By Rev. Al Sharpton
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2 “chairman 10 repudiate David Duke or George-Bush ® reptidiate David
© Duke’s support. And these people are clearly prscticing, violent racists,
-.-whereas Louis Farrakhan clearly is not. A5y
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- -media to try and reinforce this "bogey man” image on the Farrakhans of
--*Hils-world, and to make those in the black community who want to rise to
" positions of power feel that in order to do that, they must make sure thcy
distance themselves from those that dare to cry for freedom. The subtlcty
here is that if you want to advance, you've got to'have nothing to do with
liberation or liberation fighters. For that precedent to be established and
unquestioned is dangerous to black America, dangerous to white
America, and dangerous to the freedom and liberty of all people.

Mr. Thomas should admire Farrakhan because Farrakhan represents a
sclf-empowerment, self-economic, and self-sufficiency program
uncqualed by any national black leader today. It is nothing that Thomas
ought to apologize for; it is probably the only positive thing I've heard
.about him since his nomination. But the issue is not even Thomas, the
issue is the white media and white power structures continual branding of
certain forceful, aggressive, ising leaders as unacceptable, or
as some anathema that must be shunned by those who seek power and
positions and postures of influence in this society. This must be

amilaterally rejected and not accepted by all conscious, thinking

- 2 much rather see us operate across the board or not at all. When the
“Poople are not maligned for identifying with fascists like Jerry Falwell or
admilied racists like David Duke, then how can they in any way try to
e us-a litmus test a man who has taken junkies and alcoholics and
trapsformed the responsi.le family men and citizens? It would seem to
me: that if there are sore who ought to be shunned based on their
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evaluate al those who ran around and enjoyed the endorsement of the
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year prison for defr lic and
rippling off old ladies. TN A o
- B they will not be questioned for being alighed with some gospel
_ -and some religious rip-off artists, then certainly we tannot bear

 inuo postions of authority. = |
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-Tony Brown’s Cdmments
Clarence Thomas: Black Masses

Say Yes, Black Elite Says No

During my speech at the dedication of the National Civil Rights
Museum in Memphis. I asked the audience: "Which would you prefer —
a white conservative or a black conservative as the next Suprecme Court
nominee? Because you're going to get a conservative."

And if federal appeals judge Clarence Thomas is not confirmed as a
justice on the U.S. Supreme Court, a white woman or Hispanic who will
make Jesse Helms look like a liberal will likely be his replacement.
Anyway, the sitting high court is going to further erode affirmative action
and abortion rights either 6-3 or 5-4, with or without Thomas. Justice
Thurgood Marshall couldn't outvote a majority and Thomas won't either.

In spite of those facts, some in the black elite savage the nominee at
every opportunity. For example, the Harvard psychiatrist Alvin
Pouissant, whose clinical diagnosis of Thomas is right out of voodoo
psychiatry, says that because black people like Thomas were raised in
poverty, they are so angry that they displace their hostility by opposing
affirmative action. And Harvard law school professor, Christopher Edley,
Jr., called Judge Thomas a "quota” in his Washington Post op-editorial.
Using Edley’s logic, he is a Harvard quota. And on June 13, 1967,
Lyndon Johnson definitely introduced , Thurgood Marshall as his quota
when he named him as the first black to the high court.

Whatever the liberal elitists think, the regular black joe and Jane
approve of the Pinpoint. Georgia native’s nomination by 54% — for the

uncmployed, low income workers, and others. In national politics, the
Republicans had become by the 1980s an upper-to-middls class white
united front, for all practical purposes. Two-thirds of all whites, and
three-fourths of all upper class whites voted for Reagan in 1984, The
Republicans saw few advantages by encouraging the  electoral
participation of constituencies which were highly inclined to vote
Democratic. But the Democrats also had problems with black and low
income voters, for several reasons. Increased black electoral clout would
be translated into organizational influence within the Democratic Party’s
structure, which would shift the ideological axis of the party to the left.
Most white Democratic officials were convinced that the Democrats had
to move to the right, incorporating elements of the Reagan agenda into

their own programs. Consequently, throughout the 1980s the actual

influence of African Americans as a group declined within the
mainstream of both parties.

But the major probiem with integration was the widespread belief that
the elevation of more blacks or other minorities into positions of power
as a group would increase their clout.

This perspective claims that it was preferable to have a black, Latino or
woman conscrvative, rather than a white affluent male with the same
political views. This sort of "symbolic politics” in effect permits the
white corporate and political establishment to select its own "minority
leaders,” such as Linda Chavez, Thomas Sowell, Shelby Steele, and
Thomas, who have virtally no constituencies among people of color and
who vigmly. reject affirmative action and civil rights. Since the vast
majority of African American community-based leaders have little to no
nupmthmeﬁmlinbdhbmmﬂymbﬂmwaﬁngdm
and inner city black communities and representatives of the white elite,
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o "manage” the unpredictable and volatile urban masses of blacks,
Latinos and the unemployed, by elevating small numbers of nonwhites

By Tony Brown

same reason they supported and voted for Jesse Jackson for President,

although, unlike the 43-year-old Judge Thomas, he was clearly .

unqualified. The masses of blacks are proud of any black who can climb
out of a rural outhouse, outsmart racism and get nominated to the
Supreme Court,

But that hasn't stopped a black thought-police assault force from
making dog meat out of the man who believes in the twin virtues of scif-
help and black pride. Blacks may not do a lot of things well, but we have
ccm“ﬁ{ learned how 1o destroy one another.

¢ many black liberals reflect legitimate concerns, some have
resoried to whispering campaigns that portray Thomas as a fanatical

Catholic, a mindless, ingratiating conservative and an Uncle Tom. All of

this about the man who founded the Black Student Union at Holy Cross
Collcge and was an unabashed black nationalist ("Do for self,” he said.)
and an avid rcader of Malcolm X at Yale Law School.

In a USA TODAY Poll, 52% of blacks do not believe he represents

" their view (24% say he does). However, by a 54% majority, they approve

of President George Bush’s choice (17% do not). Unlike most of his
black critics, this symbol of self-help overcame a dark skin in a 1948
color-conscious black community, poverty and a vicious state-supported
segregation.

Now it's the viciousncss of another hue from many frustrated
Democratic-led liberal biack leaders and intelligentsia, the engineers of a
disastrous policy of integration, that threatens Thomas as he ascends to
become the most powerful black in America, a most unsettling reminder
of the failure of their agenda.

In his op-ed picce in The New York York, Haywood Burn,. dean of
the CUNY law school, went beyond the pale when he compared Thomas -

10 a "snake” that should be bealen to death with "a sharp hoe.” At least,
Gov. Douglas Wilder apologized for suggesting that if Thomas is

confinmed, the pope will write his abortion decisions.

Of his critics, the NAACP, divided over his nomination, has shown the

most mature leadership and (the greatest restraint. although it will
probably oppose him in the end, reluctantly.

Judge Thomas is not innocent of mistakes and deserves some criticism. :

A Confederare flag on the wall|of his EEOC office was immature and a

slap in the face of the black people who made his job possible, He is also -
wrong when he admits there is no way to bypass racism and theh rejects -

race-conscious remedies. Only reluctantly, has he acknowledged the debt

he owes to black icons such as Thurgood Marshall and the civil rights

Jovement.

And, like t00 many black professionals, he believed that he could -
_distance himself from involvement with the causes of the

community, He's paying for his detachment now because it has

distrust with the masses and gives his black political enenics a stick with

~which to beat him,
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