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MY TUNE

by

Obataiye B. Akinwole

Writing articles for newspapers
and other publications has many
perks, one of which is the ability to in-
dulge one’s musical tastes. Last week
1 celebrated a birthday. My wife
treated me to dinner at a restaurant
featuring northern Italian cuisine and
a concert featuring one of my favorite
pianists, Horace Tapscott. Never
heard of him, huh? Well, you missed
it.

Thanks to the miracle of television,
many not-so-well-known musicians
are being discovered. One of the best
lof the unknowns is Horace Tapscott.
He may also be one of the busiest.
Like most musicians, he’s a jack of
all trades. In addition to his work with
the trio, he leads the Pan-African
People's Arkestra. What began in
1959 as an artistic outlet for musi-
cians, poets and dancers, is now one
of the most frequented instrumental
preserves for composers.

The Houston-born pianist moved to
Los when he was 10 years
old. When other musicians moved to
New York to “make their mark,”
Tapscott stayed home. If you like rich
percussive piano, like Monk, like
Cecil Taylor, like Mal Waldron, you'll
love Horace Tapscott.

The concert by the Harold Tapscott
Trio was so vivid you could close your

eyes and practically see the scenes

envisioned by the composers of the
pieces featired. The pianist, who is
equally adept at playing trombone,
glided effortlessly across keys that
seemed ready for the exquisite
workmanship t!‘;a tis charac tqri::iclof
Harold Tapscott; The inflitence of alto
saxophonigg ?r&ﬁﬂ'ﬁbrﬁi‘n‘aﬂd Eric
Dolphy, trampetéf Dol Cherry and
drummer Cecil McBee are obvious.
They were all classmates in" high
school.

Of course, in any trio there are
three musicians. Tapscott was ably
supported by bassist Roberto Miran-
da, whose compact bass more closely
resembles a cello, and Andrew
Cyrille, who is probably the most
laid-back drummer I've seen in
years. Cyrille plays drums. Most per-
cussionists beat them,

One of the reasons Tapscott stays in
L.A. is, of course, the Arkestra. He is
very much into community activities.
The Arkestra plays regularly at com-
munity and city-wide events. Many
notable musicians, including Arthur
Blythe, and David Murray of the
World Saxophone Quartet, are alum-
ni of the Arkestra.

Most of us are led to believe that
trailblazers are natural
swashbucklers: Not so. Some of us
discover new worlds in pastel colors.
Such is the nature of Horace

Tapscott, . -
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Vandross will beyiz 2 major U.S. tour celebrating “Power Of Love,” the eight
consecutive platinum album of his Epic career. The first leg of the tour runs
through November 1, cuiminating in a spectacular two-night stand at the Los
Angeles Sporis Arena. Luther Vandress' new single “Don’t Want To Be A Fool,”
the follow-up to Luther's Number One R&B/Top Five Pop single “Power Of
Love/Love Power.” Written and preduced by Luther Vandross and Marcus Miliér,
“Don’t Want To Be A Fool” is aise an extravagant and moving new video directed

their realife experiences - wide
| ting thém to wrok on an .
uplifting album of future hits, with an

eye and ear focused on conquering

To that end, Full Force and the '
group opened up production chores
for the new album, and then invited
the mega-platinum team of Robert
Clivilles and David Cole (the C+C of
C+C Music Factory) to write and
produce half the album.

The album’s other six tunes were
produced by Full Force whose role in
the Lisa Lisa and Cult Jam story goes
back to jump street—and an un-
broken string of hit singles starting
with *“I Wonder if I Take You Home”'
and “Can You Feel the Beat' in 1985;
“‘All Cried Out” (1986); back-to-back
No. 1 smashes ‘“Head To Toe” and
“Lost in Emotion,” and ‘‘Someone to
Love Me for Me'' (1987);
“Everything Will B-Fine” (1988);
and, from “‘Straight To the Sky,”
“Little Jackie Wants to Be a Star,”
“Just Git It Together,” and “‘Kiss
Your Tears Away."
~ While continuing to broaden their
interests in support of the youth com-
munity whose membership com-
prises their biggest group of loyal
fans, Lisa Lisa and Cult Jam remain
true to themselves. No matter what
the obstacles, this is one group whose
dedication to making people hap-
py—on the physical and spiritual

Sounds Of Black-

~ ness Tour Along

With Vandross

LOS ANGELES *—
Perspective recording artists Sounds
of Blackness are about to embark on
a highly coveted 4-month tour with
Luther Vandross, beginning on Sept,
11 in_  Hampton, Virginia,

. "and ending Dec. 31 in Milwaukee,

Wis. Sounds will be the opening act
for the tour, which will also include
actor/comedian Sinbad as

and a special performance m
Fischer. They will also be the opening
act for selected dates with Prince in
England at the beginning of
September.

The Sounds debut album, ‘‘Sounds
of Blackness: The Evolution of
Gospel,” is an anthology of black
.music which portrays the essence of
the African-American experience
from the beauty of African melodies,
to the complexity. and depth of
and blues, rap. Ebony magazine
says, “The debut from
‘Sounds of Blackness epitomizes the'
feel-good pop gdspel music of the
'808.” Since its release in May, the’
‘album has reached No. 8 with a bullet

A&M b

'~ the heart and sound of the original graup.

by Julien Temple.

