R b 2o el B

B + R e
- O ligh s o e Ve

RALEIGH. N. C,
VOL. 49, NO. 43
. TUESDAY

APRIL 24, 1990

City Improvements

Redevelopment Ignites Housing Concerns

BY W. MASON, JR.
riter

Staft
The city's downtown redevelop-.

ment plan, part of a push to renovate
and put life back into the downtown
district;, has ignited a number of hot
debates, including the issue of low-
icome housing in southeast Raleigh.

Part of the plan includes uprooting
businesses and possibly forcing some
mmuyhuh mpidly out of their homes.

[ ra buying property to
altract new businesses to the city
wetamandgivethaareaanew

And the city's sweeping plans to

Department of Public Instruction
revealed that at least 6,166 North
Carolina families are homeless, with
Raleigh leading the list.

The survey questioned 100 social
service agencies, 284 agencies sery-
ing the homeless and 134 local school
systems, although fewer than half of
the agencies contacted responded to
the survey.

The cities gurveyed were Raleigh,

Burlington,” Monroe, Greensbiro,

Winston-Salem, Statesville, Jackson-
ville and Charlotte.
To stem a roaring tide of concern
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coincides with the short session of the
General Assembly, is to keep the
issue of homelessness and affordable
housing before local and state law
makers and % demonstrate public
support for increased state and local
involvement in affurdable housing
programs. Participants can call
833-6201 for more information.

Another group, the Intrproject
Council, Inc. is planning several
events for local residents facing hous-
ing problems.

The council, whose goal is to im-
prove the quality of life for people liv-
ing in housing projects in the city,

ol housing and the problems wiu
either getting it or maintaining it are
frightening, some have said.

A study of the working poor was
recently published by the Monthly
Labor Review and found that in 1987,
when the poverty line for a family of
four was $11,611, about 6.4 million
workers nationwide age 16 or older
fell into this category.

Over half were men and three
quarters were white.

About 40 percent were high school
dropouts and only 20 percent had at-
tended college.

About one-third, or 1.9 million,

soutneast Raleigh residents who de-
pend on the Helping Hand Mission, a
social service agency at the corner of
Martin and East Street which pro-
vides food, clothing and other ser-
vices for the needy.

Because that agency provides ac-
tivities for area children while
parents are working, many parents
who don’t have money for activities
may have to shoulder the burden of
finding other employment as a result
of changes in the area, which com-
pounds existing housing problems.

“We're trying to provide a better

way of living for people with housing
problems,”” said Jeannie Bell, a
spokeswoman with the Interproject
Council.” We're putting together a
number of events that will meet their.
needs," she said.

Sylvia Wiggins, director of the mis-
sion, said she is still working with the
city to get funding or other types of
assistance so that she can locate
another building to operate her mis-
sion.

“Not too much has happened so
far,” she said. “We'll just have to
wait and see what happens.”
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Artsplosure Marks Fun, Festivals

Raleigh Mayor A' Upchurch,
lmm will of-

Artsplosure’ \
ficlally launch Artsplosure at
Historic Park on the after-'

.m. The pack is located on Old Wake
:‘orut Road downtown near Peace

of the end of the Civil
Assoclation

of the 15 participating galleries are

29 is the “official” opening of

hosting openings with receptions or the festival, Artsplosure is helping to

other special events in honor of the promote a special of

festival. The show runs the gamut ‘“The Chocolate Soldier,” an

from experimental to more conven- in three acts performed by the Ne-
' It should be noted that although

(800 ARTSPLOSURE, P.3)




