Black History Month: Time to Help

BY WALTER E. FAUNTROY
Guest Editorial

As we celebrate Black History
Month, 1992, and honor the expe-
rience and achievements of black
people in America, let us include
in our celebrations homage to the
experiences and achievements of
blacks in Africa and elsewhere in
the diaspora, Let usinclude in our
program for progress, increased
assistance for blacks in South
Africa, elsewhere on the conti-
nent and in the diaspora,

For eéxample, we cannot let the
month of February pass without
celebrating the dramatic release
of Nelson Mandela from prison,
two years ago, Feb. 11,1990, after
27 years of confinement in South
Africa for his uncom Y
resistance to apartheid. The

streets of American cities were i

flooded with those who shared in
the ecstasy of black South Afri-
cans who pledged their continued
support to end apartheid and its
tentacles.
Mandela reminds us in a recent
letter which he sent to Congress-
man Dymally (D-Calif., chairman
of the House Subcommittee on
Africa) in honor of Black History
Month, that the struggzle against
apartheid is not yet over, and
even when it is over, the struggle
against the deprivations and in.
equities which are the legacy of
apartheid will necessarily con-
tihue for many years. For ex-
ample, the lives of millions of
black South Africans hang in the
bdlance as a result of wretched
add pervasive poverty occasioned
by the immoral South African
system of apartheid. As a result of
L%a racially oppressive system,
8% percent of black South Afri-
cdns who live in the homelands
life in abject poverty, with no
efpctricity, no plumbing, no tap
water, diseased and malnour-
ighed. P : '
n Mandela’s letter to' Rep.
ally, he cites some additional
ifying statistics about the
ht of black South Africans:
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is 9.2 years but for blacks is only
two years; that there is one doctor
for every 400 whites but only one
doctor for every 90,000 blacks;
that average monthly income for
whites is $950 but for blacks only
$190; that there is an immediate
need for two million homes to
house those who must now live in
cardboard shacks or worse, i
In response to an appeal
President Mandela for immedi-
ate emergency humanitarian
assistance for the black South
Africans who are hungry, home-
less and in dire need of health

A call to 1-900-230-8880 pro-
vides the caller an opportunity to
hear a pre-recorded message of
thanks from Nelson Mandela and
triggers a contibution to the
Mandela Freedom Fund. The call
costs $5.968 and is authorized only
for persons over the age of 18
years. The Mandela Freedom
Fund is a nonprofit, tax-exempt
organisation which funds worth-
while relief and development
projects in a broad range of black
communities in South Africa.

Our meager resources
with our South African brothers
and sisters is both noble and prac-
tical. Most of the people reading
this news story are probably sub-
stantially betteroff than the aver-
age South African black (remem-
ber, median schooling, 2 years;
average monthly income, $190).

Because South African blacks
are currently in the midst of a
major assault on the apartheid
system, each dollar received now

: may well be worth much more to
them than the same sum sent a
year from now. Assisting South

Africans is a splendid way to cele-
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I hadn't seen the movie, ht Out of Brooklyn,
when it was playing on the big screen sol did like I do most
movies, wait until they come out on video so I can view
them in the privacy of my own environment,

After watching the movie, I could see why it stayed in

the movie houses for a short period of time. It didn't grab

the attention of & wide audience.

Filmmaker Matty Richmade a big and bold attempt to
put together amovie, getting funds from family and other
sources. However, there are some ingredients missing
and it can be traced to what most young filmmakers lack,
experience and not living in a world other than drugs,
crime and violence.

Almost every film that | have seen lately that hasbeen
done by young African-American filmmakers is punctu-
ated with heavy profanity, men are shown either as no-
jolo:'dhu:bnndl or sitting around with no real worthwhile

Inthe case of Straight Out of Brooklyn, thereisa heavy
amount of abuse against the woman by her husband, a
group of youngsters get a gun from a gun dealer and rob
a drug dealer and there is hardly anything positive shown
:I;;fu" movie that a young black can stand up and cheer

\
~ Although there is a message in the film, I am not too
sure that what young Rich did can cater to the masses of
the people.

