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MEDICAL SERVICE A

CENTURY AGO

Doctors were not plentiful in the

Coastland 125 years ago, and a per-

son living on Roanoke Island sent

to Currituck Courthouse for the

doctor. My great grandmother,
Esther Mann Meekins lived in the

house where I live, and owned

numerous slaves. It is a tradition

that she was very good to them

and allowed them to become too

lazy to cut sufficient firewood to

keep them warm, and it is said they
didn’t grow enough to eat on her

farm. But those were the days of

limitless fish and game.

John Marchant Meekins, famed

bachelor of Roanoke Island tells a

story which his parents handed
down to him about medical service

at the Esther Meekins home. Once

a negro boy on the place was taken

ill with a fever. The story is more

interesting when Marchant tells it.

‘ But anyway the mistress was

greatly disturbed and sent off two

of her men slaves in a sailing
canoe to fetch the doctor from

Currituck Courthouse. Roanoke Is-

land was then a part of Currituck

County. The negroes sailed and

rowed their slow log canoe to Halls

Harbor, and went by vehicle of

some sort to get the doctor. By go-

ing day and night they got the doc-

tor back to the Meekins plantation
in two days.

The diagnosis was measles. It

was September. The doctor said:

“go out there in your sheep pasture
and gather up some sheep drop-

pings. Make a strong tea and let

the patient drink copiously.” The

negro boy is reported to have got-

ten well. Nanny tea is a traditional

remedy in America. Perhaps it

does have medicinal value.

The doctor’s fee was a $5 gold-
piece. He was called into dinner,
and found an abundance of hog’s
liver and boiled salt-bluefish.

“Madam,” he said, “of hog’s liver

I have never had enough, and blue

fish is fit for the Gods.”

John Marchant lives alone in

his big old house, surrounded by
old things. Many visitors pester

him for his old silver and his old

china, and the beautiful antique
furniture he owns. Now approach-
ing four-score, he is a man who en-

joys the friendship of all. But he

is tired of all his familiar surround-

and the nice things in his

house so that he wishes to build

a new home.

Carson W. Davis, owner of Man-

teo’s oldest business was looking
unusually well Monday morning.
Maybe the reason: he got a letter

from an old customer of many

years ago, whose account of sls

had long been written off the books

—some 12 years ago. The man said,
I think I owe you sls; please let

me know if this isn’t right. Mr.

Davis didn’t mention the man’s

name, but said “better than getting
the money, it makes me feel good
to know the man now has the good
fortune to feel able to pay the bill.”
Did you ever feel for the other fel-

low like that? Looks like a nice

way to look at it.

Something else makes the head

of a business feel good. Mrs. Helen

D. Ward runs a restaurant at

Manns Harbor. Early this season a

car drove up with a Wyoming li-

cense, maybe it was Montana, but

one or the other. A couple came in

and ordered a shrimp dinner.
“This is part of our reason for

coming back to North Carolina this

summer,” they told her. “We never

forgot how good the shrimp was

you served us last year.”
That’s quite a nice compliment

for a restaurant, when its cooking
calls people three fourths of the

way across the continent.

One of the most ridiculous

things I ever read was where the

Norfolk school authorities are in a

dilemma because the teachers in

the schools were raising cain be-

cause they had no place to smoke.
Can you imagine anything more

stupid. Why is it so important for

anybody to have to smoke on the

job? Seems that a person compe-

tent to teach the younger genera-
tion ought to be competent to do

without smoking for a six hour

period each day. We hear plenty
each year about extra pay for

teachers, but very little about in-

creased efficiency for teachers.
Now there is one thing teachers

don’t get a square deal about. A

great percentage of people have

stopped attempting to rear their

children, and wait until their chil-

dren are six years old, and turn

them over to the teacher, who they
expect should bring them up. It’s
too late to begin learning anything
after six. A child must be taught
the habits that lead to industry,
before he is six. We can*t say work,
for it is against the law for a child

to work, and very little work is

allowed for grown ups.

