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African American Women 
In Defense of Ourselves 

As women of African descent, we are deeply troubled by the recent nomination, 
confirmation and seating of Clarence Thomas as an Associate Justice of the U S 
Supreme Court. We know that the presence of Clarence Thomas on the Court will be 

continually used to divert attention from historic struggles for social justice through 
suggestions that the presence of a Black man on the Supreme Court constitutes an 

assurance that the rights of African Americans will be protected. Clarence Thomas' 

public record is ample evidence this will not be true. Further, the consolidation of a 

conservative majority on the Supreme Court seriously endangers the rights of aJl 
women, poor and working class people and the elderly. The seating of Clarence 
Thomas is an affront not only to African American women and men, but to all people 
concerned with social justice. 

We are particularly outraged by the racist and sexist treatment of Professor Anita 

Hill, an African American woman who was maligned and castigated for daring to 

speak publicly of her own experience of sexual abuse. The malicious defamation of 
Professor Hill insulted all women of African descent and sent a dangerous message 
to any woman who might contemplate a sexual harassment complaint. 

We speak here because we recognize that the media ,»rc now portraying the Black 

community as prepared to tolerate both the dismantling of affirmative action and the 
evil of sexual harassment in order to have any Black man on the Supreme Court. Wc 
want to make clear that the media have ignored or distorted many African American 
voices. We will not be silenced. 

Many have eironeously portrayed the allegations against Clarence Thomas as an 

issue of either gender or race. As women of African descent, we understand sexual 
harassment as both. We further understand that Clarence Thomas outrageously 
manipulated the legacy of lynching in order to shelter himself from Anita Hill's 

allegations. To deflect attention away from the reality of sexual abuse in African 
American women's lives, he trivialized and misrepresented this painful pan of 
African American people's history. This country, which has a long legacy of racism 
and sexism, has never taken the sexual abuse of Black women seriously. Throughout 
U.S. history Black women have been sexually stereotyped as immoral, insatiable, 
perverse; the initiators in all sexual contacts-abusive or otherwise. The common 

assumption in legal proceedings as well as in the larger society has been that Black 
women cannot be raped or otherwise sexually abused. As Anita Hill's experience 
demonstrates, Black women who speak of these matters are not likely to be believed. 

In 1991, we cannot tolerate this type of dismissal of any one Black woman's 

experience or this attack upon our collective character without protest, outrage, and 
resistance. 

As women of African descent, we express our vehement opposition to the policies 
represented by the placement of Clarence Thomas on the Supreme Court. The Bush 

administration, having obstructed the passage of civil rights legislation, impeded the 
extension of unemployment compensation, cut student aid and dismantled social 
welfare programs, has continually demonstrated that it is not operating in our best 
interests. Nor is this appointee. We pledge ourselves to continue to speak out in 
defense of one another, in defense of the African American community and against 
those who are hostile to social justice no matter what color they are. Noone will speak 
for us but ourselves. 
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Hayward CA • Kakuna Kerim NYC • Audrey Kerr, NYC • Mel V Keys. Chicago. IL • Melba Johnson 
Atlanta GA • Prof Robin Kilson MA • Emily Kmes. Washington. DC • Christine King. NYC Deborat 
King Washington DC Wilma King, East Lansing. Ml • Joyce E Kmge Palo Alto. CA • Bobbie Knabie 
NJ Micnele S Krauthamer. Teaneck, NJ • Kweiismith, Washington, D C Diana lachatanere NYC 
Renes M Newton Landers. MA • Phyllis Lang. Amherst, MA Debra Langford Ella Langford Dr 
Heights OH • Natalia Lawrence. Oakland. CA • Dubra Lazard. Chicago. IL Linda Leaks. Washington 

