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from Spike Lee's "Mo' Bet-
ter Blues” features an immensely
talented quartet.
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Mike Tyson

Dethroned heavyweight champ

is highest paid

athlete in the world.
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(now a university) opened
in 1881 with one' building
and 30 students. It was
founded by Booker T.
Washington, author of “Up
From Slavery. He believ-
ed that blacks would pro-
(See THIS WEEK, P. 2)
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N.C. Teachers, Students Enter New Era

North Carolina teachers and ad-
ministrators will start the new school
year putting plans into action. The
plans were desined under the state’s
School Improvement and Accoun-
tability Act and the action should
result in improved performance by
North Carolina students.

Education officials believe North
Carolina is entering a new era that
will be marked by a statewide em-

forced many school officials to take a
hard look at the performance of their
students,”’ according to State
Superintendent Bob Etheridge.

“In a six-month period last year,
thousands of teachers, principals,
parents and administrators prepared
school and school system improve-
ment plans that will lead the way to
improved student performance. As
the new school year begins and local

ment in schools and in the increased
emphasis put on ensuring that
students succeed.”

For at least the past 10 years,
teachers, principals, administrators
and state education officials have
agreed that more flexibility is needed
in public education. Too often, deci-
sions have been made from the state
level when they should have been
made by those teachers and prin-
cipals who work with students.

ing education work for every child.
But it also says that in exchange for
this flexibility, there will be accoun-
tability.

All 134 local school systems are
participating in Senate Bill 2 and
have local improvement plans that
have been approved by the state
superintendent. These plans include
waivers from state laws and regula-
tions that local officials felt would
prohibit them from meeting their

phasis on student outcomes. officials start to put their plans into
““The School Improvement and Ac- action, I believe parents will notice a  Senate Bill 2 provides local educators goals. Also, all of the local systems
countability Act, Senate Bill 2, has tremendous difference in the excite- the opportunity to be creative in mak- opted to participate in the differen-
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Asleep
In Bed

An Angiet man was arrested late
Friday and charged with first-degree
breaking and entering and first-

degree attempted rape.

Frankin K. Killian, 25, of
Oakeliff Lane in Angler, was charged
with breaking in through the front

In other news: A Cary branch of
First Union National Bank was robb-
ed of an undisclosed amount of money
morning. Cary police Capt.
W.J. Hunter said officers were called
to the bank in the Waverly Place
Shopping Center at 11:18 a.m. after a
man passed a nbte to a'teller deman-
ding the bank’s money. The suspect
was carrying no weapons.

Described as a black man about six
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NEW GYMNASIUM — Dignitaries break ground for the
new gymnasium at Roberts Park, 1300 E. Martin St. From
left are Mayor Pro Tem Ralph Campbell Jr.; City Council
member Anne Frankiin; Celeste Turner, the daughter of
city councl member Frank Tumer; Mayer Avery C.

i

Upchurch; Parks and Recreation Director Jack Duncan

In the wake of Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait, the United States is not alone
in its concern over the future oil pric-
ing and availability. And if events in
the Middle East result in a shortage,
North Carolina has an emergency
plan that ranges from voluntary con-
servation to mandatory measures, in-
cluding four-day workweeks.

Although the United States has

Groups Seek Ties
With Burundi For An
Economic Venture

INSIDE AFRICA

BY MAXINE ALEXANDER

acute shortage threatened the health,
welfare or safety of North Carolina.
While the future of OPEC
petroleum supplies is questionable,
the United States is in a better posi-
tion to handle a disruption in fuel sup-

prominent in the 1970s, leaving the
United States vulnerable to the
whims of OPEC. Since that time
states have been developing and up-

and neighborhoed
behind the Mayor is Tumer, who aiso lives in the
neighborhood, At the age of 4, Miss Turner helped cut the
ribben for the epening of the Roberis Park Community
Center. (Phote by Jade D. Jurek)

activist William Rainbow. Standing

result from political acts, natural
disasters or other causes.

