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| chlldr;n Have to Be Taught

'About Racial Prejudice

~ America has always cherished
| individualism, and it’s
often said that values are best
taught in the home. These are
noble ethics. They nourish self-
reliance and protect the family
from government. But we are no
longer a frontier society, and the
way we get along with each other
is vital to our economy as well as
our mutual peace of mind.
Unfortunately, the home does

. not always reflect the most posi-

tive values, as one may learn
through the news media, by
watching television talk shows or
just by getting into a conversation
with someone on a public tennis
court.

But no race has a monopoly on
prejudice.

Many black children learn to
emulate their parents’ hostile
attitudes toward whites, which
will burden them for life. Racial
slurs uttered by black youths
against whites are just as pro-
vocative as displays of bigotry by
whites. And when the hostility is
mutual, the results can be explo-
sive. ;
the learning atmosphere of
schools and rob our young people
of the background of knowledge
they need to take their place in
American leadership. Also, racial
{ension must somehow end if we
are to eliminate friction and vio-
lence not only in the schools but
alsoon the streets.

Children aren’t born preju-
diced. Instead, they learn racist

attitudes from those closest to
them.

It’s human nature for people to
project their faults and idiosyn-

crasies onto others. Having simi-

lar backgrounds, interests or
characteristics with others in
one’s own group, tribe, nation or

race can help instill a sense of — e

community in those of a common
background.

A sense of commuonity is won-
derful, but attitudes which sup-
port it should not exist at the
expense of the need others have
to be accepted by society as a
whole. True community does not
divide people. It brings people
together. True community is not
exclusive. It reaches out to in-
clude everyone, even those who
have been shunned.

Racist thinking must be taken
seriously for all the harm that it
can cause individuals. People
with racist attitudes often do
more than just think about their
ideas. Sometimes they lash out
with words that cut others to
their very souls—fighting words.
The problem is common in junior
high and high schools across the
country as young people act,
tragically, on the values taught
by their parents.

It's good to teach children to be
assertive in ways that protect
them. If children can be taught to
be assertive enough to say no to
racism, they will protect them-
selves from doctrines which are
destructive not only to them but
to society as a whole.

By Chuck Stone

“The tumult and the shouting dies,
the captains and the king's depart’
Another judicial orgy comes (o an
epd, once again raising questions
aboul Lhe quality. the economics and
the ethmeity of justice

The year 1991 wili be remembered
for two of the most explosive hack 1o
back trials involving the moral crod
bility of two women  Anuta F 1Ll
and the Palm Beach woman who ac-
cused William Kennedy Smith of
rape.

Make ro mistake about i, aithungh
Amta Hill was a witness at a hearing.
Senate Republicans, particularly Or-
rin Hatch and Arlen Specter, put her
on trial and treated her as if she were
a common criminal. What sins are
committed in the name of petly
partisanship'

But the trial of William' Kennedy
Smith also put the criminal justice
system on trial. All of the participants

- — the alleged victim, the aceused, the
prosecutor, the defense attorney and

the judge — were forced to swimina

turbulent ocean of media sharks.
Yet, despite all of the media’s
cesses in its coverage of both
Thomas-Hill hearings and the
dy Smith trial, democracy is al
ﬁe;l-:ed Imtthe when its functions are
up to widest public scrutiny.
(You'll note that I referred to “Kmun)i
dy Smith.” Had his name been Wil-

i

. liam-Kropetkin Smith, media cover- "¢

age of the trial would have been

. limited to two paragraphs on page
eight of the local Palm e
newspaper.)

|

Hill, Smith, Hinckley an

My wife (a no-holds-barred woman-
isti and | had identical reactions to
Thomas-Hill and Smith — Thomas
hed Hill exaggerated and Smith was
not guiity beyond a reasonable doubt,

Nul Smith was endowed with one
advantage shared by John Hinckley,
the would-be assassin of former Pres-
wlent Reagan - a family of behe-
mothian wealth. Both families were
able to employ the most skilled de-
fense attorneys accompanied by a
fortress of forensic and psychological
experts

Unce again, we were tragically re-
minded of the extent to which justice
in America is a function of economics,
class and ethnicity.