Helen Lee, Chicago IL• Nancy E Lee Ithaca, NY*Jeanne Lenhardt• Janne S Lanharet Greenville 
Lewis, Philadelphia. PA • Lillian M Lewis. Atlanta. GA* Dr Martha Smith Lewis. Brooklyn. NY • Marva 
Mmeola.NY*LoriE Lightfoot.Chicago. IL*ShirlayLigon Oakland.CA*Prof MozelleMatsonLigongo 
Adriane Livingston Gahanna. OH Gloria Lamas. Ypsilantl. Ml Shirely A Lockery Ann Arbor, Ml 
R Long. Chicago. IL • Audre Lorde. State Poet of New York* Dorreen Loury. Philadephia, PA* W Harper 
NYC Prof. Lowe. Pace University Sandra Lowe. Evanston. IL • Prof. Wahneema Lubiano, Princeton 
Lundy Oakland CA • Beverly Lyles Suzanne Lynn. Brooklyn. NY • Dr. Ngina Lythcott. Hanover NH 
D Madison Durham. NC • Sydne Mahone Kemba A. Maish. PhD., Washington. DC Naima Maior. 
NC • Antoinette Malveaux. Chicago. IL • Julianne Malveaux. San Francisco. CA • Marianne Malveaux. 
Manzie Detroit. Ml Leslie M Marable. Ann Arbor. Ml• Maria Marable Sharon Marable MD Jamaica 

Anita Marshall Lansing. Ml Kathryn Marshall. Philadephia, PA • Paule Marshall. Richmond. VA 
Mason. Evanston. IL Nia Mason. NYC Grace Massey. Berkley. CA • Constance J Matthews. 
DeAnn Matthews Southampton MA • Traceye Matthews. Ann Arbor Ml Alma Maxwell. San 
Angeles CA • Gertrude Mays-Ashley. San Francisco.CA Ebony Mazer. Washington, DC Harrietts 
McCauley NYC Prof Paula D McClain. Charlottesville. VA • Kristi A McCloud. Atlanta. GA • Audrey 
Mi Mae McDonald. Brooklyn. NY• Deborah E. McDowell. Charlottesville. VA* Leila McDowell-Head. 
Santa Cruz. CA Lulann Mcuriff. San Francisco. CA • Geraldine McIntosh • Nellie McKay. Madison Wl 
CA*Ronee McLaughlin. Cambridge MA • Dr Jacquelyn Y McLendon-Jacqueline A McLeod, Lansing 
Raleigh. NC Janice McNeil Melnee D McPherson. Ypsilanti. Ml • Bernice McWilliams Jamaica. NY 
of AWARE (African Women s Action tor Revolutionary Exchange) • Dawn Kristin Mendoza. Ann Arbor 

Wanda Mulberry Los Angeles. CA Joyce Dianne Miller. Philadelphia. PA Judith A Miller, Atlanta 
Deborah M Mims Laurel Mmott. Lansing. Ml • Beverly Mitchell. Raleigh. NC Carolyn Mitchell. 

Los Angeles CA* Joann Mitchell. Philadephia. PA*Michele Mitchell. Chicago. iL*M Mitchell-Kernan 
Marilyn D S Monteiro. DeKaib. IL Antoinette 0 Moore. Chicago. IL • Carol Victoria Moore Gwyneth 

White Plains. NY• Shirley Ann Moore PhO. Sacramento. CA* Valerie Moore. Sunderland. MA* Caroiyn 
Manta GA Essie Mormen. San Francisco. CA • Kim Morris. Chicago. IL Maxine Morns. Charlotte 
Tom Morrison. Princeton. NJ • Bernice Morton. Detroit. Ml Mildred Morton, Detroit. Ml • Zora 

NY jarr.iiiah Muhammad. Chicago. IL • Rashiddah Jaami Muhammad • Deborah Muirhead Michelle 
Golden Murray Washington. DC Anya Nayaa Muse. Oakland. CA* Daphne Muse. Oakland. CA• Pam 
Atlanta GA* celia E Naylor, Durham, NC* Lydia A Nayo, Los Angeles. CA Winifred White Neisser 
NC Diane Newby Mt Pleasant Ml Nia Collective, Lesbians of African Descent. Oakland. CA Louise 
Charlotte. NC Melissa Nobles. New Haven. CT • Pat Norman. San Francisco. CA* Henri E Norris. Esq 
NY Patricia 0 Neal, Ogden. Utah Paula Odellas. NYC Prof Cheryl Johnson Odtm. Evanston. IL 
Washington D C Margo Okazama-Rey San Francisco. CA Karyn Olivier. Brooklyn NY Adhama 

