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“%he streetcar systems that-

"~ Much of this underclass lives

all but pinned up in projects and says

eteriorating ghettos—‘‘Our
frand Of Aparetheid”’—without
any realistic prospect of escaping.
1l these blacks can look forward
is a life of inferior schools and
menial jobs (If they can get them
at all), where the only real

plight feeds the alarmingly
widespread view that whites are
plotting ‘‘genocide’’ against
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political scientist Gary Orfield
numerous studies
whites don’t differentiate among
blacks very well... If an upper-
middle class black man puts on
old clothess and heads for- the
hardware store in a mostly white
neighborhood, he’s likely to be
seen as a threat! Johnnie Roberts,
a Wall Street reporter, was
accused of shoplifting after he
brought a $600 Hugo Boss suit at
the elegant Barney’'s Men's
Clothing Store in New York City.
After Roberts produced a receipt,

blacks, or tes support for the store officials apologized, but
iﬂti*Whitem me.:sages & of insisted their suspicions were
Farrakhan and Sharpton. ‘“‘understandable.

N. C. Should Regain Mass -

BY DAVID BONK
(Guest Editorial)

Public transportation in
North Carolina has taken a back
seat to the attention and resources
poured into the state’s
roadbuilding program. - The
passage of the $9 billion Highway
Trust Fund by the General
bly in 1989 represented a
ssive commitment to building
ew roads. Of the total
ppropriated through the Trust
und only $5 million was
earmarked for ‘“public transit.”
it turned out, that money has
en spent to subsidize the
operations of the Carolinian
Amtrak  service between
Charlotte and Raleigh and for the
of abandoned railway
$orridors—not to support ongoing
statewide public w
Despite the on road
construction over the: past 50

years, North Carolina does have
istory of commitment to public
nsportation. During the early
decades of this century, the major
cities in the state, including
Raleigh, Durham, Charlotte, and
Greensboro, had extensive
Ftreetcar systems. In 1910 the
capital city of Raleigh boasted
10% miles of streetcar lines. It is
mteresting to note that public
transportation, in the form of
gtreetears, played a pivotal role in
the development of North
.Larolina’s urban centers. It was

rFsesavavessenaue

opened up land around the fringes
«'of the existing center city for
: development.
: In 1990, there were 16 publicly
- operated transit systems in the

+ 28.7 million riders. These

. state, carrying approximately
systems

: with

: ranged in size from Charlotte,
10.5 million annual

+ boardings, to Hickory, with
1 171,000. Overall, transit

‘ was up 7.2 percent over thep

. previous year. In the |
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between 1986 and 1980, stat
transit ridership rose more
10 percent,

than

and operating
transit in North

state provides no gperating funds O

and only 10

Transit Momentum

public transit services can
provide access for a wide range of
potential workers, particularly in
lower-paying*production jobs. In
addition, an efficient public
transit system could expand
opportunities for home ownership
by providing alternatives to the
dependency on the automobile.

As the larger urban areas
mature, there has been an
increased interest in developing
fixed guideway public transit
systems, such as light rail. These
systems have been seen as public
works investments that can spur
development and solve traffic
congestion. They are also being
hailed . as demonstrations of

ive planning and civic
responsibility. It is interesting
that at the turn of the century,
streetcars were also said to be
examples of progressive
government and were used by
cities to promote development
and attract new businesses.

Although these systems are not
inexpensive, they can provide the
urban areas of North Carolina
with alternatives to the suburban
sprawl of the past 30 years. The
Raleigh Outer Loop is estimated
to cost $500 million and service a
small part of the Research
Triangle region, principally
northern Wake County. This
investment of $500 million could
construct 40 to 50 miles of light
rail, easily connecting Raleigh,

Durham, Chapel Hill, and Cary
with the Resesreh Triangle Park
and RDU Airport.