The Energy Division, North
Carolina Department of Economic
and Community Development, has
been planning an energy emergency
situation for the past several months.
The dress rehearsal for an energy
supply disruption is scheduled for
Aug. 21-22 in downtown Raleigh and
will be conducted with assistance
from the Strom Thurmond Institute

(See ENERGY PLAN, P. 2)

Raleigh’s Oldest Retail Business

Briggs Hardware Marks 125th Year

Brigg's Hardware is readying for a
“Big Celebration” according to Mar-
cus L. Scruggs, executive vice presi-
dent of the company. The grand event
in honor of Raleigh's oldest remain-

* ing retail business will beginat8a.m,

and run until 5 p.m. Wednesday,
August 15th, Frree coke, popcorn, and
chances to win prizes including a free
trip for two to Bald Head Island will

children into the business, and we
hope thau it will ast 100 inore years.”
Many of t'e ledgers and documents

tiated pay part of Senate Bill 2 that
rewards teachers and other certified
employees for achieving goals
established in local schools.

According to Dr. Sammie Campbell
Parrish, assistant state superinten-
dent for program services and one of
the key leaders of Senate Bill 2 im-
plementation, the School Improve-
ment Act is unlike the many other
education initiatives that have been
undertaken across the country
because it will be easy to determine
its success or failure.

““We have set student performance
targets—and we have set a date by
which we expect to attain them. The
degree to which schools have improv-
ed will be unveiled in clear,
understandable terms each year
through an examination of annual
milestones. The program’s success
will be judged as satisfactory or un-
satisfactory at the end of three or five
years by determining whether a local
school system has reached its student

(See NEWERA, P. 2)

NAACP Campaigns To
Boost Black Press
Ads And Readership

BALTIMORE, Md. (AP)—The
NAACP has announced a nation-
wide campaign to boost advertis-
ing and readership of the black
press, which is losing readers to
radio and television. . -

The Rev. Benjamin- L. Hooks;-

Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, said he plans
to ask all American Fortune 500
corporations to begin or increase
their advertising in black-owned
newspapers, magazines and
radio stations.

Hooks said he was directing the
NAACP’s 2,100 branches to urge
blacks to buy black-owned
publications and listen to black-
owned radio stations. He said he
would assign an NAACP staff
member to the campaign full-
time.

Black-owned newspapers and
publications are struggling as
people increasingly turn to radio
and television for information, he
said.

Hooks did not cite numbers, but
related several stories in a
presentation recently.

The country has approximately
200 black-owned newspapers, 180
black-owned radio stations and 18
black-owned television stations,

Frances Draper, president of
the Afro-American, which
publishes weekly newspapers in
Baltiomore, Washington and
Richmond, welcomed Hooks' in-

All Branches Urged To Buy
Black-Owned Publications

~ is that companies do not believe

—Amalgamated Publishers, Inec., a
executive director of the Natignal.-

volvement.
A perennial problem, she said,

the black press is the best way to
reach black consumers.
Archie Colander, president of

national advertising represen-
tative for 88 black-owned
newspapers, agreed.

“In many cases, they see us as
another charity,” said Colander.

The 988-year-old Afro-American
was near bankruptcy a year ago.
The paper survived when the city
of Baltimore and the state of
Maryland guaranteed a $500,000
loan to ease its $900,000 debt.

Draper said the combined cir-

culation has increased to 25,500.

“‘Since 1827, when John
Russwurm and Samuel Cornish
published the first newspaper for
African-Americans, Freedom’s
Journal, the black press has
spoken out on our behalf,” Hooks'
said. *“When others ignored us, it
told our story. When others
degraded and denigrated us, it
lifted us up and projected the true
picture of a mighty race struggl-
ing against the odds to breathe,
the sweet air of freedom and.
liberty.

“Without the black press, we
would long ago have succumbed
to despair and hopelessness. The
black press would never permit

(See BLACK PRESS, P. 2)

from the many years of Briggs Hard-
ware doing business in the Raleigh
community will be on display dtring

the anniversary celebration. It was
for us to preview some of
(See BRIGGS, P. 2)



