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The tradition of the pinata is prac-
ticed in all areas of Mexico, rural and
urban. A i

“For nine days before Christmas,
the children in ‘@ neighborhood go
door to door, asking if there's room |
for them—room at the inn,” Beezley |

evening. There, they are invited in-
side for a little Christmas party.”
As part of the party, the children
are blindfolded, spun around and
allowed to try to break open a pinata, |
“which hangs above the patio. :
While the other children watch,
.each child takes a turn swinging at -
the pinata with a pinata bat—a thin,
carved and decorated bat slightly
shorter than a baseball bat. :
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Although the use of the pinata is
thriving, some Mexicans have begun
to abandon other traditional national
Christmas customs, or to combine
them with U.S. practices.

‘‘In Mexico today it's kind of a toss-
up because of television and the prox-
imity to the United States,” Beezley
said. ‘“Mexicans are being bombard-

‘We wish }611 Happiness
and serenity this holi-
day season and always.
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