Karen Osborn Brooklyn. NY • Mary Johnson Osirim. Bryn Mawr Janice Hamilton Outtz. Lanham. 
Carol Page. PhD Washington D C Helan Page. Leominster. MA* Jo Katherine Page, Holliman TN 

Alice J Palmer Springfield. IL • Saku Papmo Mary Alice Parker. Ann Arbor. Ml Angela Parks. RN 
Eva Jefferson Paterson San Francisco.CA* Patricia S. Mill Chicago, IL* Stephanie L Patrick. Canton 
Berkely CA Tiffany R L Patterson. Atlanta. GA Mynam Pauillac. Chicago. IL Tanya Paxton MA 
Richmond VA Prof Patricia Pearson • Starr Pearson. St Lours, MO • Gayle Pemberton. Princeton. 

Margo V Perkins Washington. D C. • Helen Perry NYC • Renee Perry. Ithaca. NY*Terry Person San 
Vemta Peyton Raleigh. NC Cathy D Phelps Denver. CO Valecia Phillips, Brooklyn. NY Lasha 

Pores, CMcago. X • Prol Dun* M. PindarhughM. Champaign Urtara. IL EH«n E Pindtrhughes PhD Judy Pitchtord Philadephia PA Lisa Pitt. Brooklyn. NV Brenda Gail Plummet. Madison Wl Annie Randolph Pollard. WykotTNJ; Dr 
■ Porter, San Francisco, CA* Yvetto Porter. NYC • Yvonne Portae. Orange. NJ • Kimberly 0 Poeev. Atlanta. GA Rita Poussami Netnersoie Boston MA*D Lisa Powell Los Angeles.CA* Joyce B Powell. San Francisco. CA • Francme Price, Oakland 

CA • Sandra Pringle Harriet Pritchett, Washington. DC • Vinesaa D Protluo, Atlanta, GA • ftahman Oyanah. LIttlonia. GA • Cynthia Quartarman. Ally. Alexandra. VA • Libby Quean • Anita Brookt Quick. Oenver. CO Helen Quigless Tarboro NC Sheila Radlord-Hill. Chicago. IL • Latoma R Raines • Penny RaWon. Amharal. MA Helen Ramsaram 

NYC* Juke M. Randolph • Barbara Raneby. Oak Park. IL Waltye Raahulala. Raioigh. NC • Stwka M. Rawk. AdaMa. GA • AOht Ray. Chicago. IL • Martha Razo • KimOtrty Redd Ann Ardor. Ml Lisa Redd NYC* Renee Redd Chicago il Hee Dr Linda Reed Chariottesvill*. VA • Martha Reeve. Cambridge MA*Vtl»nca Ream. Cleveland OH 
• Ann Lyndell Reid. Oakland. CA • Pamela T Raid. NYC • Or Patricia Rttd-Bookhari. Pomona. NJ. • Seat ReynoMe. San Fronctoco. CA • Gina Mwdae. Brooklyn. NY • Prof Jane Rhodes, IN • Or Silva Rhue. Los Angeles CA Lauren Rich Saline Mi Bobbie Jeen Richards. Brooklyn. NY • Johnetta G. Richards Prof Sandra L Riclurds. Evanston 

