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PASTOR'S CONFERENCE—Dr. Humphrey addresses the Aiso pictured are Dr. Andre’ Carr (ta le), Dr.. Gregory
15th Annual Pastor’s Conference at Shaw Divinity School. Headen and Clvde Walton. (Photo by Talib Sabir-Calloway)

Church Continuing To Maintain
A Self-Sufficiency Tradition

SUFFOLK (AP)—The Church o
God and Saints of Christ is continuing
its tradition of self-sufficiency and
has hired a Washington, D.C.-based
consultant to help it develop its land
holdings into a $150 million complex
of homes, apartments, offices, stores
and a hotel.

Hammer, Siler, George and
Associates said the church’s plan “is
to preserve the land and buildings
that have served the membership in
‘its developing years” and to provide

1or the stable financial future of the
church and congregation.

The Bellville area church, which
claims affiliate tabernacles across
the country and in Africa, the West
Indies and Canada, refused to release
figures on membership or finances.
Members say the group was founded
by Prophet William S. Crowdy, a San-
ta Fe Railroad cook, when he had a
vision in 1896 in which God told him to
form the sect and lead his people to
new land.

Layman Declares War
On Myths, Media Hype

OAKLAND, Calif.—By the time
United Methodist layman Willie
Brown finished talking, most of the
500 black church folks assembled
were on their feet, and the rest were
sitting straighter and prouder, and
shouting,-‘‘Amen.”’

The charismatic speaker of the
assembly of the California State
Legislature, in addressing the 20th
anniversary banquet of Black
Methodists for Church Renewal,
United Methodism’s black caucus,
Marchlsdeelaredwaronmythsmd
media hype about crises in black
families and disunity and a lack of
leadership in black communities.

He called on black clergy and
laypeople to continue working for
plsitive social change through the
black church, which he described as
the birthplace of “‘every significant
black political and spiritual move-
ment,” because often it was ‘‘the only
ipstitution they’d let us have for our
own.”

Refuting the ‘‘two-parents-two-
kids-in-suburbia’ archetypical fami-
ly as a bogus, unrealistic measurg, he
traced the strength of the black ex-
tended family back to preslavery
America. And black people must con-
tinue to extol the theme of communal

The glorious resirrecuon an-
“H!ﬁlll“!,ﬁﬂ'lﬁ

The San Francisco churchman,
who is national chairperson of the
Jesse Jackson presidential cam-
paign, mixed country preacher with
teacher with polished politician as he
recounted how black citizens of the
United States historically have buck-
ed the odds in church and society.

From there he moved on to the
growing impact of black citizens in
the nation’s political processes.
Although the Reagan years sent some
gains for blacks into a tailspin, blacks
are ‘“on the threshold of history,”

meets April 19.

The black church owned about 1,000
acres in north Suffolk around the turn
of the century, but sold off about half
of its holdings during the Depression.
Members formed a self-sufficient
communal farm, industrial complex
and school in the early 1900s. At one’
point, they were farming 850 acres
and 16 acres of oyster beds. The com-
mune later dissolved, but the church
flourished.

Church members believe blacks in
America are descended from the lost
tribe of Israel. The church prohibits
divorce and the use of alcohol.

In 1980, the church built a multi-

center and world head-
quarters called the Temple Beth El
Later, a 1,500-seat sanctuary was ad-
ded. The undeveloped land surroun-
ding the complex has been assessed
at $8.5 million by the city.

In 1985, the church used a $1.7

million Housing and Urban Develop- -

ment grant to build a home for the
‘elderly and handicapped near the
temple.

Under the proposed land-use plan,
141 acres would be preserved for
church use and would include the old
commune site. Another 27 acres
would be set aside for homes of
church members. -

Over the next 20 to 30 years, the
church would develop the remaining
property into 900,000 square feet of of-
fice space, 155,000 square feet of

retail space, 150 hotel rooms and 2,100

residential units.

The hotel would cater to visitors o .

the church’s four annual interna-
tional meetings.
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United Methodist Mission Board have
th African President P.W.
«clemency for six blacks
March 18.
_The United Methodist Office at the
United Nations: received word from
's Africa

Bishop James M. Aultdlhel‘-‘ith-
burgh area and Rev. Randolph
Nugent, president and general

grant clemency to the five men and
one woman, known as the
‘““Sharpeville Six,” convicted of com
plicity in a 1984 mob killing.

The United Methodists said they
were “appalled” that the appeal by
the six was rejected and an execution
date jset.* “We urge you to grant
clemency and to issue a stay.of execu-
tion immediately... in thé ‘name of
Chmﬁanﬁuﬁeenndﬂshtem »
Bishop Ault and Dr. Nugent wrote.

Officers of the World Division of the
Board of Global Ministries sent let-
ters of commendation to President
Reagan and Secretary of State
George Shultz, thanking them for
their efforts on behalf of the con-
demned South Africans.

“Please continue to urge President
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The Slurpevllls Six are Mojalefa
Sefatsa, 32; Reid Mokoena, 24; Oupn
Dlnho,u Duma Khumalo, 28; Fran-
cis Mokhesi, 30; and Theresa
Ramuhmale,x Mdthuum
either Anglican or Roman Catholic.

In an earlier communication to top
U.S, officials, World Division officers
mmtmummma
thu murder of Sharpeville Deputy

Mayor ' Khuswayo Dlamini on the
grounds that they had “‘common pur-
pose” with the crowd whose intention
it was to murder him. They were
sentenced to doaﬂl even though the
South African court said, “It
_has not been proved in the case of the
‘six accused... that their conduct had
contributed causally to the death of
the deceased.”
to the New York Times,
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Dm s, Violence Call

pro- and in recent news stories as “the

Cmetu' assistant secretary of
for Afﬂcan an, and

pleas, their trip
mmuudbymsm&.m
coordinator at the United Methodist
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the condemned six.

Detroit, Chiewo. Cleveland and
Cincinnati were identified as crisis
areas. The North Carolina jurisdic-
itional branch of the caucus was asked
to earmark funds to address youth ,
violence and erime. beginning no
later than

most dangerous city in the nation for
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deacons said they




