SPECIAL RECOGNITION —

were looking to be entertained by a
rap group, a church is probably the
last place you'd look.

However, it is a small, non-

% denominational church in Humboldt
- where the group Righteous Rappers
make their musie.

The church’s pastor, the Rev. Bob
Williams, Sr., watches as four young
men step behind the altar of the emp-
ty church. Two are holding
microphones. Lamondra Green holds
a mike to his mouth and percussion

; throbs from the speakers. Bob
& Williams, Jr., prepares to rap:
" ‘“Two thousand years ago a man
was born. His name was Christ, King
and Lord."
. Unlike most popular rap songs,
which are rife with obscenities,
violence and degradation of women.
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talkative of
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“When I down the street, I see
a lot of girls, 1 do not lust because I'm
in another world,” read the lyrics to
one of their raps.

They also rap against crack,
alcohol and other earthly tempta-
tions, instructing young people to

Mount Gilead Community

*Only Adult Classes during
Summer Vacation

Mrs. Perdue for yoars of dedicalion and service at First Cosmepolitan Baplist
Church during a pregram racently.

Vacation Bible School
Closes Summer Session
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
~ . UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2410 Creech Road
Raleigh, N.C. 27810
Phone 832-4704
Rev. Donaid R. Ingram, Pastor

BY MRS, ANNIE THORPE and the pastor, Rev. C. E. Willie, ITI.
Rush. Metropolitan AME Zion

Church, with its very efficient

coordinator, Mrs. Joyce Hawkins and

her staff and teachers, closed a week ',

of successful Vacation Bible School

June 19-23.
The theme for the week was The

Good News and Grace Upon Gracs:

Music always plays an
part in any service and thanks goes
Mrs. Ethel Jeffreys for thesame. -
Remarks were given by i
superintendent, Jesse Degraffenreidt s Jesse
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Church in east Texas had been a
bastion of the faith for seventy-
five years. Iis members were
farmers who lived close to the
land.

Then one day oil was
discovered beneath that rich seil.

workmen moved their families to
the area. Many of these
newcomers started attending the
Mount Gilead church. The.
leaders in the church began to
fear that the “‘new people’’ would
steal the leadership from them.
One night it was voted that the
membership of the church be
closed.

The once warm spirit of the
church cooled, and soon
vanished. The membership
dwindled to a handful, Finally,
with fewer than a dozen members
attending, the vote was taken to
close the church,

Noimages of Baal or Ashtaroth.

Mount

The Book of 1Judgés contains
the record of Israel's
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