IL • Yvttte Rlcharda. Brooklyn. NY* Angola D. Richardson, Atlanta. GA*8lsnchs A. Richardson. San Fronctoco. CA* Julian Richardson. San Francisco. CA'Markyn Richardson. CamOridge. MA • Raye G Richardson San Francisco CA* Dawn Richberg Ann ArOor Ml • Beth E Richie Sandra Ridley CamOridge. MA* Dr June Arden Ridley Highland 
Pk, Ml • Shamara Riley. Urbana. IL* Faith Ringgold, NYC* Lake Rivara. San Francaco. CA • Sandra Rivete. NYC * T. Rota G. Roane. Ann Arbor. Ml • Thorun Robel. Seattle WA • Claudia N. Roberts. Southfield Ml* Verona A Roberts Detroit Mi LaVonne Robert* Jackson Y sslilngton. DC • KHtanze NuriRobini LoeAngeles.CA*Di Beverly 
J Robinson. Lot Angeles, CA • Carta J Robinson Atlanta GA • Carol T Robinson. Cambridge. MA*CStritMa Noblneon. PtutodeipMt. PA • ElHi Robmson. San Francisco. CA* Elmira Robinson Berkley CA • Gwendolyn keita Robinson Chicago il ■ Janice S Robmsuntoewark NJ* Jams Roblraon. Chicago. X* Kalian Robinson. Convent Station. 

NJ*MicheleRoblnaon.Oakland.CA*ShailaRobinson.r* 
---- --- -*— 

Mary Romero. Eugene. OR Brenda Romney • 

Ryan. Brooklyn. NY • Sonia Sanchez. Philadelpnia. I 
H Schopler Clopel Hill. NC • Ethel Long Scott, Oal 
Leslie Shaw. Atlanta. GA Nina Shaw; Lot Angeles I 

GA^**N iisn^Sindab*NYC>*S^tsriS^slerOrgarkzanon^Vndadepnia^PA Ksm7sls^nierEvsnrt^L~Roisli!idSl&’sts5”Chttgo"L "liwwvet^ioM-HuntiK.'oiKnq. CA* CnroiineSioane • Dorothy Admails Cleveland Heights o’h •"Stephanie Smallwood. Durham, NC • Diane C SmlNy Campui Mmialtr. ''‘Psilantr MI ‘Anna Oe vers 

Smith Cambridge. MA Barbara Smith. Albany. NY • Dr Betty Parker Smith BtendaV Simm. Washington. DC • Mgtl M Smith, Atlanta. QA • Caroline Jackson Smith. Obtrkn. OH • Charlene M. Smith. PtyD • Clare Denise Smith, Cnicsgo. IL • Emily Hillard Smith Faith Smith. Durham NC "Jean A Smith Inglewood. NJ ■KartonaSmlth.Atlantt. 
GA • Karen Smith • Karen Michelle Smith, Iowa City. IA Kimberly Y Smith, Ann Arbor. Ml • Lucy SmKh. Chicago. IL • Parnate Smith. MetauW LA • PNna Smith. Ann Alter. Ml • Prol. Valeria Smith. Loa Angelas. CA Rev Susan K Smith Columbus OH Shefloia Smith, Garay IN FL •htaC ̂ Srnlte^HotkW^. TX^Tbeoclore Smith Gamivnie. 
FL Vickie Smith. Washington, D.C. • Thealits Smith-Monroe. Raleigh. NC • Geneva SnUtherman. East LanatngNk • Pamela Snowden. Ally.. Loa Angeles. CA • Frankie Spearman • Hazel Spears Princeton. NJ Frsdya Hill Spelman Atlanta GA Prof Mural Morney Spencsi. Philadelphia PA* Marten ASpsmtt. CmnctnmttlJlH^P tone Spawn, 
West Libyans. IN • Sylvia T Spottswood. Richmond. VA • Kimberty Spnngar. Ann Arbor. Ml • Jennltor Stanley. Chicago. IL • Yvonne M. Stoato, Brooklyn! NY • Kathryn SMI. CMcago. IL • Prol Madelon Delaney Stem Riverdale. Nv V Yvetta Stephens Atlanta GA Cheryl Stevens Rosljrn Savins •Lillian A. Jtovart.jtoktonO. CA • Loyce Stews r^ 
Buffalo. NY • Pamela Stewart. Oakland. CA • Robbie S. Stewart. Jackson. MS • Robin Stillman • Karri Stokes. Maria. GA • Twiya Shaker. East Orange NJ * Ntooto V. Strange. Attonto. GA • Ida V Strickland San Francisco CA • 