Not long ago, a woman took her

small child out to dinner. The child

See THEN, Page Seven
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IT’S A GREAT SEASON
ON THE DARE BEACHES
WE ARE NOW IN MID-SEASON, and never before have so many people enjoyed the attractions of our sea-

shore as have come early this year, with every week getting better and better. This is highly appreciated by the

many good firms serving the tourist trade and doing their best to assure a good time to all who come. It is

proof that good service has been given at reasonable prices. It is assurance of continued good service and sat-

isfaction. We extend our thanks and cordially invite you to come and enjoy the seashore.
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HOUSEKEEPING BEACH COTTAGES new,y modeled Arlington ... You’ll enjoy a vacation
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SEAFOODS STEAKS CHICKEN

BILL ANDERSON’S RENTAL AGENCY
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OPEN YEAR-ROUND - PHONE 8011 -Kitty Hawk WRITE THE ARLINGTON, NAGS HEAD, N. C. FOUNTAIN SERVICE - BOX LUINOIItb

AVALON SUPPLY CO.
THE NAGS HEADER KILL DEVIL HILLS, N. C. PHONE 2381
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imtmi att tdu rm r
ESSO SERVICENTER

MINIATURE GOLF Anything and Everything to
At the Trian gle Intersection

Build A House Oregon Inlet and Nags Head Road

llnvites Yom to Enjoy on Evening
Plumbing E|ectrica| Supp|ies Ne lubr,cawn roes

of Real Fun On Their Sporty Course Solite and Concrete Blocks baheries and accessories

Asphalt Tile in Many Designs MINOR REPAIRS

Next to Nags Header Hotel SAMPSON PAINTS
Phone Nags Head 8666

SPRUILL & PERRY TWIFORD’S
JACKB BALLANC* Mgr

BUILDING SUPPLY self-service market VIRGINIA DARE

nADIMCT UAI/EDC
COMPLETE LINE OF RESTAURANT

CABINET MAKERS—
groceries -meats z&v and motel

VEGETABLES

Window Units - Sash and Doors sealtest fountain . Seafood Steaks chicken
Builders Hardware Screens, Shutters service ft

our specialty

MillWork —— Building Supplies kicxa/cpappdc* rr NEWSPAPERS
Telephone On Nags Head Beach

KITTY HAWK, N. C. PHONE 2042 PHONE 2771 KILL DEVIL iTILLS, N. C. Kill Devil Hills 8531 Kill Devil Hills, N. C.

Now Playing Nightly For Your Enjoyment NAGS HEAD CASINO
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—A Cool, Clean, Quiet Spot for Your Enjoyment. We Invite

BOWLING AMUSEMENTS REFRESHMENTS You to Come See Us.
LONGEST SNACK BAR ON ATLANTIC COAST G. T. WESTCOTT, Proprietor

AT THE NORTH END OF THE BEACH—
MAKE YOUR HEADQUARTERS AT PARKERSON’S HOTEL

SOUTHERN SHORES LEARY’S
fresh seafood

MOTOR COURT daily our

A FULLY RESTRICTED OCEAN FRONT
,

SPECIALTY

DEVELOPMENT FOR DISCRIMINATING NEARLY TO ENTERTAINMENT
Recommended by Duncan Hines and AAA

PEOPLE NOVELTIES BEACH SUPPLIES Nice Rooms, Newly Remodeled

COMPLETE NEWSTAND Superb Meals, Quiet and Comfortable

23600 ACRES 10 MILES OF WATERFRONT v A Home Away from Home

Catering to Tourists and Sportsmen

KI I I Y HAWK DEVELOPMENT CO. To Buy, Sell or Rent Real Estate Owned and Operated by Mrs. L. S. Parkerson

KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA See W. K. Leary Write or Phone Nags Head 2506

PLAN YOUR VACATION

THE RE E F HOTEL EDGEWATER AT

DINING ROOM THE SEA OATEL
and

ONE OF THE NEWEST AND FINEST

Seafood Steak Chicken DRIFTWOOD APARTMENTS MOTOR COURTS

a enrru.TV
OVERLOOKING THE GREAT ATLANTIC

BROILED FOODS A SPECIALTY
; NAGS HEAD. N. C.

By The Little Bridge on Treasure Island
KILL DEVIL HILLS< N

’
C* PHONE 2151

ALL T|L£ BATHS PHONE 8611

Phone 8101 GEORGE FRANK, Manager
THE VERY EVER YTHI
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N®.
Fishing, Bathing, Recreation, All Historic Sites
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Want to Own a Beach Cottage? nr i -v.
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. AHARRIS & BALLANCE
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS ./ \ /
' We have some desirable "A VACATION SENSATION ’

OCE^2!tC ONI nTTAC«• A,R CONDITIONED
Z

LOTS and COTTAGES

A good investment as well as for your own vacation
* SWIMMING POOL

KillDevil Hills, N. C. Phone KDH 2266 • DINING ROOM
”
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