IF YOU ARE TO SPEAK

Everybody is making speeches
these days—in the pulpit, at civic
clubs, before lodges, schools, and
other groups. Someone has jokingly
said, ‘It has got to the place today
that whenever two men meet on the
street, one of them pulls out a gavel
and calls the meeting to order.”

So many are the meetings, and so
great is the demand for speakers,

“that anyone who has attained a
degree of prominence or popularity
may be called upon to give a speech.

For those who may not have wide
experience, the following suggestions
are given:

1. Who is going to be present?
Men? Women? Young people? A mix-
ed group? Your choice of material
will depend a lot on those who are to
hear you. The Woman’s Club is in-
terested in something entirely dif-
ferent from the DeMolays, and the
Kiwanis Club from the Boy Scouts.
You will not want to preach an
evangelistic sermon to a group which
has no sinners to convert, nor would
the PTA want a lecture on
metallurgy. Be sure your speech fits
your audience.

2. What is the purpose of the talk?
Is it to inform? Teach? Inspire?

Challenge? Stir to action? Deepen -

faith? Entertain? People are too busy
to listen to speeches that have no
point to them. Be sure you know,
before you start, exactly what you
hope to accomplish,

3. Choose an interesting title. This
will create interest, arouse the
curiosity, and tell something of the
topic to be discussed. If a minister
were to announce, simply, “Faith,”
nobody would be particularly in-
terested. But if he were to choose,
‘“Can Faith Move Mountains
Today?" people would wonder what
he was going to say. Be sure you do
not mislead people by announcing
“The First Five Minutes After
Death,” and then give them a sermon
on money, liquor or gambling. They
will feel they have been tricked, and
will not trust you again.

4. Where will you get material? If
the speech is before a church group,
you will want to use (1) the Bible; (2)
a Bible concordance; (3) a Bible dic-
tionary; (4) a Bible commentary; (5)
books” of illustrations; (6) current
events; (7) history; or (8) poetry.

If you are speaking to a secular
group on a secular topic, you will find
books in the publie library written by
men who are authorities in their
field; encyclopedias will give you a
background of the past, and things
accomplished, and trade or profes-
sional magazines will bring you up to
date. You will also find that inter-
views and personal experiences pro-
vide much interesting material.

5. How will you arrange the
material? Keeping in mind the
amount of time you will have at your
disposal in giving the speech, make a
simple outline of the principal things
you have to say. You will probably
not want to have more than three or
four divisions, so they will be easy to
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ability to make people laugh, use
good judgment in your choice of
stories. You will not, of course,
cheapen yourself by telling any which
are vulgar. Neither will you embar-
rass the speaker by telling some old
joke and claiming it happened to him.
You will find that a man will make a
lot better speech if what you say
makes him feel good, instead of
throwing him into confusion by telling
thing which make him flush with
shame.

On the other hand, if you are one of |
those who are not clever in telling |

stories, don't attempt it, for the
listeners will laugh at you instead of
the stories. You can do a nice job of
introducing a speake without the
stories, and still have the regard of
all.

2. At the close of the speech, thank
him graciously for having brought
the message. If you can honestly do
so, compliment him highly, but if it
was 50 dull that people heartily wish-
ed he had never come, don't make out
like it was wonderful, for nobody
knows better than he that it was not.
Nevertheless, you can sincerely ex-
press your appreciation for his will-
ingness to be on the program. There
are very few speeches in which there
are not some fine things, and even if
the delivery was poor, you can make
him feel good by commenting, *‘I par-
ticularly like what our speaker had to
say about "

If the speaker is commonly known
to be long-winded, you might tactfully
mention before you start in on your
introduction that the meeting started
on the dot, and has moved briskly
along, so that the speaker will get in
his full time and yet the group will be
dismissed on the hour.

LINCOLNVILLE AME CHURCH
AND COMMUNITY NEWS
BY ANNIE PERRY

ASBURY—Sunday School began at
9:45 a.m. with the superintendent,
Alton Hooker, in charge. The opening
selection was 'O Holy Night.”

The Apostles’ Creed was recited by
the school. Prayer was offered by Ms.
Nellie Penny. Subject of the lesson
was “What Does Jesus Mean To
You?’ It was taken from Luke 2:8-12,
Johm 10:11-18. The key verse was
from John 10:10. The lesson was
reviewed by the school. Secretary is
Ms. Ann Isaac. Superintendent is
Alton Hooker. Pastor is Rev. Robert
L. Goode.

Morning worship began at 11 a.m.
with the pastor, Rev. Goode,
presiding, and the local elders
assisting. The acolytes lit the
candles, followed by the processional
by the choir. Prayer was offered by
Rev. Robert Goode.

The hymn of praise was *‘‘Silent

- Night.” Morning prayer was offered

by by this writer. The selection, ‘‘Go
Tell It On the Mountain,” was follow-
ed by scripture lesson and Decalogue
by Rev. Goode. The mission and
general offerings were lifted. The of-
fertory sentence was “All
Come Of Thee, O Lord.” An-
nouncements, recognition of visitors
and notices were led by Ms. Carolyn
Rogers.

