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EDITORIALS [=—

Happy New Year!'

How often have you heard the kum:nmnkinasoodwerydnyof
greeting “Ha New Year?” hislife.

times, of course, Withsome -  As we have said, the new year
e, it is merely a form of can offer a challenge. It is such a
greeting with equal t to challenge as reminds us of the old
‘‘good morning,”’ or “‘good even- story about the shepherd who one
ing.” With others, it is a form of day caught a glimpse through the  lam deeply
spiritual greeting, symbolizing a clouds of the place on top of a | hwmm-mhm:m dl:bﬂ:‘
new opportunity for us all. mountain where the gods dwelt. | against locating .Iw hmvi Butner
The days between Christmas The shepherd determined to 1 mmmm Nt mull. o Mmﬁw‘m
Eve and New Year’s Eve have leave his humble abode and make m"‘_‘“"'m‘-_hm sodrocen iasue and we have a
been called the season of visions. his way over the rough road to the - -

On Christmas Eve, there is the vi-
sion back across many centuries
to the beginning of the Christian
religion. On New Year’s Eve,
there comes the vision of a new
tomorrow whose days hold the fill-
ing of our wishful hopes and
dreams.

_A new year meansanewoz
portunity for all of us. It
especially a great for
those who have failed or dmbg
along the wrong way
past year. The chief thing to
remember is that the past year is
gone and all the sins and failures
that occurred during those 12
months are also gone.

The new year offers hope and
new opportunities for those who
failed or met defeat in the past.
However, we must not think of the
new year only as an opportunity to
redeem ourselves. The new year
offers for those who have been
successful a challenge. Those who
have reached the top or have gone
a long way toward the top, must
realize that the hard part about
making good is that one has to

lofty peak. With great exertion
and effort, he accomplished his
ambition. Finally he stood on the
heights and the gods con-
gratulated him on his efforts and
determination to overcome all dif-
ficulties.

The poor shepherd, exhausted,
lay down to sleep. When he awoke
he was alone in the cold mist of
the mountaintop. He caught a
glimpse of the gods now in a dis-
tant and loftier peak. He cried out
in his disappointment and a voice
called out to him saying, ‘‘Foolish
mortal, dost thou not know that he
who would dwell in the heights
with the gods must not sleep but
forever climb higher and
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Often, we have heard the wish
for a prosperous New Year. Many
people equate prosperity with
material wealth, money and

. This is a very narrow view
of prosperity indeed. Man ought to
prosper in all areas of his life—the
physical, emotional, spiritual.
Then the New Year will be a hap-
Py one.

Growing Education Crisis

Our national education crisis is
growing in magnitude with each
passing day, and will continue to
worsen unless we assert the
necessary leadership and provide
realistic budgetary resources to
improve current trends. If we
want to strengthen our nation’s
economic muscle, we must pro-
vide all sectors of our economy,
and indeed, all avenues of society,
with the best and brightest minds.

The current administration
does a lot of talking about educa-
tion, using the ‘‘politics of
children” to impress others, but
the bottom-line question we must
ask ourselves is—what resources
are we committing to our nation’s
schools and the millions of
children who demographically
will comprise a contrastingly dif-
ferent generation than we have
ever known?

Farly last year, after examin-
ing President Bush’s budget for
education, we were reminded of
that over-used phrase, ‘‘Where’s
the Beef?”’ Not only did the presi-
dent’s budget investment in
education receive a failing grade,
but it also to “‘rob Peter
to pay Paul” by
from cost-effective federal educa-

tion programs which have long
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The Homicide Of African-American Men

BY BENJAMIN F.

3. 15 percent will be physically
or mentally handicapped.

4. As many as 15 percent will be
immigrants who speak a
language other than English.

5. 40 percent will live in a
broken home before they reach 18.

6. 10 percent will have poorly
educated, illiterate parents.

7. Between one-quarter and
one-third will be latchkey children
with no one to greet them when
they come home from school.

8. One-quarter or more of them
will not finish school.

This is the challenge. These are
the young children who are carry-
ing with them to our schools the
diverse problems of our nation.
Already, new challenges are aris-
ing as children who suffered drug
exposure at birth are entering our
schools, and require special
educational attention. This trend
will continue to rise unless we
take the necessary action to pre-
vent it.

