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WASHINGTON, D.C.—A consolida-

tion of the communications functions
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would lmp'owl efficiency and effec- editor of the National Catholic News
tiveness. He said the changes are ef- m!oruupt_ltnyﬂ;_ sue-

“The church faces an increasingly
media environment,” Msgr. Service.
Hoye said. “We must be able to coor-
dinate properly our various com-

this new structure will enable us to do
tm "
Daw announced the appointments

Father Kenneth J. Doyle will be
director of the Office for Media Rela-
tions. He is a former chief of bureau
in Rome for the National Catholic

Daw said a director
Liaison with CTNA will

h‘ * ..-_ i
later. . <

the leadership of Minister Louis Farrakhan pooled their repurchased for $2.175 million. (see story page 1)

Pilot Project Exploring Black
Christian Experience In Church

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—From the

fervent sacred rites of ancient Africa,
through the liberation of the souls of
slaves via the gospel to continuing
social action deeply rooted in black
churches, the black Christian ex-
perience will be explored through a
new pilot project from United
Methodism’s Upper Room ministry
here.
Beginning this spring, a group of
black lay and clergypersons will take
on “A Closer Walk with God,” a
yearlong program of prayer, study,
meditation, reading and physical
discipline molded in the black
American Christian tradition. The
program is offered in three-day ses-
sions at Lake Junaluska, one in April,
the second in August and the last in
December.

Between 50 and 70 persons are ex-
pected to take part in the comprehen-
sive exploration of black spiritual
life, said the Rev. Eugene Blair, dean
of the Upper Room Chapel here and
head of the black spirituality project.
He called the program ‘‘intense,
designed foir persons who genuinely
want more from Christian experience
than Sunday worship, choir-rehearsal
religion. They're going to go deeper
into what spirituality is in the lives of
black people.”

A joint venture of the Upper Room,
the devotional life arm of the United
Methodist Chureh, and the denomina-
tion’s Southeastern Jurisdiction, the
project is patterned after the Upper
Room'’s Academy for Spiritual For-
mation, but is tailored to the ex-
periences of black United Methodists.
Funding for the project also comes
from the Missional Priority Office of
the General Board of Discipleship,
the Upper Room's parent agency.

Faculty for the project will lead the
entire group through daily prayer,
then divide it into classes to study
everything from African customs and
religious practices to the teachings of
modern-day black theologians. Blair
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said. The program includes discipline
for the body as well as the soul.
Students must keep a journal, as well
as set aside time for prayer, quiet
meditation and worship, and even a
healthy physical fitness regime, he
said. The re-ordered lifestyle is to be
continued in the months between the

times the group meets in North’

Carolina.

Blair said small covenant groups
allow more intensive discussion, sup-
port and a point of accountability.

Upon completion of the April-to-
December experience, each person is
expected to develop an idea for
enhancing and fostering spiritual
growth in his or her local church.

The idea of a spiritual formation
project for black church people was
developed in response to low ethnic-

munority participation in other Upper
Room offerings like the spiritual for-
mation academy, Blair said. “We
found that those models didn’t ad-
dress the heart and soul of people of
color because they were cast in the
white, European (or) strictly U.S.
context.

“The soul fo black Christianity can
be traced to traditions and customs of
our African forebears. Continuity ex-

ists from African traditions to the.

way black people develop spiritually
today; this focus will address those
unique concerns,” Blair said.

Representatives of other ethnic
minority groups are being invited to
observe the pilot class to consider
whether the idea might be adapted
for use by Hispanic, Asian and Native
American church people.

Marketing Pioneer
Davis, Dead At 80

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Thomas J.
Davis, founder of Tom Davis Agency,
an early advisor to Lyndon Baines
Johnson before he became president
of the United States, and Carl Stokes,
Cleveland's first black mayor, died at
St, Luke's Hospital. He was 80 years
old. In the 1930s, Davis was also a
Cleveland n

Born in Memphis, Tenn., Davis, a
hulking, aggress.ve marketer known
for his innovative sales approaches,
was one of the Cleveland area's first
blacks to venture into the highly com-
petitive, creative field of marketing,
public relations and advertising. His
first local account was Proctor and
Gamble in the late 1950s.