In most of America’s city jails, at
least 50 percent of the inmates are
there because they cannot make bail.
This discrepancy between rich and
m hr:“m in unevetti treat':lnaem a:

rings. Except for a charge o
murder, bail is usually automatically
of fered. But for many poor families (a
hlaeh. ite number of which are

or Hispanic), posting a security
of 10 percent to sgcmﬁre a bond of
$10,000 is an economic impossibility.
For many poor defendants, that kind
of is excessive bail and in vio-
lation of the Eighth Amendment.

Many Americans mistakenly be-
lieve they have the right to a fair tri-
al. They don't, unless they can be as-
sured that fairness encompasses an

portunity to make bail and the ab-

sence of residual racism and

classism. "
Juries, judges and prosecutors are

d justice

human, Thheg are lnfoeudwm the
same psyc

neighbors and peers. I think it's
hyperbolic or unreasonable to

that had Anita Hill been white,
wealthy and a member of a
nent family and that had
Kennedy Smith been black, and
the member of a nmdua‘lpt family,
the Senate would have rejected
Thomas and Smith would have been
found guilty.

In this a revelation? Of course not.
Given the kind of transformation this
nation is embracing in the Reagan-
Bush era, classism, racism and sex-
ism are becoming as American as ap-
ple pie.

Wealth, of course, does not auto-
matically assure a finding of not
guilty, as Ivan Boesky and Michael
Milken w.il attest. Cae can only ﬁ

their

-

ulate how much more severe
sentences would have been had
wealth not been able to employ the
best defense lawyers that money can
buy.

In the cases of Hinckley and Smi
money, economics and race made the
crucial diﬂemncef > And American jus-
tice is or it.
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ERNIE'S
WORLD

BY ERNIE JOHNSTON, JR. ;

BY ERNIE JOHNSTON, JR.
ECONOMY IS LOOKING BLEAKER

The Bush administration would have America to be-
lieve that the economy is looking good, that everybody is
able tobuy what they want toand that everythingis on the
upswing. .

That's a lie.

But then here is the latest. The president, in a recent
news account, admitted that people are having a hard
time and he based it on his conversations with people
across the country. Big deal—now he is realizing that
people are having a difficult time.

All one has to do is pick up the newspapers and read
about companies that are laying off their employees,
buying out their workers, giving employees early retire-
ment while many companies and businesses are simply
folding their tents and declaring bankruptcy. ;

- Onecase ion pointis the demise of Pan Am Airlines last
week which puts a dentinto the number of carriers flying
in the sky.

And not to mention the newspaper business which is
teetering on the brink of disaster with many going out of
business, many cutting back on their employee load and
others (cities with two newspapers) are merging.

Soitisno wonder thatin New York City, homeless men -

and women station themselves at the end of ticket booths
holding their cups waiting for those who have Just pur-
chased their subway tokens to drop excess change into the
container.

Stop Asian Bashing In The
United States

BY BENJAMIN F. CHAVIS,
JR.
Guest Editorial
American racism feeds its per-

- petuation by fostering negative

racial stereotypes concerning
peaple of color. Since the Dec. 7,
50th anniversary commemora-
tion of the military attack by
Japan on Pearl Harbor, there has
been an alarming increase in inci-
dents of racial violence against
Asian-Americans and Pacific Is-
-inracial violence is part of what is
‘This form of racism involves

uch more ndom acts of

mic

I i{- t ; . - ;‘d bl ! l . d
Asian descent. It is as if the
of

racist. Racism is a complex phe-
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nomenon that is nurtured over a
period of time by the use of stere-
otypes and the spread of igno-
rance.