One way we can begin to change

the course is by inves
mchmb.vamﬂ;%
know tentsi ulto}hat Tsenngl'q
predisposition to learn
fwmedinﬂnﬁnffewymé
life. Under our current system of

servi
every child who
is eligible. We must also begin to
examine the needs of poor and
minority children, many of whom
are the helpless victims of factors
such as violent home en-
vironments, poor health care, and
schools without the resources to

help them overcome their educa-

tional difficulties.
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MANIPULATING YOUR WAY TO
HAPPINESS
Let's face it! When you are honest,
lovable and devoted, you usually receive a
mild emotional “slap in the face.” Your
mate thinks you are weak, takes you for
granted and stops treating you with kind-

ness. Your friends stop being considerate -

of your feelings. Your boss expects you to
do more than the other employees.
And most other people generally try to
ake you feel unhappy.

On the other hand, when you play ‘‘hard

m
to get,”” when you act mean, and when you =
push people around and intimidate them,

they treat you in a completely different
way. Your spouse becomes jealous and af-
fectionate. Your friends regard you as

gressive, and for

. qualities, In general, you get the respect

that you want.
The nice person usually gets abused, The
manipulative person gets respected.

were to
be honest, fair and kind. You were to
do unto others as you would have them do
unto you. This was to lead to
friendship and happiness because people
were supposed to be nice to you if you were
nice to them.

ness has made you unhappy instead of hap-

Call it
slon,

But this is the real world. Most people game.
think that nice folks are weak. Your kind- know

were taught, No matter how unfair it is, no
matter how much we want the “nice guy”
to win, the simple fact is that nice guys
often do not win. Nice guys are usually
taken advantage of by .the
manipulators—who are not nice, but are
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everyone else. Is it true
py. This seems so much against what you do it to them before they do it to you?
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President busn,
over the number of
the Gulf, suggested that this is merely
indication of the increased o
W.w 4‘mwim
armed forces, he concluded his remarks
by pointing to the fact that the head of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff was also an African-
American. He went on to suggest that all of
the young men were volunteers and were
not forced to join the military.

What Bush failed to admit, however, was
the fact that many of the young men who
joined the various branches of the military
did nuahﬂmt.la:dh
perceive military as a means of financin
to find * in the mil ]
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" that the Council of State vote against

wasting four to six years of their lives.
If America were truly the land of oppor-

to establish a PCB dump in Warren County several
ago. We had to condemn private Mlacm
m‘;ﬂuwmh'ﬁ% mlt::lyl wwl‘:blh

. We )
fashion even though |

resistance in the community, even to the extent that the;
Highway Patrol was called in to remove demonstrators
from the site in order that the trucks could dispose of their
PCB content. o

treated. My concern is not only for North Carolina but also
for the other four states in the regional agreement—South
Carolina, Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee. What good is'
the agreement if we cannot restrict the wastes accepted to|
those generated in the agreement states? It has beem;
pointed out that a strong desire exists among the regional
agreement states to ask Congress to establish the group as
a compact which would then allow them to restrict the
wastes. I am very s ve of this action and would be-
willing to assist in any way possible to get it accomplished..
The governor, lieutenant governor, commission
members and some of their staff members have indicated
the Granville site was!
an irresponsible action, I maintain that it was the
action we could have taken, given the
cant number of unresolved and unique eir-
cumstances. The wanted a rubber but

governor
that is not what the people of North Carolina us to

Hazardous Waste Commission, it is clera to'
me that the legislature had Mz::ii'h*
the law was enacted, since they exempted all state-'
owned ok from consideration. However, after en-
coun strong

owners, Enmnm Ium !

decided to direct its efforts to state-owned s 1
believe, tied the commission's hands, because was

not enough state-owned property eligible for
for the commission to make the best decision.

live in such a way that these words are an integ of
unmet basic needs and physical allments and ir-

that does not allow for the inclusion of those words,
On the national landscape, the threat of war that adde to
aforementioned




