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Stop Denying Racism In America

BY BENJAMIN F. CHAVIS
Guest Editorial
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Beware of the national debates
about what caused the situation

in Los Angeles. It is interesting
how even some of the victims of

racism get lured into debating
whether or not they are respon-

-sible for their own victimisation.

Some of us get sucked into the
perennial argument of “class vs.
race” as an intellectual ploy or
diversion from reality.

We have been monitoring the
various theories, propositions, and
analyses in response to the so-
called riot in Los Angeles. As we
have stated in an earlier commen-
tary, it is a misnomer or mistake
to characterize what happened in

: ;- Los Angeles as a “riot.” It was a

~ social explosion triggered and ig-

nited by the injustice of the ver-
dict in the trial of the L.A. police
officers who had brutally beaten

- . Rodney King.
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nited by the spark of the verdict in
the King case has been and con-
tinues to be stored in gigantic so-
cial fuel tanks located in nearly
every community and neighbor-
hood in the country. The name of
this fuel is RACISM. The high
octane numbers of this fuel help to
generate poverty, exploitation,
degradation, oppression and geno-
cide against people of color.

In some instances this fuel even
has certain hypnotic properties
that case of color to turn
against other people of color. But,
lot us be clear, the fuel of RACISM
is not natural. It is synthetic, orin
other words itis man-made. RAC-
ISM was created and is main.
tained to facilitate, justify and
ensure economic domination and
exploitation of people of color.

RACISM is a sin before God.
The church and religious commu-
nity must help our nation to con-
fess and to repent from this sin
that threatens the future life of
the nation. The church commu-
nity cannot afford to be silent in
the face of growing racial polar- |
ization of communities in every
section of the country.

Letter To The Editor

AN OPEN LETTER TO DIANE
PAYNE, PRINCIPAL OF
BROUGHTON HIGH SCHOOL
Dear Ms. Payne:

My name is Carla Monroe and I was
a member of the senior class this past
year. The reason I am writing to you is

. that I am extremely disappointed with

the quality of education that I received
this past year, and I felt it was my duty
to bring these grievances to your
attention.
- The first difficulty that I encountered
was the widespread use of
among students. As I understand
policy of Broughton, and all Wake
County public schools, it is against the
rules to use profanity on school
grounds. Unfortunately, I find that the
of Broughton's students
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ing student and enforce the proper
punishment. If established principles
and rules were enforced instead of this
“go with the flow” ophy that
Broughton has adopted, would be
a turnaround in the teen pregnancy,
academic, racial and general apathy
problems that are so rampant at
Broughton.

_Finally, I submit that a dress code be

. for the classroom.
1 respectfully request that you address
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FORMAT CHANGE AT PREMIER BLACK RADIO
STATION

I first got an inkling of what was going on at radio

station WNJR-AM in Newark, N.J. when I heard the

news that Herman Amis, a popular radio personality at

the station who had been there fore 31 years, was let

go. :

A fow days later as I talked to a friend, I was told
that the station had changed its format and was broad-
casting various ethnic music (l'h@dnn, Spanish, Portu-

guese).

Bo when I switched my dial to 1430, I was shocked
at what I was hearing.

When I first came to the New Jersey/New York
area, there were three radio stations that I listened to
mkawm. WWRL-AM and WNJR-AM.
Both W, and WWRL have chanted their formats—
WABC to all talk and WWRL to religious program.

%mdmm.hmmmdmam
has caught up with WNJR which has seen some great
radio pass in front of its

I remember at times tra: on the eastern part of
North Carolina and picking up late at night so
the station is bound to have had listeners far outside ite
immediate listing area.

In its heyday there was a great lineup of radio per-

sonalities—George Hudson, Hal Jackson, Amis, Danny
Stile sand others.

They kept the station moving and they were person-
alities in their own right. _

More recently there were people like Steel Colony,
Jerry Love and Henry Singleton and longtime news
personality Bill Franklin.

Franklin was a household word and a popular figure
in and around the station’s listening area. He had his
sources and stood ready at all times to put people on
the air to tell their story.

All of that is going to be missed through the format
that has been instituted by the station’s new owners.
The community at large will lose out, especially the
huge number of senior citizens who listened to pro-
grams geared to them and to the religious program-
ming.

It’s a personal loss to me after having on numerous
occasions broadcast part-time (news substitute and
hosting a sports news show) at WNJR.

Religious programmirig is expected to be a part of
the new format because independent producers will be
able to purchase blocks of time for their shows and
already churches have gotten their time in place for the
weekend.

But WNJR won't be like it was before. It never is.
Once a station loses its listening audience, it is hard to
reclaim it which is similar to a business losing its cus-
tomers and attempting to get people back.

There aren’t too many AM stations around the coun-
try (with the exception of talk radio forinats) that are
personality-oriented. They are all going by the way of
either all talk or pre-programted format.

WNJR is the last of the AM stations where you
could turn it on, hear the personality talk heart to
heart with his or her listeners, get news and informa-
tion about the community and feel a part of the
station’s operation.

COPING

BY DR. CHARLES W. FAULENER
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and waited... and... Naturally, our
friend was the victim of a con game.

There was no television set, only a
shrewd con man. Our friend might still

be waiting at the back duor, if he hadn't
realized that he had been “taken.”

The fact is that many people are ma-
nipulated every day by every kind of
scheme imaginable. Today, when so

vive, anyone could be easily victimized.
In some cases, people havé been seri-
ously injured in the process of accept-
;In:!;‘ or even rejecting, attempts at flim-

I am going to write a series of col-

*Who didimyu?
*What did you do about it?
*Did mm what you lost returned
in your responses so that I can
write about them.