Rich is not alone as the list is long, Boys N thé Hood,
Juice and New Jack City all having either a drug or
violenes plot. But then again, this is the world where the
Richs, Bingletons and Dickersons are coming from.

Thank God that Spike Lee is coming of age and is

" Ernies WoRLD:

making movies that can be seen by all groups and all ages.

What these young filmmakers need to do is get see-
soned actors and actresses to serve as consultants or
iadvimuﬂuyputwﬁunaipulndﬁlmm“

8.

In this day and time when we sit before the big sereen,
we need to ses African-Americans in a positive light—
black folks who have acquired something and have gone
on to improve the quality of life around them.

Not portraying African-Americans in positive ways
dates back to the time when black actors and actresses
were only given parts as maids and butlers.

In the '90s we have vice presidents of companies,
owners of big businesses, students who are excelling in
high school and college and black folks who are trying to
eradicate drugs from their communities.

We don’t need to see drug dealers killing people,
husbands beating their wives and gangs roaming the
streets.

Young filmmakers have a golden opportunity—to put
on that screen something positive as it pertains to black
folks. We need to see the black man or the black woman
taking over a multimililon-dollar company orthe Afriean-
American sitting in the head corporate chair being chauf.
feured around in a limo or Rolls-Royce. And we need the
comedies which are always good clean fun. Bo why not a
good black comedy? :

g bk o o it oot dhak g saa Stve
young or girl som t they can strive
Even though it's a dream in the movie, it can become a
reality if they study and work hard enough for it.

Showing a life of drugs and violence in the community
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: BY SHERMAN N. MILLER
IS AMERICA A CRUEL AND ROWDY NATION?

Presidential election years are more fun than a barrel

The real tragedy is that President George Bush had a

brate black History Month 1962.

_ _the U.S. House of Representa-
g “tives, Tom Foley's, Democratic

. . Moneignores therh
.+ cause of the present economic crisis, one

For the most part, the United
For the most part, the United

of monkeys. Politicians take great pride in inundating the
American people with hollow
promises without fearing ac-
countability for their lies.

It in emsy merely to accept
these prevarications as politics as
usual, but these are trying times
that demand that the American
people start holding politicians’
feet to the fire, Consider President
George Bush’s 1992 State of the *
Union address'and the Speaker of

. reaponse to it. T have not heard anyone tell me that they

got a warm feeling from these talks. W
ignores tharhetoric and seeks the underpinning
con-

cludes that the present politicians’ finger-pointing exer-
cises are mere tomfoolery. America's predicament comes
from an ignored presidential vision and the U.S8. Con-
gress’ inability to understand the importance of a vision.

Earlier in the 20th century, world figures(famous and
infamous) possessed a vision they articulated to the

Luther King, Jr. visualized a nation where
cter and notrase. Moha-

' India.
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great vision, “a kinder and gentler nation,” that he aban-
doned. President Bush let the high visibility associated
with foreign policy successes enchant him into commit-
ting the ultimate sin of a leader. He put his followers on
a fast track to nowhere because he failed to fully paint a
picture of what tomorrow should be. i
Chairmen of the board of multinational corperations

.can attest that the lack of a vision will lead to your

corporation’s demise. The vision statement is the most
impartant element in a business plan because once every-
one buys into it then they will develop the specific plans
to reach this goal.
m‘n'll“lum; t&i:nthumm

vision 8 is apparen
employment lines, the swell of homeless people, the re-
emergence of the soup kitchens, health care evolving
beyond the providence of the poor, bank failuyes rivaling *
the gross national product of many nations, and so on.

These miseries say that the United States of America
is a“cruel and nation. They also say that America
needs a presidential candidate who can separate a vision

Bush can generate good vision statements. Therefore,
1 ask, “Will he convince the American people he can offer
the leadership necessary to make his dreams come true?”
Or perhaps & Democratic presidential candidate will
upstage Bush and convince the 1 people that he
can exploit the original Bush vision to rekindle American
prosperity.
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