A rugged, self-made man, Davis
performed early labor relations and
marketing initiatives for the Wrigley
Co. of Chicago, Cleveland’s TRW and
the black-owned Crayton Sausage Co.
He also became a leading salesman
for both the Michigan Chronicle
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The Holy pibie 15 tne scripture to
which all Christians adhere with
some degree of faithfulness. The Old
Testament prophets speak clearly as
to how the God of Israel expects His
children to live and the importance of
worshiping Him only. The New Testa-
ment is alive with lessons taught by
the Savior when He walked the earth.
Following His crucifixion and resur-
rection the writings of the first
ministers of Christianity relate the
struggles they and the early converts
faced. There was fierce persecution
and frequent clashes with Jews who
clung to the old Mosaic law.

But the Heavenly Father did not
create this world or send His Son to

have it al end Nebare il ghen was ac . o a

- complished, oted
adherents

writings. ‘I'nen Mormon's son Moroni
was given custody of the plates and
the Lord instructed him to bury the
record in the Hill Cumorah about 421
A.D.

In the early part of the last century,
the Lord chose Joseph Smith to
translate this abridged record. In-
Lord he brought to the

Mormon. The title is derived from
prophet-historian Mormon ¥ho
labored to condense records kept for
several hundreds of years.

The Book of Mormon, Another

newspaper, ot Detroit, and the
Cleveland Call and Post, both NNPA-
member institutions.

He was one of the first blacks to
secure national automobile advertis-
ing for black newspapers. He
directed a number of programs for

Detroit Edison and the Cleveland

Electric Nluminating Co., for wl;?a 7
Beautiful’’ block contest and invented | |
the slogan, “Outdoor Living Room.”
He also coined the phrase now used
nationally, “Living Better Electrical-

Davis ecreated the *“Bright

ly.“

Davis was married and the father
of two children. Funeral ar-
rangements were being made at
press time.

Said Davis Agency Vice President
Ronald E. Kisner: “While we mourn
the passing of a great giant, we are
blessed with his wisdom, his profes-
sional craft and knowledge to build a
platform for the agency’s future.”

Church Women
Discuss Plans

For Homecomihg

The General Woman's Department
of the United American Freewill Bap-
tist Denomination held its annual
planning session recently in the con-
ference room at the Western Steer
Steak House located on I-95 in Dunn.

Ms. Eva M. Minter was the official
hostess for the meeting.

The general president, Ms. Mattie
Thompson of La Grange, conducted
the devotion. Each lady expressed
herself briefly. :

Plans were made for the February

* eonvocation to be held on the 18th of

February, and also the homecoming

celebration to be held July 15. Both

activities will be held at the

quartered in Washington and will
report to the USCC general secretary.

The newly created Department of
Communications will be composed of
six offices reporting to Daw: the Of-
fice for Media Relations, the Office
for Film and Broadcasting, the Office
for the Catholic Communication
Campaign, the Office for Liaison with
the Catholic Telecommunications
Network of America, the Office for
Publishing and Promotion Services,
and the National Catholic News Ser-
vice,

All offices will be in Washington,
located in the new hea
building of the U.S. Catholic Con-
ference, except for the Office for
Film and Broadcasting, which will be
in New York,

tions.

Richard H. Hirsch, who was
secretary of the former Department AN
of Communication, will be director of Panama City, Fla., News-Herald and

the Office for Film and Broadcasting.
Thomae N, Lorsung. managing

New Medicare Projééf
Pays “Out-of-Pocket”

Human Resources Secretary David
Flaherty encouraged aged and
disabled irndividuals entitled to
Medicare Part A coverage to apply
for a new health care benefit
available through the state’s

dﬂuth;allon'l headquarters eig

of oneness I.In:,dl

Medicaid . This new pro-

gram, called ‘““Medicare-Aid,”’ in

North Carolina, is an outgrowth of

mandated changes to the Medicaid
. program by the Medicare
; Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988,
For eligible individuals, the new
. | Medicaid program will pay out-of-
* ' pocket ‘Medicare costs such as
- premiums, deductibles and coin-

surance.
‘“‘Medicare-Aid offers us an ex-
. citing opportunity to help our citizens
*. who are truly in need of assistance to
offset the high cost of medical care,”
1 stated.

Eligibility requirements for
| Medicare-Aid are less restrictive
‘than those for other Medicaid pro-
| grams for the aged and disabled. To
| be eligible, an individual's monthly
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e no more about the 328) !
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y, m graceof hath made Him [Christ) to
week at 10 a.m. and hecertainly did not1ive  paen . ore. e ) O
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