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Now the

eleven disci-
ples went to
Galilee, to the
mountain to

{ which Jesus
had directed

 

them. When
they saw him,

Joi Tucker they WOr-

St. an’s shiped him;
Lutheran Church but some

doubted. And
Jesus came

and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given

to me. Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and

of the Son and ofthe Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey every-

thing that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you al-
ways, to the end ofthe age.”

Matthew 28:16-20

Grace to you and peace from
God our Father, our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

This past Sunday (May 31) was
Holy Trinity Sunday — a time in

the Christian church that we cele-
brate the presence ofGod being re-
vealed to usin three distinct ways:
God the Father and Creator, God
the Son in Jesus Christ, and God

the Holy Spirit. It is on this Sun-
day that the lectionary provides us
this text from Matthew’s gospel
known as the great commission.
This is the last scene recorded in
the gospel where the newly resur-
rected Jesus comesto his disciples
for one last set ofinstructions, one
last portrayal of wisdom and will
for his closest friends.

The pairing of this scripture
with the celebration of the church
doctrine of the Trinity leads me to
think about what it means to em-
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body the beliefofthe Trinity. What

does being a Trinitarian Christian
look like? We profess our faith in
God, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit so how can we faith-
fully live out our belief?

I think Jesus’ commission in
Matthew 28 gives us preciously a
faithful path to live into the doc-
trine of the Trinity. In his great

commission, Jesus instructs his
disciples and us today, to go out
into all the world and make disci-
ples, baptism them and teach them
all that he himself has taught them.

And so I believe that to be a Trin-
itarian Christian, we have to begin
to take seriously this commission;
we have to prioritize our ministry
so that making disciples is at the

top of our purposes.
And realize that this is hard

work, people of God. It takes a
lot of time and energy to set out
to intentionally make disciples;

to model and encourage the prac-

tices of discipleship (daily prayer,

weekly worship, regular Bible

Study, a heart for service, the de-

sire for spiritual friendships, and

a giving spirit). And its difficulty

is only magnified with all the cul-

tural and institutional challenges

that tempt our mission and min-

istry. My prayer for us this day is

that we can identify that one per-

son in ourlives that needs spiritual

encouragement, prayer and guid-

ance and that needs us to model

for them what it means to be a

Trinitarian Christian — that we can

identify that person and begin an

intentional relationship with them

so that they can see God working

through usin their lives. My prayer

is that we can all live into our call-

ing to re-present God, Father, Son

and Holy Spirit in all that we say

and do. Amen.

Life of Worship, 403
Cherokee St., will offer free
food distribution to help
area residents on Friday,
June 5, from 11 am-12 noon.
A valid ID is required. The
church is behind Farmers
Furniture and Fidelity Bank
on S. Battleground Avenue.

Homecoming

June 7
El Bethel United Meth-

odist Church will hold
Homecoming on Sunday,
June 7. Pastor Tom Jolly
will preach at the 11 a.m.
worship hour. Lunch will be
served following the morn-
ing worship service. Every-
one welcome.
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Notice: In order to accommodate the numberof churches in our communities,

we will print two alternating lists of churches each week. If you don’t see

the church you're looking for, be sure to check next week. fs
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Board Certified in Internal Medicine |

Internal Medicine and Primary Care
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E-Mail: ANDERSONCG@AOL.COM
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bradleyinsurance @att.net  
 

 