Japan and the Japanese people
are now being caricatured as
“demons” not to be ever trusted
because of the “sneak attack” on
Pearl Harbor. Some U.S. auto-
makers were even running televi-
sion advertisements stating, “We
lost Pearl Harbor, but today you
can stop the destruction of our
values and society: Buy American
automobiles.” It was also re-
ported that a recent PBS televi-
sion program on this issue ended

with an American manufacturer -
. pleading for a “Desert Storm” for -

the economy against Japan.

on ‘there The Washington-based Center
ectful report that seeks tocriticize Japa-

nese financial contributions to
U.S. colleges and universities.
The study emphasized, “For their

by
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L Dr. Charles W. Fanl_klgqi: -

This is something that only happened in the African-
American areas such as Harlem or a Bedford-Stuyvesant
in Brooklyn, but now it has moved into the midtown and
the more affluent areas.

Every day, the homeless population across the country
gets worse and worse. The way the economy is going,
every one of us are one step away from being out on the
homeless roles.

And every time we read about the Bushes vacationing,
playing golf or flying away, we have to think about the
poor families that do not have food on their tables or the
men and women who are standing on the unemployment
lines getting unemployment checks but still have a burn-
ing desire to find a job but can’t because of the tight job
market.

And then when we read about the Donald Trumps
moving about the cities in their stretch limos, shopping for
Christmas presents and staying in luxurious hotels, there
has to be something wrong with this country where, as
they say, “the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.”

And the colder it gets, the more you see the doorways
of busineases being guarded by people without homes.
They have no place to go at night and their bedroom is a
cardboard box with tattered blankets, clothing and other
material covering them to keep them warm under the
elements.

And as the situation worsens, the more people you are
going to see standing at those ticket booths holding cups
in their hands and begging people to give them change.
highmduﬂuns vt;non:i producfh!us alsoreached an all-time

ng these times of economic depression. People
have begun to sell such items ranging from chewing gum
topencils just to make a buck and just tomake ends meet.

The good thing about it is that the vendors stand a
chance of making a buck because their products are often

cheaper than what is found in the stores. :

And nowadays, people are looking for bargains to beat
the escalating high costs that's against paychecks that
don't go too far.

listen to ﬁﬂmt kinds of music during thé holidays: If

BY DR. CHARLES W. FAULKNER
BE CAREFUL (AND HAPPY) THIS CHRISTMAS
; ljhemlsmmthanommh-wmliﬁ_ﬁh‘imﬂﬂl
Christmas season. You probably won't dis in'a horrible
automobile accident. But there are many other dangers
_qu'jm whﬁ‘mm- 4 I > : ey
they can to convince (trick?) you buyi. m:m:dw‘ e
item that you don’t need oryor:n'th @ nice
Christmas musicthat you hear in everystore, sven at fast.

-food restaurants, is maki sad ’ .
that you wil want to buy Christmas pressats for svery.
- one=—svan your enemties Ifyou Gl S talg et
_ you might be in serious debt (unnecessary debt?) for
. months or years to come. This is the cause of major

-~ ~deprossion, after Christm s, for millions of Americans.

Here are a fow tips: S '
1. 8et spending limits. Don’t by - m "
afford. Remember, you will have hhﬁf.'mxm

mas is over.

2. Wait until after Christmas to buy presents. There -

will be many sales. ¢ ;
. 3. Instead of spending a fortune in pstage and Chirist-

happ
music makes you :'a_qd,"g'.im'ld it. Or,

_ - believe in ghosts and superstitions
%, use the telephone to wish many of your friends.

you use this baa,utiﬁgl_ﬁmaic, now, as an emotional crutch

 tokeep your spirits up, what will you use after Christmas,

cially on Saturday mornings, are intended to brainwash
little children so that they will drive you crazy until you
buy the advertised itern, The commercials are not aimed

.t you, they are aimed at your impressionable kids. Why
theirintelligence

not buy them presents that willimprove the

‘and that they will find interesting enough to play with

“"_E,mpgwa uw-n&'mum?m

your eating habits, so that you can go nto the new
ter in weight, n vier. “This is Christmas so

8. Tell your children the truth about Christmas—and
about Santa Claus. If you do not want them togrow up and

s) and to have fears and
phobias, you should tell them that Santa Claus s actually
a myth. A fairy tale. You should not lie to your children.
Tell them the truth.

9. Now, have HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

" (SeeEDITORIAL,P.10)