Perhaps the dilemma of public
transit in North Carolina is best
illustrated by the pitfalls facing
the newly created Triangle
Transit Authority. In 1980, the
Legislature authorized the
creation of the authority to seve
Wake, Durham, and Orange
counties but did not give it any
means of raising operating funds.
It was only after a long fight
during the 1991 session that the
authority was allowed, with the

of state involved i, important; that Enloe seeks (o

nd the school has an open-door policy that :
_onc Aarages parents (o come in and gt Robert Towmsend me

Comvelved Asa inend, who had iso workerl “henel and plays hy

- at Enloe as 8 home+ singer and | p

show that

onal blacks view the § Ss§

pe King beating {
L.A.; he has to wonder if that §
could happen to him. Chicago §

The following facts are noteworthy for
the week of Oct. 20-26: ek

Oct. 20: North Carolina Mutual Life
Insurance Co. organized in Durham, 1898,

Oct. 25: Benjamin 0. Davis became the
first black general in the U.S. Army, 1940.

Oct. 26: Mahalia Jackson, gospel singer,
1911-1972.

Here we go again! It has finally been
revealed that Israel has some 300 nuclear
weapons, armed and ready to destroy
various countries in the Middle East and
the Soviet Union. "

On the other hand, the United States and
its arrogant allies from Europe virtually
destroyed tiny Iraq withi one of the reasons
given for the assault being tied to Iraq's
imminent threat of being able to produce a
nuclear bomb within the next 10 years.
Once again, we are given a clear example
of the double standard being applied by the *‘peace
United States and other European
countries towards countries of people of
color and countries of people of non-
African descent. :

A similar sitiation exists in South Africa
where blacks are not allowed to purchase
or own guns while every white person is
required by law to learn how to shoot a

b : S

‘While' UN inspectors. seized ' various
blueprints- for production of nuclear
weapons in Iraq, Israel's arsenal is not
subject to inspection or destruction. I have

in earlier articles that | strongly
feel that Israel is a mere watchdog for the
United States and other industrialized
nations who depend on Middle Eastern oil
to enhance and seeure their positions of
power in the *‘new worjd order.”

It appears quite obvious where most of
the $34 billion of US. taxpayer money
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ISTHERE A HEART IN THE HOUSE?

I invite all of you to renl the newly
released movie, "The Five Heartheals.”
to recapture a positive reminder of the
talent, indomitable will and most
importantly, the basic good nature thal
lies in the spirit of us all as Alrican- -
Americans. Especialliy note the instance
when the five young boys entered a lalent
show believing thal their talent, the rules
of the contest and the ability of the
audience to recognize lalenlt would give

hopefully never (o be repeated at at Enloe.
The principal, afler scheduling a
conference with the parent at a time when
I was with her, presented her with a policy
6520, Due Process—Student

them a fair chance and perhaps a win. This today. Remember., now, Rosa.
scene, and Lhe song they sang. is stamped Parks—"my feets are tired... I will.not .
on my heart and in my opinion needs to be  move o the back of the bus.”” o T
sung with courage and fervor by all of us Hislory does repeal itself, because the

You see, what they didn't know when they
wenl to the Lalent show was that the pianist
had been paid (o discredil their song and

respected and (e forge & posiive
relationship  between hersell and a
teacher

The parcat had heard that' being

ate purent and as an advocate. | belwved 1

could be helpful and agreed to uttend For
our beliefs we were iven o new peture, gy
new rules, a different audience than H e
ever been a part of uid i new experemce

Democrats with God. I am also careful because I'm a
Republican. And you see what to Clarence
Thomas for leaving the plantation and defying the black
thought police and their white bosses.

The Texas Times, a black weekly in Fort Worth, Texas,
warned its readers in an “Editor’s Note” below my

i

“Yoﬁmyhiwbnnuhﬂhdnwambym
Brown's column last week urging blacks to support

(See TONY RROWN, P. 8)

'MIND’S*EYE

by Agatha E. Carroo

NURTURING SPECIAL GIFTS
requires -a “special relationship with our
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14 1+'% Goad-given gifts. You truly may be grooming the
My Angelon or the president uw.’umodm.