Harper Sumter. NYC • Dr Sharon E. Sutton. AIA. Ann Arbor. Ml • Margaret Swanson • Marguka Sykes. WaMUneton, X • CtcMy N TPM. Attonto. SA • AquHe Talmadgt. NJ • 
X* Sums Tayana. Chicago. IL • Andrea E. Taylor, Ann Arbor Ml • Beverly Taylor. Sacramento. CA*CamMtoTairioi,ltoalNike.TN*Uto Taylor. Santa Barbara. CA* Hilda Tw 
Roslyn Tarborg-Ptnn. Baltimore. MD • Carolyn Terrell. NYC • Esther Tarty. Amherst, MA • M A Tarty. NYC • Deborah P. Thaedo. Okemos. Ml • Marl# A Theard • Makani N. T 
Thomas • Patricia Thomaa. NYC • Shirely Thomas. Orange. NJ • Batty J. Thompson. Milwaukee. Wl • Oorma M Thompson. Durham. NC • Dorothy Shew Thompson, tatotgh. 
Sacramento. CA • Harriet Thornton. Loa Angeles CA • Elunor Thurman. CInntoiaM. OH • Sandra Tignor. Ua Angetoe. CA* Gayle M.TWar • IronsTktoton-O'Connor • Barbara 
HatonToppina. Brooklyn.NY*NhangaTguro.. 

~ 

Hkeoto Tamrat. Urbana. IL • Nancy Tarn. Austin TX 
'aylor. Oakland. CA • Kyra J.P Taylor. Washington DC 

• Dr MannaMeccsSullivan NYC-NicoleSullivan,Ourham NC*ZneanyaSullivan.Atlinti.GA*JinanN,Sumler• Radah 
Dr Gayle T Tate Bloomington in Katherine Tate. Berkley. CA • Leona Tata, Atlanta. GA. • Cleuda Tati. Washington 

-Dr Monique M Taylor Los Angeles. CA Nancy J Taylor Madison Wl • Or Bonita TaylOf-Ewerl, Charlotte. NC Prol 
N. Thernba. San Francaco, CA • Betty# Collar Thomas. Phiadelphia PA Deborah A Thomis. NYC Dane Thomes Chicago. IL "Felleli Thomit. Topeka, KS* Linda MacDonald 

ugh. NC • Ellina Thompson. Ann Arbor. Ml • Karan Thompson Chicago IL Mary Frances Thompson Los Angelas. CA* Carolyn I. Thornton. Ourham. NC • Or ShKtay Thornton 
W.IWW...WW-VW...W.-~.bara Todd, Chicago. IL* Dr Deborah L Toler Boston MA*Der.se£ Tolliver Chicago, il ■ GwynneTomlan NYC • Tom Morrison. Pnncaton.NJ* tonatM.Tooley. Detroit Ml 
to Amatos. CA • Lares Troajan. NYC • Stacey Triplett. Cambridge. MA • Dentae Troutman-Robmson Vicki L;nn Tuck Cambridge MA * Jennifer Tucker Washington DC Kay A. Tucker. DeMand. CA • KntHs G Tucker Ann ^ Washington OC * Easahs M. T fiytor * Sriktoy Traytor, NYC * Caret Trobki. Loa Ar I. ...w.-. n.w ^»VF ■ *pmi»»y», w. vwmmw ■■wMi,..«n-„wni.»mi w.v«. -- 

