the cer-
emony in preparation for their
big day. Some commencement
ceremonies begin early in the
morning, and feeling rushed or
exhausted from a poor night's
rest can only compound nerves
and anxiety. Graduation eve
should be a low-key night
when grads and their friends
and family enjoy a quiet meal
and some time to reflect on the
last severalyears.

* Dress accordingly. Grads
should watch the weather re-
port and dress for the weather
under the gown. Many schools
opt to hold the preceedings out-
doors because the open space
can accommodate more people.
This subjects participants to the
weather, whether that means

blazing sun or wet and rainy
conditions. Be sure to dress
comfortably. Ifthe ceremony is
indoors, realize it may be hotter
than normal in the auditorium
or they may havethe air condi-
tioning turned up to overcom-
pensate. Dressing in layersis
may be yourbest option.

* Leave young kids at
home. Graduation ceremo-
nies can last for several hours,

during which the audience is
expected to remain quiet and
attentive. Such expectations
may prove challenging to
youngsters. Encourage family
members to keep young chil-
dren at home; they can always
enjoy the post-ceremony party
later on.

* Protect your skin when
attending outdoor ceremo-
nies. Even if the meteorologist
warns of thunderstorms,play it
safe and coat yourself in sun-
screen. This will protect your
skin if you're sitting out in the
sun and afterward when stand-
ing outside as well-meaning
family members insist on tak-
ing photos on campus.

* Eat before the ceremony
and stay hydrated. Don't skip
breakfast on graduation morn-
ing. Eat a hearty mealthat will
hold you over until after the
commencement. Make sure to
stay hydrated and bring a bottle
of water with you to the cere-
mony.

A graduation ceremony is
a special event, but one that
can be lengthy and tiresome.
Butthere are ways to make it
through the ceremony more
manageable.
 

Flooring ERICA
www.flooringamerica.com704-739-2756

 

  
  

 

  

  

  

  

  

RES

Thank youto our sponsors

+ Jeff Falls, Greater Georgia Amusements

David Brinkley, Brinkley Financial Group

 

SU

Kings Mountain Touchdown Club
Eighth Annual Golf Tournament ¢ May 8, 2015

 

Lewis Nantz, Dent Ambulance
Bob McRae, The McRae Company LLC Dennis & Shan Conner, C & GC Scrap Iron &

Metal Inc

Ray McKeating, Forward Funds
Jay Caruso, Deutsche Bank

* Ernie Teague, Take 22

 

 

Jason Butler, Butler's Landscapes and Designs

Larry Hamrick, Warlick & Hamrick Insurance

Jake Dixon, Jake's Custom Picture Frames
Kevin Osborne, Kings Mountain Family YMCA

STRVER
Dr. Jeff Mauney, Foothills Podiatry Allan Propst, Mountain Street Pharmacy Robert Bolin, 238 Cherokee Grill

Ty Toney, Flooring America Ken Nantz, South East Connections Dan Trull, Precision Maintenance
DeWayne & Jana Clark Dr. R. Scott Mayse Dr. Andy Hollifield, DMD, PA
Dale & Diane Hollfield Harold & DebbieFarris Lance

Steve Moffitt, Total Strength & Speed/Williams Strength Brent Bagwell, Battleground Commons Lil Drug
Dr. Brad Moffitt, Carolina Chiropractic Plus Dr. G. K. Howard, Jr, DDS Spencer/5 Hour Energy

Denise Wright, Coldwell Banker Mountain View - Doug Satterfield, Edward Jones Uncle Ray's
David & Mary Dilling, Dilling Heating Company Bill & Sean Clark, Subway of Kings Mountain Matrix Brokerage

Dr. George Plonk Jamie Carrigan, J & B Auto SundropDistributing Company
Linda Newsome, Allen Tate Realty State Representative Tim Moore, Attorney at Law Don Smith

 

  
David Brinkley, DCB Sardis

Matt Bailey, Innovative Pool Designs
David Scott, Cheyenne International

David Clippard

Jimmy Greene,Parker Poe, Attorney-at-Law
Ragan Harper

Scott Ward, Columbia Funds

Stella Putnam, Neisler Brothers
Marie Brinkley, Brinkley Properties

Hannah Jacob, NTE Energy
Kevin Champion, CK Contracting
David Sedor, Fifth Third Bank

  
Clyde Kems, KernsTrucking Company

Mike Harris, National Roller Supply Keith & Kirk Falls, Linwood Produce & Restau-

Lew Dellinger, Dellinger’s Jewel Shop rant
Paul & Mary Ann Hendricks Phillip & Paula Scism, Scism & Son Paint & Body

John Harris, John O. Harris Interests Shop
Kings Mountain Kiwanis Club

David Hook, Adams & Hook CPA's LLP

Kings Mountain High School
Todd & Kelly Lovelace

Ronnie Hawkins, Harris Funeral Home
Mark Wood, Allwood Insurance

Firestone Fibers & Textiles
Trent Hagans, Hagans Construction Group,Inc.

 

Kevin Mack
Darrell Keller, Darrell S.Keller, CPA, PA

Stella Putnam, Oakland Plantation
Jake Dixon, Cooking Maniacs

Bruce Jones, H. B. Jones Appraisals
Bill Parker, Parker's Amoco

Tim Ellis, Kings Mountain Auto Supply Betty Carrigan, Cherokee Auto Auction Tom Tate
Robbie Henderson,Forever Green Jeff Dixon, Bo & Company Anne Brooks, Ideal Promotions

Chris Martin, Martin's Electric Dr. David Dellinger, KM Pharmacy Kings Mountain Rotary
Johnny Gamble, Carolina Golf Dan & Greg Dixon Bobby Childers, C & C Heating, Cooling & Insulation

Kyle Smith

BRONZEESPONSORS  
Jim Potter

John Goforth, Goforth Farms LLC

Bryant Wells, Dups Express

Steve Baker, New York Life
Walter Wade, Amity Finance

Mark & Jodi McDaniel

David McDaniel, D & J Livestock

Bobby Etters, Smokin’ Mountain Boys BBQ
Dr. Martin Stallings, Kings Mountain Pediatrics    


