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‘ORIALS

BY REP. AUGUSTUS HAWKINS
Guest Editorial

Less than two months ago,
President Bush convened a na-
tional summit on education. It
was an excellent ty for
the administration and state
leaders to dicususs cost-effective
and exemplary programs, which
could be ted throughout our
nation’s . Unfortunately,
the education summit can only be
termed as an exercise of wasted
opportunities.

In a sense, the president's
desire to stage a summit was
commendable, because I believe
he is earnest in wanting to im-

education. But the summit
turned into more of a public rela-
tions extravaganza, rather than a
braintrust which could lead to
solutions. Fear of being identified
with spending money on educa-
tion blinded many of the par-
ticipants and doomed any con-
structive effort from the start.
The Bush summit’'s conclusions
became mired in generalities, lof-
ty goals without requiring
resources, and the same tired ex-
hortations about education.

Because of the disappointing
result of the Bush summit, I have
begun to mobilize the beginning of
an effort, which will lead to a real
education summit. This past
week, I held an education sym-
posium on Capitol Hill to discuss
the future of education in
America. Unlike the politicized
education carnival held by the
president, this was an
information-gathering process,
with a high degree of substance,
that may lead to a larger summit-
like meeting of the minds,
possibly next year, It basically
hélped my Committee on Educa-
tipn and Labor to assess if our na-
tion is on the right track, relative
to education reform.

‘Only a week before my sym-
posium, the administration was
rattled by a group of business

leaders who suggested that the
White House was on the wrong
track regarding education fun--
ding issues. The president’s
domestic policy advisor, Roger B.
Porter, addressed a number of
business leaders on the subject of
education. He recanted those
same Bush themes that school im-
provement can be achieved
without spending more money.
This statement ignited a strong
reaction from the crowd of
business leaders, including Owen
Butler, board chairman of the
Committee for Economic
Development, an organization
comprised of more than 200
business executives and
educators. He stated, ‘‘The ad-
ministration is saying: We won’t
give more money to education,
but we don’t mind if you do.’ This
is not the kind of federal leader-
ship we need.”

Butler was one of the prominent
participants at my education
symposium, where he once again
expressed the importance of in-
vesting more money in cost-
effective federal education pro-

grams. Other participants includ- - religion

ed a number of education associa-
tion officials, researchers, and ad-
vocates, who support a significant
federal role in education.

What we need at the next educa-
tion summit is something closer to
the education symposium, and the
annual National Conference on
Educating Black Children, which
has been held in Hunt Valley, Md.
the past four years. These are
working, results-oriented ses-
sions, involving peoplewho are not
only advocates for education, but
are fanatics. They care deeply
about the future of our children.
That is what we need at the next
education summit—more ad-
vocates, and fewer grand-
standers. American education,
and the children of this nation,
will be the ultimate winners from’
this team effort.
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THE MISUSE OF RELIGION
Jim and Tammy Bakker are not the
only people who abuse religion. At the trial

of Oliver North, monthl,:ro.min-f ‘

nusual, abuse of

Here is the situation. The trial, which
was held in Washington, D.C., had a jury of
12 African-American men and women. At
the end of the trial, when the prosecuting
attorney and the defense attorney’ made
their final arguments, both attorneys
began their arguments with an unusual
emotional appear] to the jury. They quoted
words from the Bible. When the trial was

and the verdict was in, the jury
foreman said that she knew that the two at-
torneys, both white, were trying to
manipulate the jurors by appealing to
emotional feelings about God. The at-
seemed to believe that the black

were ‘‘brainwashed’’ by réligion.

The attorneys obvidusly believed that
unnugiouﬂylmphndmrorswaﬂdﬁnda
gulity man innocent simply because the
jurors believed deeply in religion—even if
he was guilty. The fact is that this tactic

works, often. Advertisers regular-
ly use a biblical symbol, such as a cross, to
convince people to buy a certain product,
If a milk company puts the picture of a
cross on its milk cartons, they will sell far
mobe.eartons of milk than will the com-
pany that does not use the symbol of the
cross in jts advertisements.

Vantage Point

BY RON DANIELS
JACKSON’S PRESIDENTIAL BIDS
PAVE THE WAY FOR VICTORIES ON

NOV. 1 .

As the election returns rolled in on
Tuesday, Nov, 7, it became clear that
African-American politicians were posting
unprecedented victories in cities like New
York, New Haven, Durham, Seattle and in
the state of Virginia. David Dinkins would
be elected the first African-American

mayor of the nation's-largest city and ;

Wilder would become the first

Doug
American

elected black governor in

was un-_
folding. Numerous:
ts, analysts,
opinion molders and
party pundits were
having a different
celebration. They
were hailing what they perceived
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has the capability of brainwashing winner and an editor at New York Newsday.
mmmmmmmm. One can certainly take exception to that statement by
tional decisions. They might think, “If it pointing out that he does his job well. As a matter of fact,
humtgvmumum&m myjoumﬂht_mm.“mhemmhwmd
symbol of the ¢ross implies that God ap- and prodigious. That to me is a black ;
proves of the or, even, wants peo- That to me is a white standard. For a successful black
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simply feelings for People and a society example, when
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“God will make a way, somehow.” This did) for a black candidate and believes that blacks fail
very popular expression is often inter- because they are lazy is a failure of personal ethics
preted to mean that God is like a super- Let's t a black person becomes the most
parent who protects His children no mat- famous black person and the highest-paid person ever ($10
ter what troubles they encounter. The rela million a year) and refuses to support the institutions that
tionship of most people to God is parent- provide a survival foundation for blacks—black colleges,
child. With the individual being the child. churches, social, cultural, civic and youth groups.

On the surface, this relationship seems . Instead, his allegiance is to a “colorless” persona, like,
okay. However, in practice, it tends to for example, a 24- black man who wrote in the New
make people become dependent upon a York Times that he had a white girlfriend, spoke like white
supernatural spirit. A childlike adult is not people, liked country music and had no affinity for the
likely to make it in this tough society. plight of the black community.

Some people even plan, in advance, to Suppose, assuming that his success is the black stan-
commit a sin “knowing” that they can ask dard of success as my friend suggests, 100 other blacks
the Lord for forgiveness late. became “‘successful’’ and made $10 million each. And they

When people expect God to plan their all remained physically and psychologically separated
lives for them, and protect them, they tend . from black people.
to lose their motivation to guide and con- What would change? One hundred black people would
trol their own lives. be better off and their resources would be used to spiritual-

A friend once said, ‘‘What goes around, - hut black people

dirty work. If you
punished, you had better do it yourself.”

ty without
which Jesse Jackson won in 1983, NeAFY \enign Negroes—it always has. But let's not confuse an

, absence of ethical values with success.
did maly well in Iowa, Minnesota, “M Brown's Journal” TV series can be seea on

Wisconsin, Washington state, Oregon and public television S8aturday on Channel 4 at 1:30 p.m. Please
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