__-_.,u. c ____n 

Arbor Mt* M. Belinda'Tuckar, PhD. Agoura. CA«Canjle Turner. Atlanta. OA*Etoanor Tumtf. New Rochada. NY»MootTumat. Emnalon. Il»Sharron V. Tumor«Of. SMroty Turpln-Paiham. Phhadalpna. PA Francme Wmddance fwme. Berkley. CA Mama lo.s Twme Chicago..11.*'Whitney'TymanMy. WC • Emilji Tynai w*^'"«t°",^ 
Ayana Udongo. Chicago. IL • Gina Ulyaaa, Ann Arbor. Ml • Elaine M. Upton. Arlington VA• Dr. Kton Vane, FI• SaMytou Vatontlna• Lynda) E. Weughn, Attonto. DA• Anna F. Boyd Viughn-Cook. Washington. DC • Mara Velez NYC Joann Via Raieign NC Linda Viilarosa Brooklyn NY tonics L Vtow. Wathinglon. DC* Dane K Yincent Atljnto 

GA* Snoslona VogtLOakand, CA • Audrey Wade. Danville. VA • Cheiyl L. Wads, NYC • Cynthia Y. Wads, kvkigton, NJ • Joyce Wade. Oak Park, IL • Valtorie 0. Wagner, Lbd Angetot. CA • JamMah Wahaed Pro) Gloria mu. Somerville MA Ruin Walden Nvl •Alice Walker San Francaco CA* Ida Water. Bowa.MD* Lnla R Walker. MO 

Chicago, IL • Ritocca Walker, New Haven, CT • Rebtcca Walker. San Francaco. CA* Rttna Watoat, NYC* Cheryl A WMMtow Iruntwtok. NJ • Janet Wattoct • Mtohato WMaca. Brooklyn. NY • Phyla# A Wallace Boston MA Lillian Wailei Aioany NV Delores M Waders Stockton DA • Francaa Matthews Ward •Charlene Ward Jersey City. 
NJ • tonia Victims Ward. Ed.O, Phlladtlpha, PA • Mary Ruth Warner, Newark. DE • Kathtosn Z Warren • Moaaaaha N. Warren, Am Alter. Ml • Marinn Hammonds Warrington, PMtodalnhia. PA • Adande Washington Rev Los Angeles. CA Or Cilie Washington Manna Oal Rey CA • Elsa B Wuningttm NYC • Fsy Wuhlnglon • Joy N Washington 
Watlingford. CT • Margin! Waahington Ithaca, NY * Mary Helen Wsshlngton. Washington. X»Motto WHtmton, SrtebM. NY* PMrtcto Am WMMngton. Binghamton. NY • Ruth (Sandy Wuhington. St.Louls. MO • Tyona Washington Brooklyn NY * Vicki Wssmngton-Sprmil Madison. Wl Rum Water. Alttdaru, CA Psmea WWW, San 
FranclKO • Carman Watkins • Donna Watson. Tucson. AZ • Lana Walton• Maty CotoWatson. Ctovatond HMomToh • Stoto Senator DtoM E_Watmn. Los Angttol. CA • Thelma Watson • Sarin N Watte Atlanta GA • Alice Weaihers. Evansville. IN • Avnl L Mow Wesihers Eysniion. IL MiryinniWsnttera.San Fronctoco. CA •Rwah'nWwvar 
IL • June E. Webb. CIKcago, IL • Marion R Webb. Chicago. IL • Melinda Waakta. Brooklyn. NY • Ruth Wllkto Waahtngton. Amharot, MA* Ooma Rota Wetma. CMcago. IL • Yvonne Wtlten. Chicago. IL • Cherysse Annette Weichar, San francaco. CA • Pal Wellington. MA •Valerie Wesley UpperMonlcgir NJ«Martha l.Wnirtom AmnertLMA 
* Emma V. Wheaar. ArmArbor. Ml • Lae Dime Whit#. Atlanta. GA • Adrienne E. WMto. CMcago. X • ieeilda Ctodterm WMM. McMnondVA • Corntel WMt. Attonto. GA* Deborah Gray Whitt. Chtttar, NJ • Evelyn While. Cambridge. MA • Marvi While. Butler L • vaneida Whin ^SanFrondted. CA• AnnateiWWtt^ordon * Wlmhad Whlta; 
NOtr Los Angatos. CA • Mary Hope Whltehead-Lat, San Diego. CA • Collette Whitlock. NVC*Btort« Jackson Wklttlklt. MO. Amharot, MA* Prol Margaret S. WKkanon. Berkeley. CA • Donna R. Wdkina, Attorney • Or Leona B Wilkins. Chicago IL • Tammy Williams Hillside, NJ*Adtolla WillumaNYC • ProfAktett WBIama. SwirthmoiPA 
•/Maori Wlliamt. Brooklyn. NY • Arlane E Wkllams, Chicago IL • Constance W. Wlklamt. BtImontNM • Evelyn WMtonto. NYC • Otorto E. WMOma, Loa AngtOt. CA • Oman Rtntt Wkttomt • Linda Faya Wiliams Coiage Park, MD • Loretta J. Williams PnD JamaicaPtiine. MA • Lyticha S Wilkamt Atlanta. GA* Maurron WNIams-Myra Wntoms 

