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BY R 7P, GUS HAWKINS
Guest Editorial

A number of House and Senate
members have introduced ver-
sions of “national youth service”
legislation, a proposal which links
volunteer duty to government
“benefits. The bill receiving the
most attention is the McCurdy-

Nunn bill, named after the respec-

tive House and Senate authors.

While the proposal may be well in-

tentioned, there are many pro-

blems regarding equity, worker
displacement, and program ad-
ministration which need closer
eéxamination.

In the McCurdy-Nunn proposal

government aid would be tied to
either military or civilian service.
In other words, young people
could serve in the Marines or
work in a public facility, such as a
mental hospital. For each year
spent in the military, at a reduced
wage of about $100 a week, the
youth would receive a $12,000
voucher to be used for student aid,
job training or a down payment on
a home. For each year of civilian
service, again at a reduced wage,
the youth would receive a $10,000
voucher to pay for government
benefits. The intention of the bill
is to foster the ideal of civic duty
and public service, while at the
same time meeting community
social needs.

The victims of these youth ser-
vice proposals, however, would be
the poor. It is a regressive concept
which turns youth into indentured
servants. Similarly, in the 17th
century people would trade
passage to America to work for
another for a definite period of
time. Surely, we have
from the days of this practice.

One of my major concerns is
based on the question of how equi-
ty and equality of sacrifice can be
guaranteed. The proposal would
eliminate existing forms of stu-
dent aid and condition receipt of

postsecondary educational

i assistance on in na-

g tignal service. This would un
doubtedly result in a national ser-
vice composed primarily of low-
income youth who would have no
opportunity to go to college unless
they served their time in national
service. On the other hand, their
middle and upper-income
counterparts could enter college
without similar service.

In addition, there are numerous
other questions related to labor
standards which can be raised.
What protection would existing
public service employees, par-
ticularly those who _earn low
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wages, have from displacement?

- Would they be replaced from the
influx of federally subsidized
volunteers? What would protect
the volunteers from exploitation
by employers? What would it cost
to maintain strong labor stan-
dards for a large national pro-
gram?

Currently, we are not adequate-
ly addressing the needs of our na-
tion’s youth. This is a bad time to
experiment with dubious youth
service proposals when we have
left behind millions of unserved
children and young people by not
fully funding Head Start, Chapter
1, Pell Grants, the Job Corps, the
Job Training Partnership Act,
and other programs.

The thinking which drives these
national service-type proposals is
on a perception that the

public will support this program
(cost estimate is more than $5
billion) if you make people “‘work
for it”’—no matter how
discriminatory it may be. This
same type of attitude enlisted con-
servatives to support a sweeping
welfare reform bill last year,
which included a punitive
workfare provision. Everybody
supports the concept of the “work
ethic,” yet at the same time many
of the national service supporters
don’t understand the agony and
burden of the poor. It is also work
to rear children as a single parent
on a bare-bones budget. It is also
work to live from paycheck to
paycheck in substandard. and
crime-ridden housing. It is work

-for many of our youth and poor to

experience the constant hardships
of poverty. :

Instead of national youth ser-
vice we should be developing a na-
lional youth job program, which
includes remedial education
assistance, job training for
decent-paying occupations, job
counseling (resume and interview
preparation), s

R

assistance).

The concept of community ser-
vice is an honorable one, but it
must be developed on a fair and

 equitable basis. Ironically, the

proposed national service con-
cept, which supposedly is intend-
ed to teach our youth the value of

civies, fails this important lesson

by treating one class of citizens
differently from another. An
agenda to help our youth is badly
needed... but the current concept
of national service is a wrong-
headed and divisive approach.

The White Girl Wins

The mainstream Hollywood

: film industry is notorious for its

1 lack of relevant subject matter

L ] and significant op-

portunities for and other
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Birth of a Nation” to Allan ~Freedom. :
ofa — ‘Qmﬂ ‘Brown has made the m

' In the past
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I want a kinder and gentler nation,"
mochd.'ltlllh!h_‘lﬂhd‘a__

Bush's statement suggests that heis s
will opt for the appearance of megotiat
mediate armed But 3

media problems in com-
municating their wvision
statements.. The: DuPont: Com-
pany’s dinner-show at the 1989
Society of Automotive Engineers
Congress and Exposition was a
unique vision statement.: J
This show was held at Detroit's
famous Fox Theater, featuring % .
Peter Nero and the Detroit Sym- §
phony Orchestra. It also included a pictorial
automobile style from the 19208 to 1990s. Yet the
fall and the reincarnation of the U.S. automobile
was the nonverbal message that

show. But, what was DuPont’'s assessment of this dinner-.

show?

Henry B. Milligan, director of sales and development in
DuPont’s Automotive Products says, “I
doubt that there has ever been an event in Detroit that
more than 2,000 customer/spouse teams shared an even-

iﬂuupnwnaﬂdmunwmmnmw
show met DuPont's objective. “Without question, we met
our objective,” he replied.

Milligan's reply begged the question, what was

: Mlliluut'“b m:-howuhmmmm
' saw a
muwm.-wmwwmmmmw
customer rela i
Terms like “image,” ‘‘share,” and “build”’ are abstract
vehicles that politicians exploit to skillfully maneuver
around mhm me:tnphmp;?lﬂc,n
Milligan some feelings quantified his reply.
Milligan claims DuPont is trying to earn the right to be
viewed as an part of the community. He says
they do not want to give the impression that they are just

through, _

It is common knowledge that DuPont has been a stodgy,
ultra-conservative company. Yet Milligan argues they are
now undergoing a cultural change. -

““Young people feel the change,” claims Milligan. “‘[We
are] creating an arena that very talented people can excel

in. . :
On the other hand, Milligan said, “[The] culture is
changing so fast some [people] are left behind.”
Milligan was then requested to give a DuPont mission
statement to the nation.

\ - .BY mm JOHNSTON, JK..
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HAVE PATIENCE WITH SUMMER HELP
The other day I was shopping in this store and the clerk
atummtuhokmﬂmohmmm&lﬂ
had coming to me, v -
Atﬁntlwnumuaunhlmycdbmﬂnum
lydawnedonmethatgl;hhphoum.dyurfwm

.luuémar help, e : :
mmmmmu«-mmumm 2

the various corparations, fast-food spots

department stores. e

For the mbst part, many are inex; and this is
thei first time i the Job market. Therelors g arn i
mummnamummuhhumm

we as a public must be and sympathize with
summer help as best as i :

Probably most of us can relate to the
often asked when a
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For some in affluent America, the uq&nnuumw"
mun“uwm.hmmimc:zmmmwb;
the roof over their heads. :

mmmmammmm&-mhmf

mnn-'amumum-,"-mmmmwmg

based groups, the Center on and Policy

Housing Information Service. It is time to sound the alarm about our
problems before more black Americans are pushed out into the streets or
homeless shelters

® 'Outl. dre Devouring Our Income. Black households are more
likely than households to have “‘unaffordable” ’
eats up more than 30 percent of the income they must live on.  who has:
ever balanced a household wmurﬁumumuu

every five black households is now spending income or mare just to’
pay the rent or the mortgage. AL ;

®We Are Less Likely To Own Our Own Homes. It's the American dream:
owning your own home. But the dream is  dimmer in black

America. Less than half of all black households

u{

available to community groups
for fundraisers prior to its com-
~ mercial release, slated for sum-

mer, 1989, at which time com-