Children’'s moments were
presented by Ms. Lucille Cotton.

thew and Luke 2:7 on the subject,
“What Did You Do With Your
The
Lord's Prayer was chanted, followed
by the invitation to Christian

i ip. The invitational selec-

Noonday
each Wednesday.
Prayer service is also held
:.w at 7 p.m., along with Bi-

Rhamkatte

BY LUCILLE ALSTON

RHAMKATTE—Sunday School
began at 9:30 a.m. with all classes
reporting. Superintendent Albertine
Sanders presided. The subject of the
lesson was ‘“What Does Jesus Mean
To You?" taken from Luke 2:8-12,
John 10:11-18. The key verse was read
by the school. Classes had a
45-minute study period. The adult
class was taught by Otho Kearney.
The lesson was reviewed by Thomas
Burt. The report was made by the ac-
ting secretary, Ms. Burt, and the
class closed.

At 11 a.m., Rev. A.D. Terrell spoke
from Luke 24:48, using for a subject,
“Tell the Story.” Music was furnish-
ed by the Mass Choir, with Emanuel
McNeil at the piano. Betty Duell gave
the morning prayer. The responsive
reading was led by 0.C. Kearney.
Kimberly Crutchers recognized the
visitors.

Announcements were made by
Sadie Chavis. Mini-church was led by
Lee Nipper. Altar call came from
Betty Rogers. Rev. Terrell left the
congregation with a message on how
we must put Christ back in
Christmas. God gave the first
Christmas gift. Love is action. Our
King is coming back. My God is an
everyday God. Tell the whole story.
Our love is dead without faith. Our
mission is to bring someone to God.
We need to have love and tell the
whole story.

Invitation to Christian discipleship
‘was extended. John D. Holmes.
Fleshia Mitchell and Ms. Morgan
joined the Christian fellowship. The
Apostles’ Creed was followed by the
closing.

The Christmas program was held
immediately after morning service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Watch Night service will be held at
Lincolnville Dec. 31 at 10 p.m. Rev.
A.J. Holmes of St. James, Method,
will give the meditation.

On Jan. 6, 1991, the Gospel Choir
will celebrate its 17th anniversary.

On Jan. 13, 1991, Martin Luther
King Day will be oberved. Rovenia
Coleman and Oma Singletary will be
in charge of the service,

On Jan, 13, 1991, at 4 p.m., Group
No. 2 will sponsor a play, ‘“The Glory
Road.”

Known sick and shut-in of the com-
munity are Kathleen Hemby, John
Singletary, Edna Matthews, Mary
Utley, Lola McClain, Howard
Beckwith, Walter Rogers, Jr., Ella
Fletcher, Margaret Kearney. Let us
keep praying for the sick
everywhere. God is still in the healing
business.

The senior citizens of the
Rhamkatte community want to thank
all our young people for their love and

-grace in song and gifts. Merry

Christmas and a happy New Year to
all. ;
We want to thank our girls at the
YWCA Golden Oaks for the
Christmas dinner and gifts they gave
us. We love you all. God bless you.
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SAVING
IDEAS

Recycling Worn Roads

America's roads are wearng out.
The decline of interstate highways

"#s| ' million this year. That's up 5
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industry produces a number to
types of trees for the Christmas
market. Fraser fir is probably the
most popular. There is another
tree, however, that is grown and cut
today that has been a traditional
Christmas tree since the custom of
» bringing a tree inside for Christmas
* began in the 1800s. That tree is our
native ' Eastern red cedar,

Jw«:.
it may seem a humble

tree, it nonetheless sprinkles our
fields and roadsides with its lovely
grey-green foliage and silver peel-
ing bark. There's something kind of
about an old field or hillside
dotted with Eastern red cedars.
pleasing to the eye and have a mis-
chievous, elfin feel about them that
is quite magical. '
* Qur native Eastern red cedar

is generally seen as a 20 to 40 foot
evergreen tree (although it can
grow as tall as 100 feet).

It has an upright, pyramidal

more irregular and slightly pen-
dulous as it ages. The lower limbs
die off as the tree matures, reveal-
ing its beautiful trunk with silver-
grey bark that peels in long strips
to reveal a reddish-brown inner
layer.

Easter red cedar is a dioecious
species, that is the male and female
cones are on separate plants and
both are required for fruiting. The
female cones are the fruit and
resemble tiny berries. The ber-
rylike cones have a waxy, bluish
“bloom” that is incredibly beautiful.

" A heavily frui

e g Ragmn red
entrancing hlue glow. Eastern red
cedar tends to bear heavily in alter-
nate years, so the fruit on female
trees is very conspicuous every
other year.

Eastern red cedar is extremely
hardy and is native to'all the east-
ern states of the'U.S. It will tolerate

airy, sunny
(often growing in old fields) and
does not do well in the shade.
m‘lhmdoi‘hpmbhuwm.
susceptible to bagworms; how-

hand or pesticides may
be used. Easter red cedar is also at-
tacked by a disease called cedar
apple rust, which causes the forma-
tion of galls on the branches.

The ‘disease does not really
actually be quite interesting, espe-
cially vl-hthﬁr long, feathery,
The probler is that apple and haw-
thorn trees are ‘alternate hosts of
causes severe problems with these
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. People. in nearly every state of
the union will celebrate the
yuletide with North Carolina-

Tar Heel will harvest
w-
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By Kim E. Tripp

 Nth Garolirias Christmas tree ~ It is not advissble to plant Bt

ern red cedar in the vicinity of ap

There are many

Eastern red cedar, some low and

with exceptionally blue ;

(similar to Eastern red cedar’s
Mo

Vegetative propagation
ing or layering from a tree you like.
will insure retention of the:
desirable characteristics. Grafting
is the process of {