Oakland, CA* Nttke WHItamt. NYC • Nicole Wlktama. Atlanta. GA • Ora Wllkams. PhO. Qtotbo. NJ • Patricia J. Wkhtme. Ntodtaon. Wl • PeyeheAtetkama. Coktgt Parti. MD • Rhonda H. Wlklamt. Tikomt Park. MD • Roane Williams. Los Angeles CA Shirely Mniender WHIgms San Friigiyo. CA. Vatane WmarnsBrooklyn, NY * Sirin Wlllq, 
Wittrvdta ME • Joanne Wllia, Chicago. IL • Judy Willis. Atlanta. GA • Linda Wilks. Am Altar. Mt • Prof. Jan Wkkt. MMdtotoam. CT • Fnnekte Wkeon. Am Arbor. Ml • Judith Wkaon. Chtriottatvlia. VA • Rhonda Wilton Marti Wilson-Taylor Brighton MA • Diana Wiltahire^BoatonMA • Clittonta Wimteriy Raleigh NC Angeta M Wlnand, Ann 

Arbot • Prof Adrkmne K Wing. Iowa City. IA • LWong. New York City • Jocelyn Ann Woodard. CMcago. X • Media Woodard. Madtoon. Wl • Rhonda Woodard. Evanston. IL • Barbara Wooden. Dattraham. LA • Cheryl Woodruff NYC Wendy A Milter Woods Ann Arbor. MJ • AayruWi»ai-Buiano*CTWooO«-Poweil. Oumam, NC* ImamWoody 
• /Stone IllSoiiw, PhUadalphto PA • Marian Wortell-ldik. NYC • LOa Sttwart Wrice • Bamtca WrigbuSIitodO. X • Jacguaknt WrigM • Jain F Wright. Imlawood. CA • MaxkoWright • Patricia Maria Wright, Annandale. VA Soma Wright San Doge ------ 
PA • Linda Wright-Fuker. Laurel, MD • Gail Elizabeth Wyatt. PhD. Lot Angatos. CA• Barbara A. Wyndar. EaeiDtorok. Ml • Jim Wytkigtr. San Fronctoco. CA* Em YaaAtantowaa. NYC• Eka Games Yates, Attonta. GA • Melvtna Young Monica Young m 

io CA • Stephana Wright, Chicago IL • Svlvq A. Wright. Dorchattar. MA Syhra Wright. Philattolpha. 
rbana. IL • Ratra Zatar, Ann Arbor Ml • Anacela Ztnttks. Sttnlord CA • Deborah ZuOal, PhUadtphta. PA 

This ad represents a grassroots initiative of the 1603 women of African descent whose names appear herein. We also thank the hundreds of people of conscience-women and men or differing 
racial and ethnic backgrounds-who have contributed to make our statement possible. We welcome contributions to help defray the cost of this ad and similar ads in African American newspapers. 
We would also like to hear from those interested in establishing a progressive network among women of African descent so that we may more effectively make our voices heard in the future. 
To send contributions or communications, write African American Women In Defrnse of Ourselves, 317 S. Division St, Suite 199, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104; or phone our Chicago voice mailbox (312) 918-2702. 