Huey Lewis And The News 5
Scheduled To Stop Here gy

The Huey Lewis and the News
““Hard At Play”’ North American tour
is scheduled to stop in Raleigh a! the
Walnut Creek Amphitheaiei' on
Saturday, Sept. 14, at 8 p.m.
Budweiser, the “King of Beers,” is
the exclusive sponsor of the tour,
which will visit more than 80 cities

Carowinds
Highlights

CHARLOTTE—The unigue
highlights of the fall season in the
Carolinas are the focus of Carowinds’
second annual Fall Festival, featured
in the park on weekends from Sept.
14-Oct. 6. .

Carowinds Fall Festival will
feature arts and crafts displays as
well as booths filled with delicious
edibles and special musical enter-
tainment. The Fall Festival will take
place in the Old World Marketplace
section of the park and will be free to
Carowinds guests.

The arts and crafts displays will in-
clude unique Carolina talents such as
wood crafting, quilt making,
Christmas season crafts and jewelry
and basket making. Authentic food
items from across the Carolinas will
be served including baked goods and

" country-style treats.
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through September 1992,

Huey Lewis and the News have
multiple grammy and American
Music Awards to their credit along
with 10 top-10 singles, including “The
Heart of Rock and Roll,” “Working
for a Living,” and “Hip to Be &
Square.” This tour is perforgned in
conjunction with the group's latest
chart-topping album, ‘“Hard at |
Play,” which features the hit single, =
“Couple Days Off,” and lates release
“Hit Me Like a Hammer." _

“‘We are excited about our partner-
ship with Huey Lewis and the News,”" =
said August A. Bush, IV, senior brand |
manager for Budweiser. ‘“The group

and their grassyoats and
roll image is a;nal wtension of
our contemporary; mariketing

effort.” PRACLERG o2 . ,: 1_. :
Budweiser has produced two +1 Fal .
30-second television commercials to | Authﬂf )} Jackson

t, te and ‘‘spread the © 3 ©y i :
e ot the Huey Lewis wur. he BOOK Raps Lawsuit

first commercial features the group = LOS AN( Calif. (AP)—The
performing their c\limlc- 8008, author of a best-selling Michael
“Working for a Living."' The second ckson biography said a $100 million
spot features their latest hit, ‘*Couple i Motown Records
Days Off.”” Both spots began airing
nationwide,on June 1, - f 5

Budweiser is not a stranger to ma-

ed in New York’s Hell's Kitchen and
still calls the turf her home. “But I 5
grew up with death around me, and
now I'm moving rapidly toward life.”
This sense of positive, life-affirming
community support has grown to be
something of a trademark for Lisa
Lisa and Cult Jam,

Following the release of “‘Straight
To the Sky” (April 1989), their third
RIAA gold Columbia album, and
rigorous touring throughout North
America, Europe and Japan—a
schedule that would’ve taken its toll
on many a band—Lisa Lisa and Cult
Jam were not content to just sit back
afterwards and watch the world go
by. '

Instead, they could be found speak- - | chang
ing to high school students on behalf  trodu
of continuing education across the
country; or filming a commercial for
seatbelt safety; or, in Lisa’s case,
becoming spokeswoman (with acter

CAROUSEL FESTIVAL—As the Carew
the names of the headiiners whe perform
no exception. Beach music fills the alr
Tams take the main stage at 5:30. “Be Y
of the great hits you'li-hear by The Driginal
stardom in the 60's and 70°s as The Tams, the
break-up in 1989. But don’t be falled by any ¢

Professionnlﬁ e
Gather At A

More than 75 professional writers
-and Southeastern artists in--dance;
music, theater, folk arts, visual arts,
language arts and history will gather 'Arts
at Athens Drive High School from 9 Coun
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 7 for the 12th -
annual Cultural Arts Festival. Spon- Fo
sored.by the United Arts Counci) of
Raleigh and Wake County, this an-
nual event showcases and presents
professional artists and writers--to-- Ca
teachers, representatives from
schools, PTAs and other booking
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Meanwhile, Full Force and Salem
were hot with UTFO and the “Ro--
anne"’ phenomenon, and were looking
for a lead singer to front a new group

'd be producing.. They already

a mﬂ-hluz'mlw
track when Lisa toc D train late
one night to:Bast for her
audition in their basement rehearsal
space. -

Workend Festival

- Starts With Fate

Fly in the face of fate on Friday the

13th. A sampling of jazz, blues and

ati6:30 p.m., Essy
the méwest downtown

..and All
That Jazz,”” presented with
88.9FM/WSHA -

Street,

Steve Hobbs and Friends
(remember his “‘Escape’ CD?);
Blues with a Feeling (the hottest up-
and-coming blues band in the
Triangle); and the Ricardo Granillo

 TALK LIVE!
1-On-1
EXPLORE YOUR
FANTASIES

1-900-786-4548

Bl GIRL
1-900-884.9995
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organizations. The event iS Open 10 - perwiw——
the public. BN T
The festival artists and writers - R

have been specially screened for par- : e :
ticipation in the Arts Education Pro- ShIT i
gram of the United Arts Council. e

_Many of their credentials include na- L
tional and international perfor- | i .

mances, and the programs they offer | 't-s
are specifically designed to supple- | -
ment North Carolina's Basic Educa- P
tion Program and to enrich the °
already existing curriculum in the T VL
schools. TR oA s
Twelve artist showcases will | . (/. .~
Mglxl;htuudaymmm e (S
m_t{:ll& and school representatives | . .
wi to he. |
rich vaﬂwty w able
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